
 
Draft Concept Note, as of 4 August 2021 
 
Ministerial Side Event on Resilient Creative Economy for a Thriving Future 
 
When : Friday, 24 September 2021 
              Side event at the High-Level Week of the United Nations 76th General Assembly    
Where : Virtual LIVE and pre-recorded video message  
Output : Chair’s Summary on Resilient and Inclusive Creative Economy for a Thriving Future 
 
A. Background 

 
1. We are making progress since the COVID-19 pandemic started in the beginning of 2020,  

unfortunately the road to recovery is uncertain, . The restrictions on people’s movement 

and mass gatherings during the pandemic have curtailed  activities that  strem from culture 

and tradition. Thus, the unprecedented situation has delivered devastating consequences 

to the majority of the creative economy actors and businesses. 

 
2. During the prolonged pandemic, most creative economy sectors that have successfully 

survived are the ones that have adapted and transformed their business using innovation 

and digital technology, from the creative process, production until the products or services 

are delivered to consumers.  

 
3. Regrettably, most creative actors and businesses are still struggling to face enormous 

challenges. The creative economy sectors in most developing countries and LDCs that are 

limited in terms of resources and digitalizing are unable to adjust to the new conditions, 

which put them at risk of falling behind . 

 
4. As stated in the UN resolution “International Year of Creative Economy for Sustainable 

Development 2021” (A/RES/74/198), the creative economy has contributed to sustainable 

development in the economic, social, and environmental areas. The creative economy has 

fostered economic growth and innovation, eradicated poverty, created full and productive 

employment, decent work for all, improved the quality of life and empowerment of women 

and young people, and reduced inequality within and among countries.  

 
5. The UNGA Resolution A/RES/74/198 has mandated an appropriate observation of the 

International Year to raise awareness, promote cooperation and networking, encourage the 

sharing of best practices and experiences, enhance human resource capacity and promote 

an enabling environment at all levels as well as tackle the challenges of the creative 

economy. 

 
6. We believe that the creative economy’s spirit of inclusivity has a proven track record that is 

pertinent to pave the way for establishing a resilient society that will respond to disruptions 

and bring the system back and provide solutions for a thriving future. 

 

7. Learning from the crisis, we encourage the Ministers to continue demonstrating their 

political will in mainstreaming cooperation between various stakeholders in the creative 

economy sectors globally. 

 
8. The side event will examine the following question: 

a. Why creative economy sectors are important for their country? 
b. How to rebuild an inclusive creative economy sectors and make them resilient? 
c. Who should be participating to join the effort? 
d. What are the leader's commitments to create a thriving future for the creative economy 

sectors? 
 



 
 
 
B. Objectives 

 

9. To expand support from Governments and all relevant stakeholders in highlighting the 

importance of the creative economy in a challenging world, with a Chair’s Summaryon 

Inclusive Creative Economy for a Thriving Future by Governments, International 

Organization and other relevant stakeholders. 

 

10. To  elevate the inclusive qualities in the  creative economy sectors with an eye towards 

their viability and resiliencein order to play a part in realizing  a thriving future. The 

formulation of strategy and policies which involve multi-stakeholders’ action will serve the 

purpose. 

 
11. To bring hope and enthusiasm for creative economy sectors to continue their endless 

creativity, contributing positively to sustainable development. 

 
12. To help maintain and preserve culture and traditions as they are the root and the source of 

inspiration for most creative people in their products and services. 

 
C. Arrangement 

 
Proposed Date 
Friday, 24 September 2021 
 
Location 

• Moderator: UNCTAD Director General (Live form Geneva, Switzerland) 

• Ministers: Pre-recorded video message or LIVE 

• Platform: Zoom Meeting organized by the committee form Jakarta, Indonesia and 
New York, USA 

 
Tentative Programme (90’) 

• Welcoming: Director-General of Multilateral Cooperation of Indonesia (LIVE) 

• Moderating: UNCTAD Secretary General (LIVE) 

• Keynote Speakers:  
o Ministry of Tourism and Creative Economy of Indonesia (8’) – (LIVE) 
o United Arab Emirates (8’) – (LIVE) 

• Remarks: 10 Ministers @5 (60’) + Other Stakeholders @3 (International 
Organization, Private, Academician, CSO) (LIVE or pre-recorded) 

• Closing: Minister of Foreign Affairs of Indonesia (5’) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


