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Peacebuilding Commission Ambassadorial-level meeting on Youth Peace and Security (YPS) 
 

Concept Note 
 

10 May 2022, 10am-1pm (NY time)   

Youth Peace and Security Agenda  

Since 2015 there has been a growing recognition that young people, one in four of whom are 
affected by violence or armed conflict,1 play a critical role in peacebuilding and sustaining 
peace. When the Security Council adopted the landmark Resolution 2250 (2015) on youth, 
peace and security, it recognized for the first time the “important and positive contribution of 
youth in efforts for the maintenance and promotion of peace and security” and detailed the 
five pillars of the YPS agenda: 1) Participation of young people in peacebuilding and conflict 
resolution; 2) Protection of young peacebuilding and human rights activists; 3) Prevention and 
addressing root causes of violence and violent extremism; 4) Partnerships to increase political, 
financial and technical support of youth participation and youth-led peacebuilding; and 5) 
Disengagement and Reintegration of young people affected by conflict. The resolution – and 
subsequent resolutions 2419 (2018) and 2535 (2020) – highlighted youth participation and 
leadership in peace and security efforts and urged Member States to amplify the voices of 
youth in decision-making and peace processes and recognize their essential and positive role in 
building and sustaining peace.   

While progress has undoubtedly been made since resolution 2250 (2015) was adopted, young 
people continue to face multidimensional challenges and barriers which are exacerbated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and exclusion from decision-making and peace processes. As the YPS 
agenda continues moving from policy to implementation, priorities for action include national-
level action plans on YPS, an increase in accessible funding for youth-led peacebuilding and a 
greater institutionalization of the YPS agenda.  

United Nations action 

In keeping with efforts to further incorporate the YPS agenda into its work, the UN has taken 
steps to strengthen its expertise, internal capacities and operational readiness on YPS in 
response to the Security Council resolutions on YPS and the Secretary-General’s first report on 
YPS in 2020 (S/2020/167). These include establishing a network of focal points to help 
implement and coordinate the YPS agenda. This network now has over 100 YPS focal points at 
headquarters and in the field, representing 48 different UN entities to improve coordination on 
and advance the YPS agenda. Special political missions and peacekeeping operations are also 
taking steps to build ties between young people and decision-makers and foster youth 
participation in peace processes at the country level. These include the establishment of youth 
participation mechanisms in Afghanistan, Colombia, Libya, Iraq and Somalia. Guidelines for 
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Member States in support of country-level operationalization of the YPS agenda were recently 
launched at the High-Level Global Conference on Youth-Inclusive Peace Processes (January 
2022) and the United Nations has continued to develop tools, including the Youth, Peace and 
Security Programming Handbook launched in 2021. This handbook, prepared jointly by DPPA, 
UNFPA, UNDP and the Folke Bernadotte Academy provides guidance as to how to design YPS 
programming.  

The PBF has increased its focus on youth following the adoption of resolution 2250 and, in 
2016, set up a Youth Promotion Initiative funding window, which is now the largest United 
Nations dedicated funding source supporting youth-focused peacebuilding. The YPI is open to 
proposals from UN entities, civil society organizations and to joint UN-CSO proposals. Almost 40 
per cent of the YPI funds have been allocated directly to CSO-led projects and all proposals are 
required to allocate at least 40 per cent to national/local civil society implementing partners. 
The Fund has been instrumental in pioneering emerging issues in peacebuilding, such as the 
protection of young peacebuilders, promotion and protection of civic spaces for young people 
and mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS). Since its establishment, the Fund has 
invested a total of US$105.2 million in 83 projects through the YPI. In 2021, 19 YPI projects 
totaling US$25.7 million were approved, which is a record for the YPI.  

Peacebuilding Commission and YPS 

The Peacebuilding Commission has made progress recently in promoting meaningful 
engagement of young peacebuilders and has provided them with a platform to present their 
work and policy recommendations through country-specific meetings, visits and dedicated 
thematic discussions. In keeping with the Commission’s commitment to do more to mainstream 
youth considerations into its work, the Commission approved a Strategic Action Plan on youth 
and peacebuilding in February 2021 to further strengthen its support and advocacy for greater 
youth participation and to help guide and monitor the Commission’s work in this area. As a 
result of the adoption of the plan of action, the rate of young peacebuilders briefing the 
Commission has increased from 5.4 per cent in 2020 to 44.4 per cent in 2021. The first 
assessment of the implementation of the plan of action, covering the period 1 February 2021 to 
31 January 2022, summarizes progress made. Our Common Agenda underlines the importance 
of the direct and meaningful engagement and partnerships with young people and, consistent 
with the indicators in the Strategic Action Plan on youth and peacebuilding, the PBC has 
pledged to further incorporate the YPS agenda in its work going forward.  

Secretary General’s report on YPS 

The attached advance copy of the Secretary-General’s second biennial report (S/2022/220) on 
the implementation of resolutions 2250, 2419 and 2535, mandated by resolution 2535 and 
covering the period January 2020 to February 2022, makes specific recommendations for 
follow-up. These include ensuring flexible, long-term and sustainable direct investment in 
youth-led peacebuilding and conflict prevention efforts, accessible to formal and informal 
youth-led organizations; developing dedicated gender-responsive local, national and regional 
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roadmaps on YPS in partnership with youth organizations, movements and networks; and 
requesting field operations to monitor and provide age and gender-responsive protection and 
support to all peacebuilders at risk, including the youth. 

Objectives of the Meeting 

Taking into account input contained in the assessment of the implementation of the PBC 
Strategic Action Plan on youth and peacebuilding, the report of the Secretary-General on YPS, 
and briefings by young peacebuilders who have been invited to address the PBC, the 
Commission can discuss ways of strengthening its support for the work of young peacebuilders. 
The meeting also offers an opportunity to discuss ways of improving access to flexible funding 
by youth-led and youth-focused organizations. Key elements of the discussion will also serve as 
input to the Commission’s advice to the Security Council on youth, peace and security for 
consideration during the Council’s open debate on YPS in 2022.  

 Agenda 

• Remarks by the PBC Chair  
• Remarks by the UN Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth, Ms. Jayathma Wickramanayake 
• Remarks by Deputy Executive Director, UNFPA 
• Briefings by young peacebuilders: Ms. Gwendolyn Myers (Liberia), Mr. Carlos Garcia (El 

Salvador), Ms. Christine Odera (Kenya), and Ms. Agatha Lydia Natania (Indonesia)  
• Remarks by Ms. Elizabeth Spehar, ASG for Peacebuilding Support 
• Interventions from the floor 
• Concluding remarks by the PBC Chair 

 

 

 


