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CSW Side Event Concept Note 

 
Date: March 22, 2022  

Location: New York 

Format: Virtual 

Time: 10:00 EDT 

 

Theme: “The impact on women and girls of the unjustified invasion of Ukraine” 

 

Canada, Ukraine, Latvia and the Netherlands have the honor to invite you to a high-level panel on 

the sidelines of the 66th session of the Commission on the Status of Women. 

 

Context 

 

The military attack on Ukraine is taking a heavy toll on civilians, with distinct effects on 

women, men, children and marginalized groups.1 This event will focus on the impact of the 

gender dimensions of the war in Ukraine, stemming from the Russian leadership’s 

unprovoked, unjustified invasion of the country.  

The fighting in Ukraine has compelled displacement on a massive scale. The UN Refugee 

Agency (UNHCR) reports that more than three million people have been forced to flee the 

country.2 The majority of people fleeing Ukraine are women, children and the elderly, while 

men under the age of 60 were banned from leaving the country in order to join the fight. Other 

women could not leave or chose to stay to fight for their country. UNHCR further estimates 

that around 1.9 million people are newly displaced within the Ukraine.3 Around 12 million 

people are in need of life-saving humanitarian assistance.4 

The deteriorating situation puts women, girls and LGBTQI people at increased risk of sexual 

and gender-based violence. Women also face distinct impacts of the disruption of essential 

health services, including sexual and reproductive health services. Even before the recent 

invasion, women and girls were severely impacted by the conflict in eastern Ukraine. The 

current crisis risks reversing important gains made on gender equality and women’s rights. 

Ukrainian women and girls have shown incredible courage and resolve. As noted by UN 

Women Executive Director Sima Bahous, women-led organizations, women’s rights 
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organizations and civil society organizations in Ukraine are important partners to amplify the 

voices of women and girls.5 Taking a gender-responsive approach and ensuring women’s full 

and meaningful participation in decision-making processes and the humanitarian response is 

critical.   

The Canadian, Dutch, and Latvian Missions are honoured to host this event to amplify the 

voices of Ukrainian women and experts to reflect upon the importance of taking a gender-

responsive approach in our response to the current crisis. This side-event of the 66th Session 

of CSW will be held virtually, and will include a welcome address, statements from 

participants, an interactive discussion and Q&A, and concluding remarks. 

Guiding questions: 

1. What can States and other actors do to support the work by women peacebuilders and 

women human rights defenders in Ukraine? 

2. What is being done to ensure women are included in any discussions about cease-fire 

agreements, political dialogues, mediation efforts and eventually peace negotiations?  

3. What are the gendered impacts of the conflict in Ukraine? What kind of support is 

needed to prevent and address sexual and gender-based violence, including violence 

targeting IDPs and refugees? 

4. How can we raise awareness for other marginalized groups such as Romani, 

LGBTQ2I, and those with disabilities? 

5. Disinformation is an increasing issue in the conflict. What are its gender dimensions?   

 

Panelists:  

 

• Henia Dakkak, UNFPA Ukraine Humanitarian Response Coordinator 

• Alia El-Yassir, UN Women Regional Director for Europe and Central Asia 

• Natalia Karbowska, Director of strategic development, Ukrainian Women’s Fund 

• Kateryna Myasnykova, Executive Director, National Media Association (Ukraine) 

 

Run of Show: 

 

• Moderator: Jacqueline O’Neill, Canada’s Ambassador for Women, Peace and Security.  

• Opening Remarks (3 minutes each):  

o Latvia representative TBC 

o Ukraine representative TBC 

o Netherlands representative TBC  

o The Honourable Bob Rae, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Canada 

to the United Nations. 

• Panelists (5-7 minutes each) 

• Interactive Discussion (10 minutes) 

• Moderator’s Closing Remarks (2 minutes) 

 

Translation 

 

Simultaneous interpretation into French and English will be provided.  
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Registration link: https://forms.gle/2dQh8uvrBW2mjSfc6 

 

Contact: For more information about the event, please contact: 

� Permanent Mission of Canada to the United Nations (New York): 

canada.un@international.gc.ca  

� Mission Contact: greg.dempsey@international.gc.ca  

 

NB: 

Co-organizers: Canada, Ukraine, Latvia, Netherlands  


