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Localizing GBV prevention and response in the context of 

forced displacement in humanitarian crises                              

76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly 
High-Level Roundtable Side Event 

Hosted by the Government of Denmark, as lead of the Call to Action on Protection from Gender-
Based Violence in Emergencies and co-hosted by Danish Refugee Council, UN OCHA, and 

UNFPA in partnership with UNHCR, UNICEF, the European Union, together with women-led 

organizations. 

 

Thursday 23 September 2021, 11:00 am – 12:30 pm (NY time) 

Virtual event via Zoom 

  

CONCEPT NOTE 

Background  
The Call to Action (CtA) on Protection from Gender-Based Violence (GBV) in Humanitarian 
Emergencies aims to address the increased risk of GBV in humanitarian settings, by driving change 
and fostering accountability from the humanitarian system from the onset of a crisis. The 2021-2025 
Roadmap is a timely opportunity to mobilise partners, existing and new, to reinforce collective 
commitment and action to end GBV in humanitarian emergencies. Its 96 partners include states, 
donors, international organizations, NGOs, and local CSOs.  
 
At this year's United Nations General Assembly Annual Session, Denmark, as lead of the CtA 
alongside a group of CtA members, will bring attention to the persisting issue of GBV in humanitarian 
emergencies, while highlighting good practices and efforts of localizing GBV mitigation, prevention, 
and response in humanitarian crises, and how such efforts can be further amplified. The side-event 
will zoom in on the impediments faced by women-led organizations and their work in GBV, and 
collectively attempt to remove such blockages.  
 
Issue Statement 
As the number of displaced people increases, so does the number of people in need of protection 
and assistance in humanitarian crises.  As a result, one in 33 people needs humanitarian assistance, 
and one in 95 people globally is now forcibly displaced.1 While the causes and contexts of forced 
displacement vary, the majority of forced displacement occurs in the context of humanitarian 
emergencies for which international humanitarian assistance and protection is needed to support 
populations affected by crises.  
 
In humanitarian crisis situations, the risk of GBV is heightened; a phenomenon which has only been 
further amplified during the COVID-19 pandemic, particularly for those already most at risk, including 
displaced women and girls, women and girls with disabilities, adolescent girls, and older women, 
due to the intersecting factors of decreased mobility, lengthy lockdowns, and restrictions on access 
to services, justice, remedies, jobs, education, and income-generating opportunities. 
 
For GBV responses to be comprehensive and accessible from the earliest phases of an emergency, 
and for prevention efforts to address harmful norms and gender inequality as root causes, local 
actors, including women-led organizations, have a crucial role to play. While the 2016 Grand Bargain 
has mobilized policy-level commitments to strengthen partnership with local actors, on the ground 

 

1 OCHA (2021): Global Humanitarian Overview (2021); UNHCR (2020): Report: Global Trends Forced 
Displacement. 
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meaningful collaboration between humanitarian agencies, local actors and civil society organizations 
is still largely absent.2 Data on the extent to which local women’s organizations participate in the 
delivery of humanitarian responses is not systematically collected. A 2018 evaluation found that they 
are only directly consulted by a little more than half of the 44 of humanitarian response fora that 
include a gender reference/working group3. Despite the 4% World Humanitarian Summit target, less 
than 1% of aid funding in fragile and conflict-affected states is presently allocated directly to women’s 
organizations.  
 

Concept and objective: 
The side event is convened by the CtA coalition during the high-level week of UNGA 76 from 
September 21-25, 2021 on Thursday 23 September. The event will serve as an opportunity for CtA 
partners to examine how the CtA Road Map objectives and outcome areas may be further advanced. 
With the specific focus on localization and advancing partnerships with local organizations in the 
combat of GBV, and the CtA commitments of the CtA partners sponsoring the event, each of the 
international sponsors of the event will facilitate the participation of one of their local CtA partners in 
the event.  
 
Objectives:  

� Showcase the CtA as a driver of collective action and accountability, and promising 
approaches to addressing GBV in humanitarian settings, including in situations of forced 
displacement – presenting progress in pursuit of CtA objectives in the 2021-2025 Road Map 
and highlighting where additional efforts are needed.  
 

� Illustrate (through concrete examples) challenges and solutions for how we can work 
increasingly with and empower local partners to prevent and respond to GBV, specifically in 
the context of forced displacement. 
 

� Mobilize partners, resources, and support to secure the implementation of the CtA Road Map 
2021-2025 objectives related to localization. 
 

� Table concrete recommendations for advancement of localization in relation to GBV 
prevention and response in humanitarian settings, specifically considering the role of hosting 
states, donors and INGOs respectively.  

 
Agenda: 
 
Opening remarks setting the scene 

• Mr. Flemming Møller Mortensen, Minister for Development and Nordic Cooperation, 

Denmark  

• Ms. Fatima Iman, Executive Director, Rehabilitation, Empowerment and better Health 

initiative (REBHI),Nigeria 

• Mr. Martin Griffiths, United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and 

Emergency Relief Coordinator 

• Dr. Natalia Kanem, Executive Director, United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 

 
Roundtable speakers  

o Mr. Filippo Grandi,  UNHCR High Commissioner for Refugees 

o Ms. Henrietta Fore, UNICEF Executive Director 

 

2
 OCHA (2020): Inter-Agency Humanitarian Evaluation on Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women 

and Girls 

3 Ibid. 
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o Ms. Charlotte Slente, Secretary-General, Danish Refugee Council Secretary-
General 

o Ms. Bintou Fouané Samaké, President, Women in Law and Development in Africa 
(WILDAF) Mali  

o Ms. Suraya Packzad, Executive Director, Voice of Women Organization, 

Afghanistan  

o Ms. Muktasree Chakma, Founder and Executive Director, Supporting People and 
Rebuilding Communities (SpaRC), Bangladesh  

o Ms. Nyaradzai Gumbodzvanda, Chairperson, Women’s Coalition of Zimbabwe 
Humanitarian Cluster, and Board Chair of Action Aid International 

o Ms. Yasmine Sherif, Executive Director, Education Cannot Wait 

 

 

Interventions from the floor: European Union (ECHO), United States, Norway, International 

Organization for Migration (IOM), Sweden, Germany, Canada, Switzerland 
 
 

• Closing remarks: Ms. Nyaradzai Gumbodzvanda, Chairperson, Women’s Coalition of 
Zimbabwe Humanitarian Cluster, and Board Chair, Action Aid International 

• Moderator: Dorcas Erskine, Founder, Women of Colour in Emergencies (WECIE)  

 


