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OFFICIAL UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY SIDE EVENT 
PROGRESS AND MULTISECTORAL ACTION  

TOWARDS ACHIEVING GLOBAL TARGETS TO END TB 
 

When: Wednesday, 23 September, 10:00H- 12:00H New York time (16:00H-18:00H CET) 
 
Where: Virtual event, United Nations, New York 
 
Background: 
Despite progress over the last decades, TB remains the leading infectious killer worldwide, 
claiming nearly 4000 lives a day. To accelerate action to end TB, Heads of State came 
together at the first-ever UN high-level meeting on TB in September 2018. The meeting 
resulted in an action-oriented political declaration that included bold targets to close 
gaps in care, and a request to the UN Secretary General for a 2020 report on progress 
towards achieving targets and implementation of the UN political declaration on TB. The 
2020 progress report of the UN Secretary-General to the General Assembly has been 
developed with the support of the WHO Director-General and will be released at the 75th 
Session of the UN General Assembly. It incorporates inputs from partners and civil society 
and covers, progress towards global TB targets; progress in translating commitments into 
action; the impact and implications of the COVID-19 pandemic and TB and ten priority 
recommendations. The report will inform a comprehensive review at a high-level meeting 
on TB in 2023. Overall, the report shows that high-level commitments and targets have 
galvanized global and national progress towards ending TB, but that urgent and more 
ambitious investments and actions are required to put the world on track to reach 
targets, especially in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. WHO modelling and 
analysis highlights that the progress made in the fight against TB is at risk–COVID-19 
disruptions to TB services will lead to an increase in 400,000 TB deaths worldwide in 2020 
alone. 
  
About the event: 
This side event, co-organized by the Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the 
United Nations and the World Health Organization, will bring together Heads of State, 
Ministers of Health and other ministries, Heads of Agencies, partners and civil society, to 
discuss how we can collectively implement the recommendations outlined in the 2020 
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progress report of the UN Secretary General to advance multisectoral action and 
accelerate progress to reach the 2022 targets of the UN political declaration on TB. A 
spotlight will also be placed on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on progress 
towards ending TB. 
 
Key Objectives: 
• Launch and promote the report of the UN Secretary General on progress towards 

achieving global tuberculosis targets and implementation of the UN Political 
Declaration on Tuberculosis  

• Overview progress made to date towards achieving global TB targets and in 
implementation of the UN political declaration on TB as outlined in the 2020 progress 
report of the UN Secretary General. 

• Highlight the impact and implications of the COVID-19 pandemic on the fight to 
end TB. 

• Discuss the 10 priority recommendations highlighted in the progress report to put the 
world on track to reach agreed targets by 2022 and beyond; and reduce the 
enormous human and societal toll caused by TB.  

• Reaffirm commitments and outline next steps to translate the recommendations into 
urgent action, including in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Expected outcomes: 
• Report of the UN Secretary General on progress towards achieving global 

tuberculosis targets and implementation of the UN Political Declaration on TB 
launched by UN Secretary General with the WHO Director General, Heads of 
Agencies, partners and civil society. 

• Next steps agreed for clear and urgent action by Member States, partners and civil 
society to  act upon the 10 priority recommendations highlighted in the progress 
report to put the world on track to reach agreed targets by 2022 and beyond.  

 
Target audience: WHO Member States, UN agencies, partners, civil society and donors 
 
Key Speakers (TBC):  
• Amina Mohammed, Deputy UN Secretary General 
• Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General  
• Mikhail Murashko, Minister of Health of the Russian Federation 
• Heads of State and Ministers:  Indonesia, Nigeria, Brazil, India, China and South Africa 
• Hans Henri P. Kluge, WHO Regional Director for Europe 
• Civil Society Representative  
• Heads of Agencies- Global Fund, Stop TB Partnership, UNITAID 
• Ren Minghui, WHO Assistant Director-General, Universal Health 

Coverage/Communicable and Noncommunicable Diseases 
• Tereza Kasaeva, Director of WHO Global TB Programme 
 
 


