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“Effective implementation, monitoring and financing of SDG 11 - reinforcing critical 
connections with development goals and enhancing policy coherence” 

 
Cities are increasingly recognized as agents of positive change; by bringing people, their ideas, 
resources and cultures together in concentrated spatial settings, cities generate economies of 
agglomeration which in turn can yield interlinked outcomes in areas of economy, energy, 
environment, science, technology and social development. The better they are planned, built, 
governed and connected, the more effectively they are able to deliver these outcomes and serve 
as catalysts for inclusion and powerhouses of equitable economic growth.   
 
SDG 11, the goal on cities, connects and localises most of the seventeen Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). Understanding the interdependence across the development goals is 
key to enhancing policy coherence in order to achieve sustainable development. Effective 
implementation, monitoring and financing of SDG 11 is thus grounded on the understanding of 
its relationship with other goals and targets of the global agendas, ensuring the inclusion of all 
people, locations, and urban conditions so that no one, and no place, is left behind.  
 
UN-Habitat, as the focal point for sustainable urbanisation and human settlements, has been 
assisting national and local authorities and other stakeholders in the implementation and 
monitoring of the New Urban Agenda, SDG 11 and other urban related SDGs, and its experience 
concurs with the view of many, that elements for the successful implementation of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development consists of:  
 

§ Awareness raising 
§ Policy alignment 
§ Collective action  
§ Priority setting  
§ Financing  
§ Technology  
§ Capacity building  
§ Monitoring  

 
As part of the High-level Political Forum thematic review of SDG 11, this side event will discuss 
how the interdependence between the development goals can be enhanced, and how policy 
coherence be achieved, as well as key enablers that should be instituted for the implementation 
and monitoring of SDG 11. Building on this, the side event will also focus on the importance of 
financing mechanisms to accelerate the realisation of SDG 11. Speakers will also provide practical 
examples on the key elements outlined above. Comments from participants are encouraged and 
welcomed to enrich the discussion. This side event complements other planned events at the High-
level Political Forum, which focus on the localisation of SDG 11. 



 
 

 
- 18:30- 18:35 (3-5min)  

Briefing of Speakers 
Mr Eduardo Lopez Moreno, Director, Research and Capacity Development, UN-
Habitat 
 

- 18:35-18:45 (10min) 
Welcome and introduction  

Ms Maimunah Mohd Sharif, United Nations Under-Secretary-General and 
Executive Director, UN-Habitat will set the scene by presenting an overview of the 
implementation of Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 11 and its critical connections 
with other SDGs. 
 

- 18:45-18:55 (7-10min)  
Statement/presentation 
PRESENCE OF THE 
HOUNORABLE MINISTER, 
TBC 

H.E. Mr. Hardeep Singh Puri, Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs, Government 
of India, will present policy initiatives, showcasing how the urban paradigm is 
responding to the coordinated implementation of urban SDGs. The Minister will also 
present monitoring frameworks being developed to align SDGs with the urban 
interventions and making cities liveable including facilitating a dialogue and stakeholder 
engagement. 
 

- 18:55- 19:05 (7-10min) 
Statement/presentation  
 
 

Ambassador Sylvia Meier-Kajbic, Austrian Presidency of the Council of the 
European Union, will refer to the integration of SDG 11, urban dimensions of other 
SDGs and the New Urban Agenda into the Urban Agenda for the European Union; as well 
as the institutional setting for better alignment of development agendas in the region. She 
will introduce Mr. Thomas De Bethune, Urban Policy Coordinator for European 
Union Commission, who will explain how the European Urban Agenda represents a new 
multi-level working method promoting cooperation between Member States, cities, the 
European Commission, the UN and other stakeholders to stimulate growth, liveability and 
innovation in European cities, to identify and successfully tackle social challenges. 
 

- 19:05-19:25 (15- 20 min) 
Statement/presentation  

H.E. Ms. Rosaria Robles, Minister of Agrarian, Land and Urban  
Development of the United States of Mexico will share how urban dimensions of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and other global agendas are being localised 
through the opportunity afforded by the new General Law on Human Settlements to 
update urban development plans of municipalities. She will introduce Mr. Carlos Zedillo, 
Director of the Research Centre for Sustainable Development of INFONAVIT, who 
will share the impact and process of the national implementation of the ‘City Prosperity 
Initiative” (CPI) in 305 cities of Mexico, how urban data and monitoring further influence 
urban planning as well as project mapping and prioritization. The CPI experience in 
Mexico was recently awarded the prestigious Dubai Award on Best Practices. 
 

- 19:25-19:35 (7-10min)  
Statement/presentation 

 

Ms Alicia Bárcena Ibarra, Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) will speak on the status of the United 
Nations’ system efforts of implementation of the urban SDGs and different platforms 
being used to do so. She will elaborate on the importance of deepening regional efforts for 
successful implementation SDG 11 and other SDGs. 
 

- 19:35- 19:45 (7-10min) 
Statement/presentation  

Mr Mahmoud Mohieldin, Senior Vice President for 2030 Development Agenda, 
United Nations Relations, and Partnerships, World Bank, will present how the City 
Prosperity Initiative is a monitoring framework that has helped the World Bank and local 
governments to identify urban development priorities currently considered for long term 
financing. Building on this he will elaborate on the importance of financing SDG 11 and 
the New Urban Agenda, by combining multi-lateral funds with endogenous sources of 
finance that are to be strengthened to ensure sustainability. He will further discuss the 
formulation of the global partnership of the World Bank with the UN Development 
System for achieving urban goals as articulated in SDG 11.  
 

- 19:45- 20:00 (15mins)  
 

Questions & Answers from audience 
 

- 20:00 Closing remarks 
 

Mr Eduardo Lopez Moreno, Director, Research and Capacity Development, UN-
Habitat 

 


