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States have the obligation to respect, protect and fulfil the
rights of all children, everywhere, at all times. This includes
taking all necessary measures to make sure that children enjoy
their rights also in the digital environment, a complex world
subject to rapid evolution, which is reshaping children’s lives in
many ways.
Striking the right balance between maximising the
opportunities that ICTs offer to children and minimising and
managing the risks that they may entail has become a
challenge for all states. To guide them in their efforts to meet
this challenge, the Committee of Ministers of the Council of
Europe adopted in June 2018 a Recommendation on Guidelines
to respect, protect and fulfil the rights of the child in the digital
environment.
The Guidelines provide concrete solutions, stimulating
cooperation at international and national level. Fundamental
principles and rights are recalled in the Guidelines, illustrating
their relevance in the digital environment and the importance
of prevention strategies, due diligence, impact assessment and
remedies. Due attention is paid to the complex and evolving
nature of ICTs, identifying the key stakeholders that share
responsibility for ensuring the rights of the child in the digital
environment and confirming that policies in this area require a
combination of public and private, legal and voluntary
measures as well as the participation of children in their
development, implementation and evaluation.
You are invited to join this side-event and participate in a
dialogue on how states can address issues such as: protecting
children from all forms of violence, including harassment and
bullying; ensuring data protection, freedom of expression and
assembly; promoting media education, positive parenting and
participation; providing effective remedies and ensuring
accountability and cooperation at global, regional, national and
local levels.
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