
Convened by the Kingdom of the Netherlands and hosted by H.E. Prime Minister Mark Rutte, this high-level event  
supports the co-chairs of the Global Commission on Adaptation, 8th Secretary-General H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon,  
Mr. Bill Gates and H.E. Dr. Kristalina Georgieva, in launching the Global Commission’s Year of Action, culminating  
in the Climate Adaptation Summit in October 2020 hosted in the Netherlands. 

High-level partners and members of the Global Commission on Adaptation are invited to make transformative  
commitments to accelerate action to increase resilience to our changing climate.

Global Commission on Adaptation
Initiated by the Government of the Netherlands in September 2018, 20 other countries have since joined to co-convene  
the Global Commission on Adaptation. The Commission was established to accelerate adaptation by elevating the political 
visibility of adaptation and focusing on concrete solutions. It is guided by 34 Commissioners, consisting of leaders from 
political, business, multilateral, and scientific worlds. A global network of research partners and advisors support the 
Commission. The Commission is co-managed by World Resources Institute and the Global Center on Adaptation.

Adapt Now: A Global Call For Leadership On Climate Resilience
On 10 September, the Global Commission published its flagship report which makes the urgent case for a transformational 
shift in climate adaptation, providing specific insights and recommendations in key sectors: food security, the natural 
environment, water, cities and urban areas, infrastructure, disaster risk management, and finance. The report is designed to 
inspire and catalyze action among decision-makers, including heads of state and government officials, mayors, business 
executives, investors, and community leaders.

Year of Action
Following the United Nations Climate Action Summit on 23 September 2019, convened by UN Secretary-General  
H.E. Antonio Guterres, the Global Commission on Adaptation’s Year of Action will commence. The Year of Action will:
• Accelerate adaptation around the world;
• Advance recommendations from the Commission’s Flagship Report and Action Tracks; and
• Achieve enhanced resilience in the face of the effects of climate change.

Climate Adaptation Summit
On 22 October 2020, the Netherlands, host of the Global Center on Adaptation, will convene the Climate Adaptation Summit 
in support of the Global Commission’s Year of Action, to advance the global movement to accelerate adaptation action.  
The Climate Adaptation Summit outcomes will raise the ambition on adaptation in the lead-up to COP26 in December 2020.

Logistics
High-level leaders of convening counties, supporting governments, partner organizations and members of the Global 
Commission are invited to confirm their participation through the RSVP-link, for logistical matters please reach out to 
esmee.ramaaker@minienw.nl.

Countdown to the Climate Adaptation Summit:  
the Launch of the Year of Action

11.30-13.00 Sep 24th 2019, United Nations HQ, Conference Room 7

https://gca.org/global-commission-on-adaptation/report
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfU9zOVIirxvUihe4TqsisGF56HJdzzXr79LSzpgPObglmisQ/viewform
mailto:esmee.ramaaker@minienw.nl

