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CONCEPT NOTE 

Ministerial Meeting at the United Nations:  

“Global Food Security Call to Action” 

 

On May 18, the United States will host in New York a ministerial-level meeting to 

mobilize action around key objectives to address and mitigate the worst impacts of 

the on global food security crisis.  This event will bring together a broad, 

regionally diverse group of countries that includes those most affected by food 

insecurity and those in a position to take action to strengthen global food security, 

nutrition, and resilience.  The United Nations is an ideal venue to convene this 

Global Food Security Call to Action, as we work together to rally the world to 

address the food security crisis, which Russia’s war in Ukraine has exacerbated.  

This Ministerial will build on and further expand efforts begun at the G7 and 

elsewhere, and recognizes the vital role that the United Nations system itself—

including the World Food Program (WFP) and Food and Agricultural Organization 

(FAO), the United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF), 

the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), and the United Nations Office for 

the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA)—will need to play in 

implementing steps to prevent a worsening crisis. 

 

Concept 

 

United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken will chair a Global Food Security 

Call to Action meeting of foreign ministers from approximately 30 regionally 

diverse countries to review the urgent humanitarian and development needs and 

then identify steps to address global food security, nutrition, and resilience.  The 

United Nations Secretary-General and other senior UN officials will be invited to 

update ministers on the spike in food insecurity, the resulting global impact, and 

the steps the UN is taking in response.  Ministers will be invited to speak in 

sessions focused on humanitarian needs and longer-term development efforts 

required to save lives and build resilience for the future. 

  

One day after the Global Food Security Call to Action, Secretary Blinken will 

chair a separate meeting of the UN Security Council focused on the critical linkage 

between conflict and food insecurity. 

 

Background 

 

Accelerating spikes in food prices and shortages fertilizer threaten to destabilize 

fragile societies, deepen extreme poverty, increase hunger, expand already record-



 

2 
 

high humanitarian needs, increase migration, and cause further economic 

dislocation. Russia’s war on Ukraine, and blockade and destruction of critical 

Black Sea ports and other infrastructure, is now further disrupting the supply of 

food commodities and key agricultural inputs – wheat, barley, maize, sunflower 

oil, fertilizer – that are critical to global food security. 

 

The most vulnerable feel the burden most heavily, as even before the conflict in 

Ukraine, the number of people facing acute food insecurity had increased to 161 

million since 2019, driven by COVID-related supply shocks, conflict, and the 

impacts of climate change.  A total of 44 million people in 38 countries are on the 

edge of famine, as 811 million go hungry every night.  Recent estimates project 

that the war in Ukraine could push up to 40 million more people into poverty and 

hunger by the end of 2022.  More broadly, the World Bank estimates that the 

combination of COVID, inflation, and the Russian invasion of Ukraine will result 

in 75-95 million people in extreme poverty in 2022 than were expected pre-

pandemic. 

 

“Global Food Security Call to Action” Objectives 

 

• Build unity around an affirmative agenda delivering both immediate and 

longer-term solutions to the global food security crisis. 

 

• Build support for a coordinated donor response to meet immediate 

humanitarian needs and prevent famine, emphasizing that this support will 

be additive to our current budgets. 

 

• Enable a diverse set of countries – including those most affected by global 

food insecurity – to work together to identify challenges, craft solutions, 

coordinate responses, and support the work of UN specialized agencies. 

 

• Encourage current and potential donor countries to announce deliverables, 

such as new funding commitments, non-trade-distorting release of key food 

commodities, investment in fertilizer production, support for climate-smart 

agricultural innovation, and other steps to prevent and mitigate the effects of 

global food insecurity. 

 

• Support and strengthen coordination among other international mechanisms, 

including the G7 and G20, that are working to strengthen food security, 

nutrition, and resilience. 
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• Lay the groundwork for sustained action to bolster global food security and 

resilience, including to review regularly the fulfillment of commitments. 

 

Logistics 

 

The Global Food Security Call to Action will be held at the United Nations 

Headquarters in New York City on Wednesday May 18 from 3:00 to 6:30 p.m. 

 

To confirm your foreign minister’s participation, please send an email to UN-

MAY18-FOOD-SECURITY-MINISTERIAL@STATE.GOVX no later than 

Friday May 6. If your minister is unable to attend and you wish to send an alternate 

representative, please communicate this request as soon as possible.  
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“Global Food Security Call to Action” 
 

Wednesday May 18, 2022, 3:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
United Nations Headquarters, New York City 

 
DRAFT AGENDA 

 
Session I: Global Challenges Posed by Food Insecurity 

• ~20 minutes 
 
Session II: Understanding and Addressing Immediate Humanitarian Needs 

• 3-4 minute interventions 
• ~70 minutes 

 
Session III: Building Resilience for the Future 

• 3-4 minute interventions 
• ~70 minutes 

 
Session IV: Call to Action 

• ~15 minutes 


