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PROGRAMME 
This Event is co-organized by the Permanent Missions of the Republic of 
Bulgaria, Jamaica and Luxembourg to the United Nations in New York (Co-
Chairs of the Group of Friends of Children and the SDGs), the European 
Union, the Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General 
on Violence Against Children and the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime. 

Welcoming Remarks
H.E. Mr. Jean Asselborn - Minister of Foreign and European Affairs of 
Luxembourg

H.E. Mr. Svetlan Stoev - Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria

Opening Session
H.E. Mr. José Ulisses Correia e Silva - Prime Minister and Head of the 
Government Republic of Cabo Verde (video statement)

Ms. Ghada Waly - Executive Director, UNODC

Ms. Dubravka Šuica - Vice-President for Democracy and Demography, 
European Commission

Panel Discussion
Child Representative - Children Advisory Committees of Dialogue Works 
Campaign (name tbc)

Mr. Omar Abdi - Deputy Executive Director, UNICEF

Ms. Laura Rawlings - Lead Economist, Human Capital Project, the World 
Bank (tbc)

Mr. Andrew Morley - President and CEO, World Vision 

Mr. Cedric Foussard - Global Learning and Advocacy Senior Advisor in 
Access to Justice for Children, Terre des Hommes, Coordinator of the Global 
Initiative on Justice for Children

Interventions from the floor - two minutes per speaker

Moderator
Dr. Najat Maalla M’Jid - Special Representative of the Secretary-General on 
Violence against Children (UN SRSG-VAC)

Closing Session
H.E. Mr. Brian Wallace - Permanent Representative of Jamaica to the United 
Nations in New York (tbc) 

Economic, geopolitical and 
climate crises, and most recently 
the global health emergency, are 
threatening the rights of children 

to protection from violence. 
The damage caused by the 

Covid-19 pandemic was – and 
continues to be – even worse 

than anticipated. The impact on 
children is unlikely to end as the 

pandemic recedes. While it is 
crucial to identify and respond to 
the immediately increased risks 

posed to children in times of 
crisis, we must urgently explore 

how we can strengthen systems 
of protection for children as we 

begin the process of building 
forward better, post pandemic. 

BACKGROUND – THE CHALLENGES
Worldwide, children are victims of different forms of violence 
due to multiple forms of crises: economic, geopolitical and 
more recently, a global health emergency. Almost 18 months 
have passed since the outbreak of the pandemic, and we 
now know that the negative effects of the pandemic are more 
serious than what we could have imagined, it has: increased 
the risks of violence against children (VAC) both at home 
and online; impacted children’s mental health and wellbeing; 
and, has exposed and exacerbated inequalities, poverty 
and exclusion that are drivers of violence, child labor, child 
marriage, trafficking, exploitation and recruitment of children 
by armed/terrorist and violent extremist groups. These crises 
increase the vulnerability of children as well as the systems 
designed to support them.

Furthermore, restrictions on movement, loss of income, 
isolation, overcrowding and high levels of stress and anxiety 
have increased children´s risk of experiencing and observing 
physical, psychological and sexual violence, as well as abuse 
and neglect at home and online violence. While it is crucial to 
identify and recognize the risks posed to children in times of 
health and geopolitical crises, joint efforts are needed during 
these difficult times as well as exploring opportunities for 
change that such crises may represent.

Prevention is the most effective way to end VAC and 
a growing pool of evidence is available to demonstrate 
successful approaches that are also relatively low-cost. An 
integrated, multi-sectoral and coherent national development 
agenda will also address the drivers of violence, such as 
poverty, inequalities, gender discrimination, harmful social 
norms, migration, exclusion and humanitarian crises, among 
other challenges. The international community has been 
progressively recognizing not only the pressing need to invest 
in preventing and responding to violence against children due 
to the devastating consequences on the wellbeing of the child 
itself, but also the social and economic costs on children, their 
families and societies as a whole. This includes the pivotal 
role of the justice system, as well as the other systems such 
as education, health, child protection and inclusive social 
protection to address this phenomenon holistically.

The COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated that a paradigm 
shift in favor of children is long overdue - a shift that treats 
spending on integrated social services as well as sustainable 
and inclusive social protection for children and their caregivers 
as an investment for an inclusive, resilient and sustainable 
recovery, that should be reflected in national development 
plans and economic recovery plans, maximizing coverage 
and impact for all children and their caregivers, leaving no one 
behind. Furthermore, dealing with the short- and long-term 
repercussions of violence imposes significant costs to States’ 
health, education, welfare and justice systems that could be 
better spent elsewhere.

The social and economic costs of violence undermine efforts to 
implement the 2030 Agenda at the national level and hinders 
progress towards full achievement of the SDGs. Accelerating 
progress towards the SDGs requires the integration of ending 
violence against children into national development agendas 
as well as integrated approaches to end VAC, considering 
the interlinked nature of the SDGs. The SDGs have several 
distinct targets that commit States to ending violence against 
children. However, the drivers of violence and the most 
significant risk and protective factors for children cut across 
the whole Agenda. We cannot hope to end violence against 
children if the SDGs related to poverty, hunger, health, 
education, justice, gender, social inclusion, decent work, 
equality, migration, climate change and 
building peaceful societies are not met. 
Similarly, progress toward 
these SDGs will be 
impeded if we do 
not end violence 
against children.  

EVENT OBJECTIVES 
I. Strengthening resilient child protection, inclusive social 
protection and child justice systems in times of the COVID-19 
pandemic and in times of crisis.

II. Ensuring adequate progress towards the achievement of 
the SDGs by ending violence against children.

III. Discussing challenges faced by Member States in dealing 
with violence against children.

IV. Gathering political support from UN Member States in the 
dissemination and further implementation of measures aimed 
to combatting violence against children.

V. Strengthening partnerships, and cooperation at local, 
national, regional and global levels. 

This event ‘Violence against Children 
in Times of Crisis’ aims to draw 

attention to the increased risks of 
violence against children in times of 

crisis and the most effective ways 
to respond and advocate for an 

inclusive, resilient and sustainable 
recovery with children at its centre.
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