
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

 

WHAT'S CHANGED? 
Thought Leadership Conversations on ICPD: 

What has changed in the past 25 years? 

Enabling choices: fertility, families and women's empowerment 

  
  

Side event to the UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS Executive Board Second Regular Session (UNFPA segment) 

5 September, 2019, 1:15pm-2:30pm 

United Nations, HQ 

  
Theme for the Discussion 



Today’s world is more demographically diverse than ever before, bringing new challenges and creating opportunities. This ‘What’s changed’ conversation  

will delve into changing demographics as a driver for sustainable growth, poverty reduction, and human capital development. It will bring together 

representatives from different regions to reflect on the demographic transition and discuss how countries can respond to their needs by making the right 

investments in sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR), gender equality and  youth empowerment. The conversation will set the stage for the 

signature session on demographic dividend and diversity that will take place at the Nairobi Summit on ICPD25 in November. 

 

What do we want to achieve? 

●        Reiterate relevance of ICPD agenda regarding SRHR and gender equality in low-fertility  countries; 

●        Provide a forum for Member States to discuss demographic concerns and policy responses; 

●        Highlight partnerships/commitments with UNFPA to address population and development challenges ahead of the Nairobi Summit. 

  

Who and how? 

This What’s Changed conversation will take place during UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS Executive Board Second Regular Session 2019, to be held at the United 

Nations Headquarters on September 5, 2019. It will be co-hosted by the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Albania to the UN and current Vice President 

of the UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS Executive Board and UNFPA. 

  

Opening remarks: Permanent Representative of Albania and  Executive Director of UNFPA 

Moderator: Dr. Rachel Snow, Chief Population and Development Branch 

Panelists: Sweden, Republic of Korea, Botswana (TBC), Uruguay  

  

What we’ll talk about 

Not so long ago, most people lived in large families, with five children, on average. Where once there was one global fertility rate, today there are many, 

with the differences wider than at any point in human history.   Considering the diversity of worldwide demographic trends, the conversation will focus 

on the countries concerned with the impact of low fertility on economic and social development, that have successfully confronted their demographic 

challenges through evidence-based policies that enhance human rights, including SRHR and choices for all. 

  

Audience 

The Conversation is organized for delegations participating in the UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS Executive Board Second Regular Session 2019 and will be 

webcast. [Details TBC - hashtags #ICPD25 #Nairobi Summit #ICPD4Agenda30) 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scenario 
5 September, 2019 
1:15 – 2:30 pm 

 
                                                                                                                          Questions to panellists 

 

  Round 1 Round 2 Round 3   

Opening Remarks 
H.E. Ms. Besiana 
Kadare, Permanent 
Representative of the 
Permanent Mission of 
the Republic of Albania 
 
Dr. Natalia Kanem, 
Executive Director of 
UNFPA 

  
- Welcoming remarks 
- Overview and introduction 

      

Moderator 

Dr. Rachel Snow, Chief 
Population and 
Development 
Branch(TBC) 

Moderated discussion       



Speaker 1 -  

 

Sweden 

 

Ambassador Anna-
Karin Eneström, 

Deputy Permanent 
Representative of 
Sweden to the UN 

(TBC) 

What are the dynamics over the 
last 25 years and how have you 
responded? 
At any point in time, did the gov 
in Sweden have serious 
concerns about low fertility? 
How have policies affected 
fertility rates?  
 (give them the chance to reflect 
on the nature of their policies) 
 

With work outside the home 
becoming more demanding and 
family life changing, too,  Is there 
anything unique about the way 
families in Sweden handle these 
challenges? 
How has the role of men’s 
engagement changed in household 
tasks and caring for children? 
  

Any final thoughts, based on what you have 
heard from the other panellists? 

  



Speaker 2 (TBC) 

H.E. Mr. Collen Vixen 
Kelapile, Permanent 

Representative of 
Botswana to the UN 

(TBC) 

How do young women in your 
country cope with balancing 
career aspirations and plans for 
having a family,? 
Could you please reflect over 
the past 25 years, where do you 
see advancements in social 
norms, and what have been 
some of the 
challenges/successes? 

What solutions have you found that 
can help advance family life and at 
the same time allow sustainable 
development?  
 

Any final thoughts, based on what you have 
heard from the other panellists? 

  

Speaker 3  

H.E. Ambassador Chull-
joo Park, Deputy 
Permanent 
Representative, 
Permanent Mission of 
the Republic of Korea 
to the UN 

 

Korea has a long history of 
policies that aim at boosting 
fertility rates, Could you reflect 
on some of the key lessons 
learnt? 
As we reflect on the journey 
from Cairo, we intend to 
explore the issues and 
interlinkages among fertility, 
families, women’s labour 
participation and social policies 
- could you please share, in your 
opinion, some of the major 
breakthroughs in your country 
over the last 25 years? 

Listening to the other panellists, and 
drawing on experience in other 
countries, what conclusions could 
you draw for addressing these issues 
in your country 

Any final thoughts, based on what you have 
heard from the other panellists? 

  



Speaker 4  

Mr. Ambassador Luis 
Homero Bermudez 
Alvarez, Deputy 
Permanent 
Representative of 
Uruguay to the UN 

   

Uruguay  since 2003, has been 
faced with  a total fertility rate 
that is  below replacement level, 
and in 2017 the rate was 1.71 
children/woman. Despite this, 
Uruguay, in accordance with the  
Priority Measures of the 
Montevideo Consensus on 
Population and Development, is 
still pursuing the reduction of 
teenage pregnancy. Could you 
please share the experience 
with Uruguay reconciling these 
two issues with a rights-based 
approach? 
 

 
Which is the specific role of the 
National Care System as a good 
practice to promote gender equality 
and therefore address the exercise of 
SRH rights? 
 

Listening to the other panellists, and 
drawing on experience in other countries, 
what conclusions can you draw for 
addressing these issues in your country? 

 

Closing Remarks 

H.E. Ms. Besiana 
Kadare, Permanent 
Representative of the 
Permanent Mission of 
the Republic of Albania 
 
Dr. Natalia Kanem, 
Executive Director of 
UNFPA 
 

-Concluding remarks 
-Concluding remarks  

      

  

 

 


