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Background Note for the  
2018 Global Commission Report Launch at the United Nations 

September 5, 2018 (15:00 – 17:00)  
Conference Room 8, UNHQ NY 

 
 
Background 
 
In 2014, the Global Commission on the Economy and Climate found that all 
countries can build lasting economic growth while reducing the risks of climate 
change. In the four years since, a wealth of experience has built up 
demonstrating that the opportunities to deliver strong, sustainable and inclusive 
growth and ambitious climate action are even more compelling than was 
foreseen. But while governments, investors, and businesses are driving change 
in some areas, many economic opportunities remain unrealized, with the overall 
pace of change far too slow. In short, we have a growth story, demand for it is 
increasing, but we’re running out of time. Consequently, we must all, 
collectively, urgently step-up ambition.  
 
The Global Commission’s 2018 Report identifies the major opportunities to 
rapidly accelerate action toward this new growth model in five economic sectors 
– energy, cities, food and land use, water, and industry. It documents the real 
economic benefits, the prospects for better jobs, for reduced air pollution, 
reduced GHG emissions and enhanced resilience, and the business and 
investment opportunities that are at the heart of this new growth model. It also 
makes the case that, in order to realise these opportunities, the broader financial 
system needs to adjust to the realities of building a sustainable, low-carbon 
future.  
 
The Report is intended to inform and equip economic decision-makers – 
finance and economic ministers, business leaders, and investors – with the 
arguments and the evidence that will drive this transformation. The Report will 
be a vehicle through which coalitions and champions can engage the economic 
and financial decision-makers best positioned to deliver change and galvanise 
them to take action. 
 
Overarching objective  
To accelerate action and enhance climate ambition to 2020, by providing a 
compelling evidence base of the economic benefits of enhanced action and 
mobilising leaders around this  
 
Outcome and Purpose 
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• Reboot the economic case for enhanced climate action, with clear 
examples of where it is already delivering, and credible next steps to 
accelerate action.  

• Equip Global Commissioners, partners and champions with clear and 
credible messages on how countries can achieve strong, sustainable and 
inclusive economic growth while reducing the risks of climate change.  

• Land the Report’s messages with financial and economic decision-
makers, especially in government, development finance institutions 
(DFIs), and the private sector. 

 
The official launch of the 2018 Report slated for first week of September 2018, 
is strategically timed to attract attention to a positive, opportunity-focused 
framing before a busy season of key economic and climate discussions, and to 
help build momentum behind key moments. The launch event will take place 
on Wednesday 5th September at 3pm EST with a formal handover of the 
Report to UN Secretary-General António Guterres, in support of the UN 
agenda and the upcoming 2019 Climate Summit. The launch event will be 
supported by a wider media and outreach strategy with all Report materials 
and findings embargoed for earlier that day.  
 
A longer tail of engagements will then be undertaken, particularly at:  

• Global Climate Action Summit, San Francisco, California – September 
2018 

• UNGA and Climate Week, NYC – September 2018 

• World Bank-IMF Annual Meetings, Bali-Indonesia – October 2018 

• G20, Buenos Aires, Argentina – November 2018  

• COP25, Katowice, Poland – December 2018 
• Davos 2018. Switzerland – January 2019 

• WB-IMF Spring Meetings, DC – April 2019 

• 2019 Climate Summit of the UN Secretary-General 
 
Envisioned Program 
Scenario/Detailed Program attached. 
 
Any Other Details: 
Final RSVP List will be shared by August 31, 2018 
 
Planned Final 2018 Global Commission Report Materials  
Printed Materials  

• Full 2018 Global Commission Report  
• Executive Summary 
• Launch overview (1 pager) 
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Online  

• Web version of the 2018 Report and Full PDF of the 2018 Report  
• Executive Summary PDFs  
• Interactive map with country examples and cross cutting themes  
• Video  
 

NCE Communications and Engagement Team  
• Ferzina Banaji – Director of Communications and Engagement 

(Ferzina.banaji@newclimateeconomy.net)   
• Jessica Brand – Communications Lead 

(Jessica.brand@newclimateeconomy.net)   
• Madhavi Ganeshan – Engagement Lead 

(madhavi.ganeshan@newclimateeconomy.net)   
 


