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Concept Note 
 

Briefing with Permanent Representatives to the United Nations from the Americas in preparation 
for the third High-level Meeting of the General Assembly on the Prevention and Control of Non-

communicable Diseases and the High-Level Meeting on Tuberculosis 

Friday 1 June 2018 | 10:00am to 12:00pm 

UN Headquarters 

 

Background  

Every year, 5.2 million people die from non-communicable diseases (NCDs) in the Americas, 

primarily from diabetes, cardiovascular diseases, cancers, and chronic respiratory diseases, with 

35 percent of these deaths occurring prematurely in people between 30 and 70 years of age. At 

the same time more than 20,000 people die from Tuberculosis (TB) each year and more than 

one quarter of a million people are affected by this disease in the Americas. NCDs and TB also 

share several underlying social determinants: there is a strong association with poverty, living 

and working conditions, and financial and social protection.  

 

There is also a direct relationship between specific NCDs and TB and mental health disorders, 

namely addictions. The burden of these epidemics, their disproportionate impact on the poor 

and populations living in vulnerable conditions, and the lack of scaled-up implementation of 

plans, policies and programs will have adverse implications for national development in the 

Americas.  

 

Despite the evidence and guidance now available, coordinated planning, implementation and 

funding for TB and NCD initiatives remain limited. An effective NCD and TB response requires 

robust health systems and rapid progress towards universal health coverage, so that everyone 

at risk or affected by these conditions can have access to quality prevention, treatment, 

rehabilitation and palliative care services.  

Two United Nations General Assembly High-level Meetings will take place in New York this year: 

the first global meeting on TB will be held on 26 September and the third High-level meeting on 

NCDs on 27 September. World leaders have recognized the urgency and importance of 

addressing these two epidemics in the Sustainable Development Goals, and these events 

provide a unique opportunity to raise their attention to the highest political levels. Political 

support is critical to achieving the necessary scale-up of global efforts to beat NCDs and 
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promote mental health and well-being, prevent avoidable deaths, extend and improve lives and 

end TB, the leading infectious killer in the world.    

The Permanent Mission of Jamaica to the United Nations, with the support of the World Health 

Organization and the Pan American Health Organization, is convening a joint briefing on NCDs 

and TB with Permanent Representatives in New York, as part of the preparatory process for 

these two High-level meetings. 

 

Objectives of this meeting:  

1. Review the status of progress that countries are making in meeting the NCD 

commitments. 

2. Review the processes and regional priorities for the upcoming UN HLM on NCDs and 

the UN HLM on TB. 

3. Promote the importance of participation of member states at the highest level of 

representation. 

4. Inform and share perspectives with Permanent Missions on the interactive civil society 

hearing on TB on 4 June and the interactive hearing on NCDs on 5 July, organized by 

the President of the General Assembly. 

 


