
ADVANCING SDG 16+ IN 2019: 
POLICY, PRACTICE AND POLITICAL WILL 

LESSONS LEARNED FROM THE ANNUAL SHOWCASE, HLPF 2019 AND THE SDG SUMMIT
MARCH 7, 1:15- 2:45PM, CONFERENCE ROOM 5 

Background

Sustainable Development Goal 16 on Peaceful, Just and Inclusive Societies continues to highlight the universality 
of the SDGs and act as an enabling component of an interlinked and mutually reinforcing 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development with links to Sustaining Peace. Four years after the landmark adoption of the 2030 
Agenda, 2019 now offers two distinct but interconnected opportunities to reflect, reinvigorate and renew our 
global commitment to peace, justice, and inclusion as critical to development and vice versa — HLPF and the SDG 
Summit.

Lessons learned from the Annual Showcase, HLPF 2019 and the SDG Summit

This event will bring to the fore key take-aways from the 16+ Forum Annual Showcases against the backdrop of 
2019. With the inaugural Showcase held in Tbilisi in 2017, the second in Freetown in 2018 and the third planned 
for Dili in the fall of 2019, Permanent Representatives will share their insights and perspectives on the Annual 
Showcase as a platform to highlight implementation and as a means by which to strengthen coordination, 
partnerships and complimentary agendas, particularly against the backdrop of 2019. From the importance of 
inclusion in process, policy and practice, to building trust, prioritizing national and local ownership, leveraging 
complimentary agendas and fostering multistakeholder partnerships, these themes have remained constant.

In a few months, and under the theme of Empowering People and Ensuring Inclusiveness and Equality, national 
progress on SDG 16, along with SDG 4 (Quality Education), SDG 8 (Employment and Decent Work for All), SDG 10 
(Reducing Inequalities), SDG 13 (Climate) and SDG 17 (Partnerships) will be reviewed through the Voluntary 
National Review Process at the High-level Political Forum (HLPF). Fifty-one member states, including Timor-Leste 
and Sierra Leone, have registered. In September 2019, the SDG Summit will provide an opportunity for Member 
States to assess progress made on all SDGs, as well as actions needed going forward. 

The path to HLPF 2019 and the SDG Summit offer a critical opportunity to advance the practical implementation of 
SDG 16+ across all stakeholders and strengthen national commitment to the 2030 Agenda as a mutually 

The Permanent 
Mission of Georgia 

to the United 
Nations

The Permanent 
Mission of 

Sierra Leone to the 
United Nations

The Permanent 
Mission of 

Timor-Leste to the 
United Nations



2

reinforcing and indivisible whole, in 2019 and beyond. With opening remarks from the speakers noted below, 
this event is also intended to provide a space for dialogue and collaboration as we embark on a pivotal year for 
the growing community of SDG 16+ champions. In addition to the speakers listed below, we look forward to 
interventions from partner initiatives, platforms, networks and organizations. All are invited to attend. 

Speakers:

• H.E. Mr. Kaha Imnadze, Permanent Representative of Georgia to the United Nations  

• H.E. Dr. Francis M. Kai-kai, Permanent Representative of Sierra Leone to the United Nations

• H.E. Mrs. Maria Helena Pires, Permanent Representative of Timor-Leste to the United Nations 

• Mr. Bonian Golmohammadi, Secretary-General, World Federation of UN Associations & the 16+ 
Forum (Moderator)

16+ Forum Partners:

Permanent Missions of Australia, Costa Rica, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Georgia, Guatemala, Peru, the 
Republic of Korea, Sierra Leone, Sweden, Timor-Leste, Tunisia, as well as the g7+ and WFUNA as its Secretariat.


