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 For centuries, Mongolians have treasured water 

above everything else. A commodity so precious they call it Blue Gold. Now that 

commodity is threatened by climate change.  

‘Blue Gold,’ a film by UNDP Mongolia investigates how climate change has 

affected water supplies in Mongolia, and the consequences for communities 

across the country.  

 

The film is being launched at a special screening organized by the Permanent 

Mission of Mongolia and UNDP, on 27 September 2018, 18:30-19:45 in 

Conference Room 11, during the UN General Assembly.  

UN Mongolia Resident Coordinator and UNDP Mongolia Resident Representative 

Beate Trankmann will be available for media interviews on 27-28 September.  

To interview Mrs. Trankmann, media please contact UNDP Communications staff:  

Bulgan Bayasgalant - Bulganchimeg.bayasgalant@undp.org; 

Sangita Khadka - sangita.khadka@undp.org. 

 

Mongolia is warming at more than twice the rate of the global average, and glaciers are 

melting fast, having lost 40 percent of their area since the 1990s. For nomadic herder 

populations living downstream that steady stream of safe drinking water can no longer 

be taken for granted. Compounding the problem is a fast growing economy that relies on 

fossil fuels that are also affecting water bodies. 

A panel discussion to be held after the screening will examine links between climate 

change, unsustainable energy use, ecosystems, water, livelihoods, and culture. Opening 

remarks will be delivered by UNDP Administrator Achim Steiner and Tsogtbaatar 

Damdin, Minister of Foreign Affairs Mongolia. Panelists include Mrs. Oyun Sanjaasuren, 



Director of External Affairs at the Green Climate Fund, Claudia Ortiz, UNDP Adaptation 

Expert and Beate Trankmann, UN Mongolia Resident Coordinator. 

Beate Trankmann has been serving as the United Nations Resident Coordinator and the 

UN Development Programme Resident Representative for Mongolia since August 2015. 

Prior to this, was the UNDP Country Director in Indonesia (2010-2015); Deputy Resident 

Representative in charge of Programme in Sri Lanka (2005-2010); Assistant Resident 

Representative responsible for democratic governance in Cambodia (2002-2005); and 

programme officer in China (1999-2002), and Geneva (1998-99).  

 

Before joining UNDP, Ms. Trankmann was a research fellow at the European Institute for 

Asian Studies in Brussels, advising European Union institutions on EU-Asia relations. 

Educated in France, Taiwan and Germany, she holds a master’s degree in political 

science and a bachelor’s degree in China studies, both from the University of Hamburg. 

 


