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Concept note 
 
Background  

In 2020 humanitarian needs rose to record levels, driven by conflict, climate change, and 

disease outbreaks, including the health and socio-economic impacts of the COVID-19 

pandemic. The COVID-19 pandemic disrupted humanitarian responses around the world, 

exacerbating the alarming levels of existing humanitarian needs. Against this 

unprecedented level of need and enabled by the generous  support of donors, OCHA’s 

pooled funds – the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and the Country-based 

Pooled Funds (CBPFs) – rose to the challenge and collectively allocated a record-breaking 

$1.8 billion to 59 countries,  making 2020 the fourth consecutive year with record-high 

allocation levels. 

Throughout 2020, the pooled funds served as critical mechanisms for rapid and flexible 

funding to humanitarian partners when and where it was needed the most. The funds 

enabled timely, effective and principled humanitarian action while strengthening leadership, 

coordination and coherence in emergency responses. 

During the year, CERF was able to assist a record number of 69.3 million people – more 

than twice as many as in 2019. The CBPFs enabled partners to provide life-saving 

assistance to 36.3 million people – some 30 per cent more than in 2019. 

The achievements of the OCHA-managed pooled funds are reflected in their annual 

publications, and for the first time, OCHA is convening a launch event to promote the annual 

reports of the two pooled funds, namely: 

• the CBPF Global Synthesis Report, which provides a global overview that 

captures the key achievements of all CBPFs, providing analysis, visuals and field 

stories;  

• the CERF Annual Results Report, which provides a comprehensive and data-

driven overview of how CERF made a difference during the year, bringing together 

information about funding allocated, and an analysis of results achieved; and  

• the OCHA-managed Pooled Funds – 2020 Overview, a new overview that 

presents 2020 highlights of the joint accomplishments of the OCHA-managed 

pooled funds and how they made a difference for millions of people globally that 

needed humanitarian assistance. 
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LAUNCH OF 2020 OCHA POOLED FUNDS ANNUAL REPORTS 

 

Event 

The formal launch of the reports will take place on 7 July from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. New York (EST) / 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Geneva (CET), as part of a 90-minute event that will be both virtual and interactive. It will include a presentation to Member 

States and partners on the main achievements of the CBPFs and the CERF in 2020. The event will open with a message 

from the Secretary-General of the United Nations (TBC) and remarks by the Acting Under-Secretary-General for 

Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator and will feature a panel discussion moderated by a media anchor, 

as well as a video on the pooled fund contributions to underfunded crises, followed by interventions from the floor. 

 

Objectives 

• Demonstrate the importance of the OCHA-managed pooled funds in saving the lives of people caught in 

humanitarian crises. 

• Galvanize increased commitment to the OCHA-managed pooled funds to ensure that they are fit to respond to the 

ever-growing humanitarian needs. In particular, the event will showcase CBPFs’ and CERF’s results in 2020 and 

their unique added-value in delivering life-saving aid targeting the most vulnerable.  

• Underline the critical role of the Funds in driving innovation to better address humanitarian challenges and 

promoting positive systematic change through their allocations. 

 

Agenda (tentative) 

10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m. Opening remarks 

▪ Message by Mr. António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations (TBC) 

▪ Introductory remarks by the Acting Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and 

Emergency Relief Coordinator 

▪ Video on the pooled fund contributions to underfunded crises 

10:20 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Panel discussion  

11:00 a.m. – 11:25 a.m. Interventions from the floor 

11:25 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Closing remarks 

 

Participation 

• This open event will be live streamed on webtv.un.org and is open to all.  

• All Member States and Observer Missions in New York and Geneva, UN agencies, members of the Pooled 

Fund Working Group and the CERF Advisory Group, and the private sector are invited to join the event and 

express interest for interventions from the floor. 

• The event will be hosted virtually on Interprefy and will be conducted in English. Arabic and French interpretation 

will be available. Participants are kindly asked to limit their interventions to two minutes. 

 

Registration 

Participants are requested to complete the on-line registration form and indicate their intention to make a short statement 
by Thursday, 1 July 2021 COB NYT, by visiting our registration page [https://forms.office.com/r/NpXUTK2KFd]. 
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