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Peacebuilding Commission 

Ambassadorial-level meeting on Colombia 

13 April 2022, 11:00 AM (New York time) 

 

Background 

 

The PBC last met on Colombia on 15 November 2021, just as Colombians were preparing 
that month to celebrate the fifth anniversary of the signing of the Agreement between the 
Government and former FARC guerrilla (“the Agreement”). The Anniversary brought 
Colombians and the international community together in activities acknowledging the major 
achievements and outstanding challenges, and in renewing commitments to the 
comprehensive implementation of the Agreement. As the PBC now reconvenes on Colombia, 
the country is in the midst of an election year to determine a new legislature and a new 
executive who will inherit the responsibility, building on current foundations, to carry the 
peacebuilding process forward in the years ahead. On 13 March, Colombians elected a new 
Congress for the 2022-2026 period, which will be inaugurated on 20 July. The elections 
represented a significant milestone in the implementation of the Agreement: it was the first 
time that Colombians from rural and violence-affected areas voted to elect representatives for 
the 16 special transitional electoral districts for peace – all of them accredited as victims of 
the conflict. Presidential elections will take place on 29 May with a second round – if needed 
– scheduled for 19 June. 
 
Through the commitment of the parties, State institutions and civil society, progress has been 
made in the implementation of the Agreement. This includes support to victims, the 
socioeconomic reincorporation and political participation of the former combatants – known 
as the political party Comunes, the expansion of Territorially Focused Development Plans 
(PDETs), illicit crops substitution and rural development. At the same time, challenges 
remain in some violence-affected areas, where illegal armed groups compete for illicit 
economies, and social and territorial control in the context of a limited presence of the State 
and in ensuring the sustainability of the reincorporation process and transitional justice 
outcomes. Ensuring the sustainability of progress in reintegration depends on expanding 
access to land and housing, enhancing education and employment opportunities, and ensuring 
sufficient support for the many former combatants who are living outside of former 
Territorial Areas for Training and Reintegration (TATRs). Moreover, 2022 will be an 
important year for the three components of the Comprehensive System for Truth, Justice, 
Reparation, and Non-Repetition in the delivery of their mandates. The Secretary-General and 
the Security Council reiterated the UN’s full support for the peace process during the 
former’s visit to Colombia in November 2021 and the latter’s last meeting on Colombia in 
January 2022. Both acknowledged the complementary contributions to peace offered by the 
UN Verification Mission and the UN Country Team. 
 
Peacebuilding Financing and Partnerships 

 
The number of former combatants participating in collective and individual productive 
projects has continued to increase steadily since the signing of the Agreement. As of March 
2022, there are 116 collective projects benefiting 3,855 people, and 3,918 individual projects 
benefiting 4,736 people, which means 63 per cent of accredited former combatants now take 
part in such initiatives. Importantly, despite persisting challenges, including competing care 
tasks and limited participation in decision-making, almost 70 per cent of accredited female 
former combatants participate in collective or individual productive projects. Some of the 
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main challenges facing productive projects include the need to strengthen cooperatives, 
access to markets and land, technical assistance and security issues. 
 
In 2015, the Colombian Government established the Colombian Peace Fund (FCP) to 
coordinate all public, private, and international cooperation contributions to peacebuilding.  
In February 2016, a UN Post-Conflict Multi-Partner Trust Fund (now UN Multi-Partner Trust 
Fund for Sustaining Peace in Colombia, (MPTF-C)), was established as one of the five 
funding channels assigned to the FCP. MPTF-C, a tripartite tool composed of the 
Government, the UN Country Team and Member States, coordinates the investments from 
the international community with national priorities to implement the Agreement. MPTF-C 
has received $198.2 million in contributions and interest of which $172.5 million have been 
allocated through the engagement of 160 partners (including NGOs and the private sector) as 
well as 18 UN entities in 200 projects for over 1.9 million direct beneficiaries. Since 2014, 
the PBF has invested a total of $40.2 million in Colombia, $25 million through the MPTF-C 
and $15.2 million directly. 
 
Purpose of the meeting 

 

Colombia’s peace process continues to serve as a positive example of the possibility of 
resolving armed conflict through dialogue. The meeting offers an opportunity for the 
Commission to discuss with the President of Colombia, along with other participants, the 
state of peace consolidation and to identify key aspects for the success of the full 
implementation of the Agreement and overcoming the challenges ahead. PBC members will 
also build on discussions from the previous meetings (January 2020 in Cartagena and 
November 2021) to share good practices on financing and partnerships to ensure continued 
support to the Agreement. 
 
Guiding questions 

 
- What factors have contributed to the progress and challenges in the implementation of the 

Agreement? 
- As the Agreement enters a new phase of implementation after its fifth anniversary, in 

which key aspects could the UN provide further support for peace consolidation through 
the implementation of the Agreement? 

- How could the Commission help to mobilize political support, financing and partnerships 
for the Agreement, including encouraging complementarity of different strands of 
funding and technical assistance? 

- What are some good practices of innovative financing, local-level entrepreneurship, 
private sector investments, and public-private sector partnerships in peacebuilding? 

- How could the Commission help advocate for longer-term, risk-tolerant, flexible funding 
for peacebuilding efforts of women, youth, ethnic communities and rural residents to 
strengthen local economies and sustain peace? 

 
Agenda 

 
- Opening remarks by H.E. Ms. Rabab Fatima, Chair of the PBC 
- Remarks by H.E. Mr. Iván Duque Márquez, President of Colombia 
- Remarks by Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Special Representative of the Secretary-General 

and Head of the UN Verification Mission in Colombia and Ms. Mireia Villar Forner, 
Resident Coordinator 
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- Remarks by cooperative representative, Mr. Jhan Carlos Moreno of ECOMUN Esperanza 
del Pueblo Multiactive Cooperative (COOMEEP) 

- Remarks by Presidential Counsellor Mr. Emilio Archila 
- Interventions from the floor (including from Ms. Elizabeth Spehar, ASG for 

Peacebuilding Support) 
- Closing remarks by H.E. Ms. Rabab Fatima, Chair of the PBC 
 
Background materials 

 
- Information on MPTF-C/PBF support in Colombia 
- Report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Verification Mission in Colombia 
 


