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11 MARCH 2019 | 3:00 P.M. - 4:15 P.M. UNITED NATIONS 
HEADQUARTERS, NEW YORK | CONFERENCE ROOM 12  
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How can infrastructure better 
contribute to the achievement of 

SDG 5 Gender Equality? 

Infrastructure and Sustainable 
Development



also on other initiatives where the use of infrastructure 
may be a supporting or side-activity. We will draw upon 
country specific experiences to explore a number of 
key evidence-based choices and activities available 
to those trying to mainstream equal opportunities 
into infrastructure development and the role and 
opportunities of infrastructure to achieve gender 
equality. To support this aim, UNOPS and the University 
of Oxford will launch a new publicly available tool 
to help look at project outputs and understand what 
activities can be completed to improve their positive 
influences on the communities they serve. The tool 
will initially aid in the design and implementation of 
infrastructure endeavors to support governments 
realize their ambitions for SDG 5 ‘ Achieve gender 
equality and empower all women and girls’, and 
ultimately support the achievement of the remaining 
Sustainable Development Goals.

3:00-3:05 Photo Op

3:05-3:30 Opening Statements 

• Ms. Grete Faremo, Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director, UNOPS
• H.E. Ms. Geraldine Byrne Nason, Permanent Representative of Ireland
• H.E. Dr. Amrith Rohan Perera, Permanent Representative of Sri Lanka
• H.E. Mr. Sven Jürgenson, Permanent Representative of Estonia

3:30-3:45

3:45-4:05

Presentation: Launch Oxford/UNOPS project SDG5 analysis by Mr. Nick      
O'Regan, Director, Infrastructure and Project Management Group, UNOPS

Expert Panel Interactive Discussion - Presentations – best Practice - Mainstreaming 
gender in infrastructure projects:

• Ms. Eva Johansson, Gender Advisor, Swedish International Development
Cooperation Agency
• Mr. Callum Newman, Associate Director, Department of International
Development, Arup
• Mrs. Swarna Sumanasekera, Chairperson, National Committee on Women, Sri
Lanka

4:05-4:15 Q&A facilitated by the Moderator: Ms. Kerina Wang, Capacity Development Officer, 
International Monetary Fund 

Program

Background
The governments of Sri Lanka, Estonia, Swedish 
International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) 
and UNOPS have co-organized this side event to bring 
together a group of leading experts to explore how to 
ensure that infrastructure development contributes 
effectively to the advancement of women and the 
attainment of SDG 5 ‘achieve gender equality and 
empower all women and girls’. As infrastructure is 
never gender-neutral, the discussions will explore 
why it is important to consider the needs of 
women in all stages of project development – from 
preparation and planning to implementation and 
close-out. Opportunities and challenges posed by 
basic infrastructure, such as roads, bridges, electricity, 
water, transportation, public facilities as well as 
modern infrastructure, such as information and 
communication technologies will be examined. The 
focus will not only be on infrastructure projects but 
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