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Please note that CR7 will be in a restricted area and therefore a primary or secondary (named) pass will 

be required for entry. Those that have passes into the UN can collect their passes for the event in the 

UN building. Those that do not have passes for the UN building will need to collect their passes on 

Monday morning. You will be advised on the location later this week. 

A summary of the meeting will be made available, but discussions will not constitute an official record 

of the UNGA 

 

1. Organizers 

Russian Federation and the World Health Organization 

 

2. Co-sponsors 

Republic of Belarus; Japan; India; Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Norway; Philippines, Democratic Socialist 

Republic of Sri Lanka; Sweden; Tonga; Turkey; and Socialist Republic of Viet Nam.  

Members of the United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on the Prevention and Control of Non-

Communicable Diseases 

  

GUIDANCE  
DRAFT: CONCEPT NOTE 

 
 

Friends of the United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on the Prevention and Control of  
Non-communicable Diseases: Supporting Member States to achieve the NCD-related targets 

for the Sustainable Development Goals 
 

Monday, 23 September 2019, 13:15 to 14:45  
Conference room 7, United Nations Building, New York 
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3. Objectives of the side event 

➢ To review the current work of the Task Force and agree how the UN system can better support 
countries to scale up their responses to the NCD-related SDG targets.  
 

➢ To highlight how Member States and development partners are responding to the NCD epidemic.  
 

➢ To review how the Task Force, Member States and development partners are responding to 
recent ECOSOC resolutions regarding the work of the Task Force. 
 

➢ To launch: (i) a set of NCD UN agency briefs; (ii) a set of case studies providing examples of 
activities among members of the Task Force; and (iii) a WHO primer on heath taxes.  
 

➢ To announce the winners of the 2019 Task Force Awards. 
 

4. Format 

A. Welcome and introduction from the Moderator (Head of Task Force Secretariat) 
 
 

B. Opening statements from co-organizers 
 

❖ Hon Veronika Skvortsova, Minister of Healthcare, Russian Federation 
❖ Dr Poonam Singh, Regional Director for the WHO South East Asia Regional Office. 

 
 

C. Keynote speakers 
 

❖ H.E. José Ulisses de Pina Correia e Silva, Prime Minister, Republic of Cabo Verde,  
❖ Hon Katsunobu Kato, Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare, Japan;  
❖ Máximo Torero Cullen, Assistant Director-General, Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations. 
 
 

D. Launch of publications 
 

❖ Launch of a set of briefs on how individual UN agencies support country action on NCDs 
❖ Launch of a set of case studies on how UN and multilateral agencies are scaling up work on NCDs  
❖ Launch of WHO’s Health Policy Tax brief 

 
 

E. Remarks from the panel 
 

❖ Hon Nguyen Thi Kim Tien, Madam Minister of Health, Viet Nam 
❖ Hon Francisco T. Duque, Secretary of Health, Philippines 
❖ Tandi Dorji, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Bhutan 
❖ Irene Khan, Director General, International Development Law Organization 
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❖ Manoj Jhalani, Additional Secretary and Mission Director (National Health Mission), Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare, India 

❖ Olivia Wigzell, Director-General of the National Board of Health and Welfare, Sweden 
❖ Katja C. Nordgaard, Director-General of the Department for Economic Relations and 

Development, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Norway 
❖ Colin McCiff, Deputy Director, Office of Global Affairs, Department of Health and Human Services, 

United States  
❖ Mandeep Dhaliwal, Director: HIV, Health & Development Group 
❖ Stineke Oenema, Secretariat Coordinator, United Nations System Standing Committee on 

Nutrition 
 
 

F. Announcement of Awards* 
 
 

G. Moderated discussion  
 
 

H. Closing statements  
❖ Zsuzsanna Jakab, Deputy Director-General, WHO 
❖ Svetlana Akselrod, Director, Partnership on NCDs, WHO 

 
 

* Please note that as for last year limited space in the room precludes winners coming up to receive 

their awards during the event itself. Winners will therefore be presented their awards immediately after 

the event where there will be opportunities to have photographs taken.   

 

5.  Contact information: 

Nick Banatvala 
Head of the Task Force Secretariat, WHO 
banatvalan@who.int,  Mobile: +41.79.484.32.98 

  

mailto:banatvalan@who.int
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6. Background 

• The WHO-led UN Inter-Agency Task Force on the Prevention and Control of Non-communicable 

Diseases provides coordinated UN system support to Member States across the NCD-related SDGs. 

The Task Force delivers high quality technical support to drive multisectoral action in countries. The 

Task Force Secretariat is based in WHO, in line with WHO’s leadership role for NCDs outlined in the 

2011 Political Declaration.   

 

• The Task Force was established in 2013 by the UN Secretary-General. The WHO DG reports to 

ECOSOC through the UN Secretary-General each year on the work of the Task Force. Currently 

around 40 UN system agencies are members. 

 

• The Task Force is working in over 30 countries. Over 15 agencies have participated in Task Force joint 

programming missions. Other development partners such as the Governments of Japan, US (CDC) 

and UK have participated in these missions, as has the NCD Alliance. Mission teams have met with 

Heads of State and minsters from finance, labour, education, development and other key sectors.  

 

• Un agencies take forward action through global joint programmes. One example is the WHO-UNDP 

joint programme on governance for NCDs. As part of this, over 20 NCD investment cases have been 

undertaken to support governments better understand the costs of NCDs to the economy and the 

return on investment from action.  

 

• The side event will launch three publications (Annex 1). In addition, in response to the 2018 political 

declaration on NCDs and recent ECOSOC resolutions on the work of the Task Force, Task Force 

members have developed a strategy for the Task Force for 2019-2021. The strategy’s four priorities 

were described int eh Task Force’s report to ECOSOC in 2019. The strategy will also be available at 

the side event (Annex 2) 

 

• Since its inception, the Task Force has developed technical guidance and advocacy material in order 

for different parts of government, and the UN system, to scale up action on the NCD-related SDGs.  It 

has also been working with Member States and development partners to develop a proposal for low- 

and middle-income countries to access catalytic funding and technical assistance from the UN system 

through a voluntary multi-donor trust fund.   
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Annex 1. Publications being launched at the side event 

 

1. Responding to the Challenge of NCDs: UN Agency Briefs 

 

The set of briefs provides policy advisors and decision-makers across different UN agencies, Member 

States and development partners with information on how the UN system is responding to the challenge 

of NCDs. The briefs describe: 

• the role of the different UN system agency in making an effective contribution to the prevention 

and control of NCDs; 

• current and potential actions for different agencies to support the World Health Assembly-

endorsed “best buys” and other recommended interventions to address NCDs; 

• the importance of partnerships for ensuring that agencies mobilize an effective response to 

NCDs; and 

• how agencies are mobilizing resources to deliver support to Member States. 

 

2. NCDs and mental health: Case studies from across the UN system 

The case studies in this short brochure provide examples on how UN and multilateral agencies beyond 

WHO are stepping up their action to support countries in their efforts to meet the NCD-related SDG 

targets. 

 

3. WHO’s primer on health taxes 

This publication highlights the importance of health taxes as a cost-effective measure that result in: 

• healthier lives 

• healthier population 

• wealthier treasury 

Health taxes support the attainment of the SDGs. They can:  

• significantly reduce the NCD burden (Goal 3) 

• greatly benefit vulnerable populations which bear larger health burdens (Goals 1,5,10) 

• boost economic development through a healthier workforce (Goal 8) 
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Annex 2. Task Force strategy 2019-2021 

 

The strategy has four strategic priorities 

 

1. Supporting countries to deliver multisectoral action on the NCD-related SDG targets 

The Task Force will respond to the increasing demand for context-specific technical assistance from 
countries to support national action and capacity building on the NCD-related SDG targets. 
 
 
2. Mobilizing resources 

The Task Force will mobilise resources to support the development of national responses to reach the 

NCD-related SDG targets. 

 

3. Harmonising action and forging partnerships 

Global health and development initiatives and forging multi-stakeholder partnerships and alliances at all 
levels to achieve public health and NCD-related SDG targets. 
 

4. Being an exemplar for UN reform 

In line with the UN Secretary-General’s commitment to reposition the UN development system to 
deliver on the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda, the Task Force will enable its members, at all 
levels, to work as one, in supporting governments respond to the NCD-related SDG targets. 
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