
                                  
 

DRAFT CONCEPT PAPER on Delivering on UN Development System Reform in 

the Eastern and Southern Caribbean: UN and USAID PARTNERSHIP to accelerate 

progress of the SDGs in the SIDS 

Goal Statement: To highlight the success and best practices associated with the 

significant increase in USAID’s coordination and collaboration with UN bodies and 

specialized agencies in order to advance both the U.S. Government's international 

development agenda, the UN SDGs, and the UN Development System Reform within 

the Small Independent and Development States (SIDS) across the Eastern and 

Southern Caribbean. 

Tasks: 

Demonstrate how the partnership supports the UN Development System Reform and 

the mandate given by member states under the QCPR on complex and significant 

development policy, program, and reform issues in the UN system. 

Highlight how the partnership supports both the UN and USAID/ESC on developing and 

implementing policies, programs and guidelines affecting broad, emerging, and critical 

support in international development goals within the SIDS related to the Eastern and 

Southern Caribbean. 

Provide evidence-based results on how the partnership and collaboration is helping to 

achieve development objectives around economic, security, social, and environmental 

sectors. 

Background: 

The Caribbean is home to many small island developing states, including the 11 

countries under the USAID/ESC’s area of responsibility: Antigua & Barbuda, Saint 

Lucia, Trinidad & Tobago, Bahamas, Grenada, Saint Vincent & the Grenadines, 

Barbados, Dominica, Guyana, Saint Kitts & Nevis, and Suriname. Like other SIDS, 

countries in the region share many common development challenges, including 

geographic and economic isolation, limited resources, environmental fragility, high costs 

of transportation and energy, high crime rates, and vulnerability to climate change and 

natural disasters. Moreover, in its resolution 71/224, the General Assembly recognized 

that the Caribbean Sea was an area with unique biodiversity and highly fragile 

ecosystems, which is surrounded by a large number of countries, many of which rely 

heavily on the marine environment for economic growth and sustainable development. 



                                  
 

Over the years, and most recently during the past two years, the UN agencies and 

USAID/ESC have partnered in various development sectors to support the Caribbean 

SIDS in meeting their sustainable development priorities and addressing development 

challenges. However, COVID-19, and other major challenges― the lack of economies 

of scale in production, high vulnerability to environmental stresses, acute exposure to 

external shocks, and excessive reliance on external financial inflows and on few export 

and import markets, compounded by high levels of migration of skilled individuals and 

high unemployment of youth and women―has impeded the overall gains that could 

have been realized. Nonetheless, the overall partnership has resulted in many 

successful achievements and gains despite all of the challenges, and it stands as a 

model to achieve mutual objectives and goals.  

 Meeting and Presentation Topics: 

Realizing that partnerships do not always report on their impacts on the regional or 

global level, this would be a great opportunity to showcase and highlight the 

development impact of the partnership and next steps within the SIDS. The meetings 

and presentations at the UN Headquarters in New York could highlight the following 

illustrative areas: 

● Present the case of effective partnership in support of the UN Development 

System Reform with a successful example of joint UN collaboration with USAID 

in SIDS: 

○ Improved coordination between USAID, UN agencies, and organizations, 

leading to a more effective and comprehensive delivery of programs and 

outcomes in support of the SDGs in SIDS; 

○ How this is meeting USAID priorities and goals through USAID/ESC’s 

strategic and development objectives. 

○ Direct impacts to beneficiaries and stakeholders; 

○ Direct impacts on the social, economic, youth and citizen security, and 

health environments; 

○ The impact it has had on diversity, equity, and inclusiveness; and 

○ Lessons learned/best practices shared through stories and videos. 

 

● Interventions that have resulted in accelerating progress in SDGs 1, 3, 10, 16, 

17: 

○ Policy Changes and Impact Achieved. 

○ Examples of Policy Changes and Impact through programs and activities  



                                  
 

i. The COVID-19 response under the UN Multi-Sectoral Response 

Plan (USAID funding to UNICEF and PAHO); 

ii. The CARISECURE project (USAID Youth Security/ Trafficking in 

Persons) with UNDP (and supporting UN agencies such as 

UNODC and UNWomen); 

iii. The Juvenile Court Project (USAID and UNDP); 

iv. Education programs and juvenile justice programs (USAID and 

UNICEF); 

v. Strengthening disaster risk management and social protection 

systems in the Caribbean (USAID and WFP) 

vi. Humanitarian-development nexus: USG support to the 

humanitarian response and recovery post volcano eruption in Saint 

Vincent and the Grenadines through the joint UN funding appeal 

(PAHO, UNICEF, WFP). 

○ Presentation on knowledge sharing, information, data, and indicators 

achieved;  

○ Improved capacity building and sustainability from these interventions, 

especially with local institutions and regional bodies; 

 

Deliverables:    

● A documented case in the Eastern and Southern Caribbean with 

communications material (brief outline and a video) on the benefits of the USAID-

UN cooperation in support of the UN reform and QCPR to advance the SDGs in 

SIDS 

● Outline of how we plan to organize and conduct more effective outreach to other 

partners, including government, academia, civil society, private sector, women, 

and youth, as well as marginalized and underrepresented groups around key 

areas such as youth and citizen security, education, climate change, health, and 

economic recovery. 

Ancillary Activities (Optional and TBC): 

● Possible signing of two new awards with UNDP and UNICEF during the evening 

reception (TBC); 

● Press release on the partnership and signing of the awards; 

Possible Audience: 



                                  
 

UN Secretariat (Executive Office of SG/DSG, UN-DCO; UN-OHRLLS; UN DESA), 

UNICEF , UNDP, WHO/PAHO, WFP, UN RC, USAID/PPL/Donor Engagement, USAID 

HQ and LAC Bureau, US Mission to the UN, ECOSOC member states, especially SIDS 

member states representatives. 

 

Select Date of the ECOSOC side event and co-hosting arrangements: 

Thursday 19th May 2022 during the mid-day break. Duration 1h30 minutes. 

The event will be hosted by the US mission to the UN and co-hosted by the Saint 

Vincent and the Grenadines missions to the UN and featuring the participation of Saint 

Lucia. 

 


