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Introduction 

The Permanent Missions of Ireland, Mexico, Estonia, France, Kenya, Niger, Norway, Saint Vincent 
and the Grenadines, Tunisia, Viet Nam, the United Kingdom and the United States will co-host an 
Arria formula meeting to shine a light on the urgent need for the full and effective implementation of 
the WPS agenda as it relates to the leadership and participation of women in UN-led peace and political 
processes. 

The Commission on the Status of Women will take place from 15 – 26 March, dealing with the theme of 
“Women's full and effective participation and decision-making in public life, as well as the elimination 
of violence, for achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls”. Participation 
in public life must include - by definition - the full, equal and meaningful participation of women in 
such essential matters as peace and security, addressing social, cultural and political barriers and 
protection risks that limit women’s full participation in achieving and sustaining peace as well as 
preventing conflict.

Twenty years on from the adoption of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 we still have much ground 
to make up. The event will focus on how the UN can lead by example in requiring women’s full, equal 
and meaningful participation and leadership in all mediation teams, political transitions and peace and 
political processes it leads or co-leads. 

The UN is currently leading or co-leading a number of active peace processes globally, notably ongoing 
efforts in Libya, the constitutional committee in Syria and peace talks in Yemen. Similarly, UN missions 
are supporting political transitions and peace process implementation in several countries, including 
Mali, Sudan and South Sudan.  In other places, like Colombia, the UN has a continuing role in peace 
agreement monitoring and verification. The UN can play a critical role in ensuring that women are at 
the heart of these peacebuilding efforts, and contributing to achieving lasting peace agreements. A list 
of all UN special political missions and good offices engagements, including those for which the UN is 
not leading on a specific peace process, is available on the DPPA website. 

https://dppa.un.org/en/dppa-around-world
https://dppa.un.org/en/dppa-around-world


Context

Women’s participation in peace processes remains unacceptably low. According to the 
Secretary-General’s 2020 report on Women, Peace and Security, women comprised only 6% of 
mediators, 6% of signatories, and 13% of negotiators of all peace processes between 1992 and 2019.1 
The right of women to participate fully, equally and meaningfully is self-evident and its value is 
intrinsic. What is more, the evidence shows that women’s participation in peace processes leads to 
better outcomes in terms of the substance and quality of peace agreements on the one hand, but also 
their implementation and durability on the other.  The evidence also suggests that women’s inclusion 
impacts positively on the likelihood of reaching agreement in the first place. 

Full, equal and meaningful participation means direct, substantive, and formal inclusion of diverse 
women in positions of power so that they can influence the outcome of negotiations and other processes 
as well as their implementation.

Two decades’ worth of UN Security Council resolutions on Women, Peace and Security provide us with 
the framework necessary to achieve this and we require urgent concrete action to realise their promise. 
We need to step up the pace on implementing the WPS agenda and the UN itself has a particular 
responsibility to show leadership. 

In 2020 the UN Secretary-General stated that he would do everything in his power to ensure that 
women are represented in all decision-making processes at the United Nations, including peace 
processes, and made a call to action for all stakeholders to adopt a feminist approach to accelerate 
women’s full, equal and meaningful participation, prioritising women’s leadership. 

At the 2020 Open Debate on WPS, the Group of Friends of Women, Peace and Security, a cross-regional 
group comprising 64 member states and the European Union, called on the UN to aim towards 
making women’s full, equal and meaningful participation a requirement in all mediation 
teams, political transitions and the peace processes it leads or co-leads. 

Civil society, including the NGO Working Group on WPS in its 2020 Civil Society Roadmap, has long 
called for the UN to exercise leadership in this area.  

This meeting aims to engage Member States, women peacebuilders and the UN leadership in a 
dialogue on how the UN itself can show the power of its example by insisting on the full, 
equal and meaningful participation of women and the importance of their leadership in 
peace and political processes it leads or co-leads, as well as in processes it supports. 

The meeting will also address the need to ensure diverse representation of women, including young 
women, women from marginalized groups and women working at the grassroots level, in peace and 
political processes, acknowledging the obstacles that currently prevent their participation and 
identifying ways to overcome them. 

1 Council on Foreign Relations, “Women’s participation in peace processes”, 30 January 2019. Available at

www.cfr.org/womens-participation-in-peace-processes, cited in SG Report on WPS, 2020 (S/2020/946)

http://www.cfr.org/womens-participation-in-peace-processes
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2020-03-06/secretary-generals-remarks-the-observance-of-international-womens-day-delivered
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2020-10-08/secretary-generals-launch-of-call-action-following-roundtable-discussion-women-peace-and-security-peacekeeping-contexts-delivered
https://www.womenpeacesecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-Civil-Society-Roadmap.pdf


Briefers 

1. Ms. Rosemary DiCarlo, Under-Secretary-General with the Department of Political & Peacebuilding
Affairs (DPPA)

2. Woman peacebuilder from Yemen

3. Mr. Geir O Pedersen, Special Envoy of the Secretary General for Syria

4. Ms. Bronagh Hinds, negotiator of the Good Friday Agreement and chief strategist of the Northern
Ireland Women’s Coalition.

Format

All Member States, Permanent Observers, UN entities and civil society organisations are invited to 
attend.

Following opening remarks by the Permanent Representative of Ireland, who will chair, and the 
Permanent Representative of Mexico, the briefers will make their statements. Members of the 
Security Council, beginning with the co-sponsors, will then make short interventions and ask 
questions, after which the floor will be open to Member States. Attendance at PR level is indicated. 

In order to facilitate as many Member States as possible, interventions should not exceed three (3) 
minutes. 

The Arria meeting will be broadcast.  

A compilation of statements will be prepared by the chair. Civil society organisations are invited to 
make submissions in writing to pmun.events@dfa.ie for inclusion in the compilation. 

RSVP Instructions

Please register to attend by following http://bit.ly/3dYZRL5. Connection details will be shared with 
those who RSVP by Friday, 5th March.

To inscribe to make a statement, please contact: alexandra.trant@dfa.ie
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