
CONCEPT NOTE

UN SIDE EVENT ON THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE

TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES
Co-hosted by the Missions of the Russian Federation,

the Republic of South Africa
and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam to the United Nations

Date: December 17, 2020
Time: 15.00pm - 17.00pm
Venue: Zoom Meeting ID: 841 1908 2697; Passcode: 847505;
Participation: The Side Event is open for all New-York based representatives of UN 
Member States at the level of Permanent Representatives / Deputy Permanent 
Representatives / experts, as well as civil society and the press.
Media coverage: The meeting will be Webcast on UN Web-TV, recorded and 
available to the media (YouTube channel of the Russian Mission to UN and YouTube 
channel of South Africa’s Department of International Relations and Cooperation)

Background/Objective:
On December 14, 2020, the world celebrates 60 years of the UN Declaration 

on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, also known 
as the Declaration on Decolonisation, adopted through the historic UN General 
Assembly Resolution 1514 (XV).

This monumental document gave a powerful impetus to the colonial territories’ 
movement for independence, proclaimed the necessity of bringing colonialism 
to a speedy and unconditional end, and ultimately changed the world. Its implementation 
has freed some 750 million people, or one-third of the world’s population at the time, 
from colonial occupation, drastically changed the political map of the world 
and resulted in the establishment of over 80 new states in Africa, Asia, Latin America 
and Oceania.

The Declaration became one of the largest UN achievements thus far 
in the seventy-five years of the UN’s existence.

However, although the majority of colonial territories have become 
independent, the decolonisation process is not over yet. The United Nations is about 
to enter into the Fourth International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism 
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because there remain 17 non-self-governing territories with a population 
of 1.6 million people, who have not yet realised their inalienable right 
to self-determination.

As Member States of the United Nations we need to evaluate the achievements 
of the past and chart the road for the future.

That is why the UN decolonisation activities remain highly relevant. We hope 
that the United Nations, as the universal multilateral organisation will continue 
to provide political support and assistance to the efforts to complete the decolonisation 
process, and that the UN member states will redouble their efforts towards attaining 
this goal as soon as possible.

The Russian Federation, the Republic of South Africa and the Socialist 
Republic of Viet Nam, Members of the UN General Assembly Special Committee 
on Decolonisation (C-24), as well as UN bodies dealing with the implementation 
of the Declaration on Decolonisation will continue to do their utmost to advance 
its goals until complete eradication of colonialism on our planet.

The purpose of the meeting is to give an opportunity to concerned Member 
States to express support to the UN decolonisation efforts and to provide further 
support for – determination, as enshrined in the UN Charter.

Program:

Welcoming remarks:
 Mr. Jerry Matthews Matjila, Permanent Representative of the Republic 

of South Africa to the United Nations;
 Mr. Dmitry Polyanskiy, Chargé d’Affaires a.i. of the Russian Federation

to the United Nations;
 Mr. Dang Dinh Quy, Permanent Representative of the Socialist Republic

of Viet Nam to the United Nations.

Interventions by Member States.
 Statements by UN Member States. Interventions are suggested to be limited 

to 3-5 minutes.

Closing remarks:
 Mr. Jerry Matthews Matjila, Permanent Representative of the Republic 

of South Africa to the United Nations;
 Mr. Dmitry Polyanskiy, Chargé d’Affaires a.i. of the Russian Federation 

to the United Nations. 


