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Moderator Briefing: UNGA High-Level Panel Event
Supporting a future for girls’ education in Afghanistan

Friday 24th September 2021
8.20am - 9.20am  ET
Hybrid event: UNHQ and via video conference

In the last two decades, millions of Afghan women and girls received an education. Now, human
rights and education advocates fear that progress is under threat. Thousands more girls and
women may be denied access to a full education, forced to marry, and live a life proscribed by
harmful traditional seclusion practices, largely in the domestic sphere. Those who resist may face
violent retribution.

Education is a fundamental human right. It is also one of the best routes toward a more stable and
inclusive future. The international community has a critical role to play in supporting Afghan girls’
access to quality education. To do so effectively, they must be guided by the Afghan educators and
advocates who — until recently — have  been at the forefront of driving progress.

This panel will centre the voices, knowledge and experience of Afghan educators and advocates in
addressing what steps the international community must take in support of a future for Afghan
girls’ education. It aims to focus attention on girls’ education as an urgent priority in the global
humanitarian response, and provide practical solutions to effectively support girls’ ongoing
education.

Panel Objectives:
● Place girls’ education at the forefront of UNGA debate on the international response to

the Afghanistan emergency.
● Centre the expertise of Afghan educators and advocates in determining the urgent needs

of girls in Afghanistan and the region, and in mapping potential solutions in support of girls’
ongoing education.

● Draw from the experience and expertise of crisis education leaders elsewhere.
● Make recommendations on how the international community can prioritise girls’

education in the diplomatic and humanitarian response. Including, but not limited to:
○ Increasing humanitarian and development assistance, provided to the UN and

international agencies, to ensure all schools (including community and home-based
schools), colleges and universities continue to operate.

○ Ensuring that a fundamental condition of any working relationship with the new
Afghan government is that it upholds the right to a full education for all girls.

○ Identifying innovative approaches to allow girls’ education to continue by any
means safely possible.
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Speakers:
● Amina Mohammed - UN Deputy Secretary-General
● Henrietta Fore - Executive Director, UNICEF
● Malala Yousafzai - Co-founder, Malala Fund, and UN Messenger of Peace
● Shaharzad Akbar - Chairperson, Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission
● Nayla Fahed - Co-founder and CEO, Lebanese Alternative Learning
● Fawzia Koofi - First Woman Deputy Speaker of Parliament, Afghanistan TBC
● Zarqa Yaftali -  Executive Director, Women and Children Legal Research Foundation

Biographies of speakers:

Amina Mohamed -UN Deputy Secretary-General

Ms. Amina J. Mohammed is the Deputy Secretary-General of the United
Nations and Chair of the United Nations Sustainable Development
Group.Prior to her appointment, Ms. Mohammed served as Minister of
Environment of the Federal Republic of Nigeria where she steered the
country’s efforts on climate action and efforts to protect the natural
environment.

Henrietta Fore - Executive Director, UNICEF

Henrietta Fore became UNICEF’s seventh Executive Director on 1 January
2018. She has worked to champion economic development, education, health,
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief in a public service, private sector
and non-profit leadership career that spans more than four decades.

Malala Yousafzai - UN Messenger of Peace and Co-founder, Malala Fund

Malala Yousafzai is co-founder and board chair of Malala Fund. Malala began her
campaign for education at age 11 when she anonymously blogged for the BBC
about life under the Taliban in Pakistan's Swat Valley. At age 15, she was
attacked by the Taliban for speaking out. In 2013 she founded Malala Fund with
her father, Ziauddin. A year later, Malala received the Nobel Peace Prize in
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Shaharzad Akbar - Chair, Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission

Shaharzad Akbar is currently the Chairperson for the Afghanistan
Independent Human Rights Commission. She was previously Deputy on the
National Security Council for Peace and Civilian Protection. She also worked
as Senior Advisor to the Afghan President on High Development Councils
(August 2017-August 2018) coordinating the prioritization of development
projects and programs for high level decision-making. Prior to this, Shaharzad
was Country Director for Open Society Afghanistan (Sep 2014-July 2017).

Nayla Fahed, CEO, Lebanese Alternative Learning

Nayla Fahed holds a PhD in 18th century French literature. Her interests
focus on bilingualism and its implications for learning and teaching. After
volunteering in hospitals to teach children with cancer, Nayla turned to
developing solutions to school dropouts. This led to the creation of the
e-learning platform Tabshoura, which works to supply curriculum via a device
that can operate without either electricity or internet connection. During the
COVID pandemic Lebanese Alternative Learning also added an off-line app

and Whatsapp teacher-centred support platform to their programmes.

Fawzia Koofi - First Woman Deputy Speaker of Parliament, Afghanistan TBC

Fawzia Koofi is an Afghan parliamentary lawmaker, accomplished author, and
internationally known outspoken advocate for the rights of women and
children, democracy, and moderate Islam. She is the first female in the Afghan
parliament to be elected as Second Deputy Speaker, and she heads the
parliament’s Women Affairs Commission.

Zarqa Yaftali -  Director, Women and Children Legal Research Foundation

Zarqa Yaftali supports efforts in inclusion of women in decision making at a
national level, while also producing research that looks into the intersectional
issues faced by women on the ground. Currently serving as the Executive
Director for the Women and Children Legal Research Foundation (WCLRF),
Zarqa also serves on the boards of Women’s Regional Network (WRN),
Gender Advisory Board, and Afghanistan Constitutional Network.
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