
   HLPF UNDP Corporate Side Event Concept Note    
 
Title  
Nature for Life: Accelerating SDG Progress by Investing in People and Planet 
 
Objectives  

• Demonstrate how investing in natural resource management accelerates SDG progress on livelihoods, 
jobs, women and youth empowerment, growth, climate change, migration, peace and stability; 

• Highlight the links between natural resource governance, sustainable and resilient societies, and 
efforts to achieve the SDGs, including the goals under review at this year’s HLPF - Goals 6,7,11,12, 15, 
and 17 – in addition to SDG 13 and 14; 

• Showcase initiatives led by the UN, Governments, private sector, and communities that bridge the 
development-humanitarian nexus, and can be replicated, adapted, and scaled across countries; and 

• Facilitate South-South-North learning and knowledge exchange.   
 
Summary  
The resilience and sustainability of all our societies and economies depend on natural resources and how 
we manage and invest in them. Many of the world’s women and men living in rural poverty depend 
directly on natural resources, e.g. forests, land, water, for food, fuel, shelter, medicine, and livelihoods. 
For this reason, they often bear a greater burden associated with environmental degradation, the 
changing climate, and other challenges such as lack of land rights and tenure. Productive land and other 
natural resources are being pressured by a combination of ineffective management, environmental 
degradation, climate change, unsustainable production and consumption, population growth and 
urbanization. As a result, communities are destabilized, face food shortages and social insecurity, and 
become more vulnerable to the changing climate and other environmental and economic shocks. 

Half of the world’s population already lives in cities, with two-thirds projected to live in urban areas by 
2050. The conversion of land surface to urban use hastens the loss of highly productive farmland, affects 
energy demand, alters the climate, fragments habitats, and reduces biodiversity. Deforestation is 
occurring on a massive scale, often affecting local communities and causing damage to the quality of the 
land, with agriculture the greatest driver of deforestation. By 2030 the demand for food, energy, and 
water will increase by at least 50%, 45% and 30% respectively. In many regions there is growing 
competition for productive land and other natural resources, which in turn can exacerbate and sustain 
conflict and crisis and drive voluntary and forced migration within and across borders.  

Issues linked to natural resource management involve difficult choices and trade-offs between meeting 
immediate social, political and economic goals, and investing in longer-term sustainability. If we are to 
achieve the SDGs, including Goals 6,7,11,12,15 and 17, while leaving no one behind, we need to change 
the way we manage and invest in our land and other natural resources. An estimated 60% increase in 
agricultural productivity, including 100% in developing countries, will be needed by 2050 to feed a growing 
population. Land stewardship is a critical tool for restoring and maintaining the productivity of the land, 
strengthening climate change mitigation and adaptation responses, reducing conflict over natural 
resources, and helping communities to thrive. Gender-responsive investments and land reform that 
include and empower women, as well as youth, migrants, and other groups, are essential to these efforts.  



Innovative solutions involving public-private-community partnerships and new technologies and financing 
are also needed. For example, by providing at-risk communities with access to land titles, crop insurance, 
and training to work on and restore degraded land, multiple benefits can be achieved including improved 
nutrition, economic empowerment, and reduced pressures for migration and conflict. Through a 
combination of easily accessible geo-spatial data, app-based market information, blockchain and social 
impact investing, communities now have the tools to manage natural resources more effectively than 
ever before. Failure to act will be costly - by 2050 the annual cost of not investing in nature could be as 
high as USD 14 trillion. At the same time, investing in equitable, sustainable land use and linked natural 
resources management strategies can accelerate progress across all the SDGs. Countries are already 
advancing a range of innovative solutions – there is a need now through the HLPF and similar fora to share, 
replicate, adapt and scale up these initiatives within and across all countries regions. 
 
Date, Time, and Venue:  
Wednesday, 18 July, 13:15 - 14:30, Conference Room 1. 

 

Preliminary Programme outline  
  

 
Scenario 
 
Moderator, UNDP Administrator 
 
Moderator will i) open the event by welcoming participants, ii) introduce speakers, iii) follow up with 
speakers and facilitate discussion, iv) moderate the discussion, and v) close the event. 
 

 
Welcoming Remarks: UNDP Administrator  
 

 
Interactive Speaker Panel 
 
Member States:  TBC 
Private Sector:     Sunny Verghese, CEO, Olam International  
Civil Society:         Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples  
UN Partners:         Ibrahim Thiaw, SG Special Advisor for the Sahel  
                                Monique Barbu, Executive Secretary, UNCCD  
                                Cristiana Paşca Palmer, Executive Secretary, CBD 
 

 
Showing of 2-minute video highlighting the challenges and opportunities for nature-based solutions 
to accelerate the SDGs and bridge the peace and development agendas 
 

 
Facilitated discussion and follow-up questions to panelists with comments from the floor  
 

 
Concluding remarks from UNDP Administrator 
  

 


