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Introduction 

The Permanent Missions of Viet Nam, Niger, Norway, Russia, Saint Vincent and 

the Grenadines, the United States and Malta will co-host an Arria-Formula meeting aimed 

at contributing to the maintenance of peace and security by exploring possible measures 

on how to address challenges for and risks to children living without parental care, 

including unaccompanied and separated children, in conflict settings. 

Background 

Conflict and tensions are on the rise globally, affecting socio-economic conditions 

for everyone, especially children. The number of children living in conflict zones has 

been increasing. In 2019, 1.6 billion children (69%) were living in conflict-affected 

countries; approximately 426 million children (over one in six) were living in conflict 

zones. More than 71 million 0–5-year-olds were living in areas that had seen conflict in 

their entire life1. 

Wartime conditions create exceptional challenges for civilian populations, 

including children and more so for children deprived of parental care, including 

 
1 “Children Affected by Armed Conflict, 1990–2019’,  https://reliefweb.int/report/world/children-affected-armed-

conflict-1990-2019 
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unaccompanied and separated children (UASC). Those children are the most vulnerable 

among vulnerable groups. Internationally accepted figures also indicate that the number of 

orphan children around the world is at least 140 million2. In fact, this figure is actually 

much greater, as there are millions of orphans who are not included in the official statistics.  

According to INSAMER’s Report in 2020, conflicts, particularly non-international 

armed conflicts, are the main causes of an ever-increasing number of orphans. Countries 

such as Syria, Iraq, Somalia, Mali, Sudan, Palestine, Afghanistan, Central African 

Republic, Yemen, and Myanmar have a large number of orphans accounting for almost 

one-third of all orphans worldwide. 

Families and other customary caregivers are generally recognized as the best 

protection providers for their children. This is all the more true in such situation as war, 

natural disasters, or poverty and disease situations. Otherwise, children are more vulnerable 

and at risk of harm. They have more serious barriers in accessing basic goods and services, 

especially food, shelter, health, care and protection, and education, while facing all kinds 

of social, economic and psychosocial challenges.   

Without safe and healthy environments, children deprived of parental care are 

facing immediate and long-term physical, social and emotional harm. The absence of 

nurturing caregiving and attachment to a parent or caregiver in early childhood is a key 

driver of mental health problems that manifest in adolescence. This is compounded by 

isolation and the absence of supportive relationships in the school and community. Regular 

exposure to adverse experiences in childhood, including exposure to conflict, and 

displacement can cause an ongoing stress response and have neuro-biological severe 

impacts on children’s immediate and long-term physical and mental health, development, 

educational achievement and well-being.     

Children deprived of parental care, including UASC, are at high risk of exploitation 

and abuse by malevolent people or criminal gangs in exchange for meeting their basic 

needs. Being child labourers, or victims of child trafficking, sexual violence, including 

child marriage, and being recruited by armed forces or groups are among the gravest 

dangers to which these children are exposed. For example, there are at least 218 million 

child workers aged between 5 and 17, and that at least 73 million of them are employed in 

hazardous occupations3. It should be noted that UNICEF’s number of millions of orphans 

often does not count tens of thousands of child soldiers, a million trafficked children and 

millions of street children.   

 
2 Page 7, INSAMER’s 2020 Orphan Report, https://en.insamer.com/uploads/pdf/dosya_2928-1.pdf. 
3 “Child Labour: Global Estimates 2020, Trends and the Road Forward”, ILO and UNICEF, 

https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/child-labour/lang--en/index.htm 



There are studies indicating that in countries where children are orphaned as a result 

of civil war and conflict are more likely to experience a repeated civil war recurrence later4.  

In a legal aspect, the international legal framework applicable to children deprived 

of parental care is guided by, among others, the United Nations Convention on the Rights 

of the Child (CRC) and the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation 

in Respect of Intercountry Adoption (THC-1993) and provides the principles on this 

matter.   Meanwhile, the situation of children without parental care in conflict and post-

conflict zones has not yet been discussed explicitly by the United Nations Security Council 

or in any single outcome of this organ. 

Children living without parental or family care, including in places like orphanages 

in situations of armed conflict, need greater protection and assistance from all conflicting 

parties, and support and commitment from the international community. By adhering to 

their legal responsibilities, parties will reduce future sources of conflict, improve the lives 

of children living without parental or family care and set the ingredients for building a 

sustainable peace.  The CAAC Agenda, which aims to set the standard to address the 

unique ways conflict impacts children, needs to pay greater attention to discussing the 

humanitarian concerns associated with children living without parental care, including in 

orphanages. We should protect children deprived of parental care, including UASC, 

ensuring their safety in conflict. At the same time, there is a need to prioritise support to 

leave no child behind. 

In this context, there is a need to increase understanding, awareness and visibility 

on this issue in order to adequately address the needs of children deprived of parental care 

in conflict by the international community. In practical terms, this means that children and 

their communities will be helped to reduce their vulnerabilities and become more resilient 

in contexts of conflict through solid early warning systems, good conflict mitigation 

measures, preparedness for a solid humanitarian response relevant to the needs of children 

without parental care or at risk of family separation. It is important to  ensure that age-

appropriate gender responsive post-conflict programs are sustainable and built on local 

capacities and systems.  

Objectives  

• Increase understanding and raise awareness on the scale and scope of the 

problems facing children who are at risk of family separation or deprived of 

parental care in the situations of armed conflict or who are at risk of family 

separation; 

 
4 https://www.researchgate.net/publication/51899408_Orphans_and_Political_Instability 



• Identify the causes, risks and solutions to the issue of children deprived of 

parental care in situations of armed conflict and the thematic links with broader 

agendas such as children and armed conflicts, and women, peace and security;  

• Explore ways and means by the United Nations Security Council in addressing 

challenges of children without parental care in conflict to fulfill its mandate and 

achieve sustainable peace. 

 

Guiding questions: 

1. What is the current situation of children deprived of parental care in conflicts 

worldwide? How can we increase awareness on this matter?  

2. What are the challenges and causes of family separation in conflict, the impact of 

separation on children, and risks to children deprived of parental care as conflict escalates 

and continues? 

3. What are possible measures to better protect children deprived of parental care 

from exploitation and abuse in situations of armed conflict? What are obstacles in 

addressing the plight of children without parental care in conflict at the global, regional 

and national levels? How can we address them?  

4. How can cohesion and coordination be enhanced within the UN system and 

between the UN and Member States, regional organizations, NGOs and other stakeholders 

to prevent family separation and to protect children who are without parental and family 

care in situations of armed conflict and respond to their needs?  

5. How can the Council better employ its existing tools and mechanisms to address 

the situation of children without parental care in carrying out its mandates?  What other 

ways or approaches to peace and security may be considered to reduce the risks of children 

being separated from their families in conflict? 

  

Briefers  

- UNICEF Deputy Executive Director Omar Abdi 

- Chief Protection Officer, ICRC Christian Cardon de Lichtbeur 

- Senior child protection technical advisor, Save the Children Angela Marshall 

Format 

H.E. Amb. Dang Dinh Quy, Permanent Representative of the Socialist Republic of 

Viet Nam to the United Nations will open and chair the virtual meeting, which will take 

place on 3 December 2021, 11.30AM-2:30 PM (EST).  



Following opening remarks by the Permanent Representative of Viet Nam, the 

briefers will make their statements. Members of the Security Council, beginning with the 

co-sponsors, will then make short interventions, after which the floor will be open to 

Member States.  
 

Attendance at PR level is indicated. In order to facilitate as many Member States as 

possible, we kindly request that interventions should not exceed three (3) minutes. 

Observers and civil society organizations can submit written statements for inclusion in the 

compilation that will be prepared by the chair.  

  

The meeting will be conducted in English. 

 

RSVP Information 

 

Please register to attend by following this link 

https://forms.gle/Mwyz6AN8Hg4e1Bn57 

Connection details will be shared with Member States who RSVP by Thursday, 2 

December. Member States are kindly invited to contact Ms. Thoa Le 

[minhthoa@gmail.com] to confirm their intention to make a statement by Wednesday, 1 

December 2021, 


