
                                            

  

Dear Open-ended Working Group (OEWG) Participants, 

On behalf of the Global Forum on Cyber Expertise (GFCE) Foundation and the Kingdom of 
Netherlands, we wish to cordially invite you to the luncheon side-meeting 

Strengthening the foundation for Cybersecurity Capacity Building 
The Launch of the GFCE Foundation 
13 February 2020 from 13:15 – 14:45 

at the OEWG Second Substantive Session 
Conference Room 8, United Nations Headquarters, New York 

Cybersecurity capacity building (CCB) is foundational for all elements of cybersecurity and its 
importance is increasingly recognized in international discussions on States’ conduct in 
cyberspace. Within the OEWG process for example, CCB is one of the key pillars that has 
garnered significant attention, especially as States may differ in their capacity to understand 
and adhere to internationally agreed norms in cyberspace. With the growing need for CCB and 
a surge in CCB projects around the world, it became clear that there was need for greater 
coordination of global CCB projects. The GFCE tries to fill this gap, promoting CCB while 
preventing the duplication of efforts through international coordination and collaboration.  

The GFCE was established in 2015 to strengthen cyber capacity building and coordinate 
existing international efforts. The GFCE operates as a pragmatic, action-orientated and flexible 
platform for international collaboration, and has over the last 5 years, built a strong network of 
over 115 members and partners (including over 55 countries, 18 international/regional 
organizations, 12 private sector and over 25 other stakeholders). The GFCE has now taken a 
major step  – transitioning from a predominantly Dutch government funded initiative to a not-
for-profit, independent GFCE Foundation. This will allow the GFCE to continue to grow, 
become even more internationalized and effective, and allow funding by many donors overseen 
by an international Board.  

As global coordination of cyber capacity building can only be maximized through the 
participation of all States and other relevant stakeholders, it is with great pleasure that we 
welcome your presence at this GFCE side-meeting, Strengthening the foundation for 
Cybersecurity Capacity Building: the launch of the GFCE Foundation! 

On behalf of the GFCE Foundation, 

 
 
Chris Painter 
President of the GFCE Foundation Board 


