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Concept Note and Draft Agenda 

Virtual High-Level Conference 

“Peace Operations and Human Rights:  

Fostering Integration between Mission Components” 

Tuesday July 6th, 2021, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM EST 

Via Zoom, livestreamed on UN Web TV 

 

Germany, supported by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights (OHCHR) and the United Nations University (UNU), will organize a virtual High-

Level Conference on Peace Operations and Human Rights on July 6, 2021. The 

German Minister of Defence announced the conference during the respective Open 

Debate in the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) in July 2020. The conference 

will be held in English. Germany will distribute a written summary after the High-Level 

Conference. 

 

Aims and objectives 

 The conference will serve as follow up to the UNSC Open Debate on Peace 

Operations and Human Rights held during the German UNSC presidency in 

July 2020. It will allow participants, especially peacekeeping and human rights 

experts to address the topic in more depth through an interactive format. 

 The event will address the cooperation and coordination between military and 

human rights components for the implementation of mandated tasks. It will in 

particular focus on how cooperation between human rights and military 

components can be further improved on the basis of good practices in UN peace 

operations.  

 The conference will provide the opportunity for civilian and uniformed experts 

from UN member states as well as for civil society to exchange views and 

acquire a deeper understanding of good practices. Participants will have the 

opportunity to discuss with representatives from the Department of Peace 

Operations, OHCHR, UN peace operations and member states.  
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Agenda 

10:00 am  Opening 

10:05 am Keynote speech, H.E. Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer,  

German Federal Minister of Defence  

10:15 am  High-Level Panel Discussion with representatives from the UN 

Secretariat (DPO and OHCHR), UN member states, UN Peace 

Operations (Force Commander from a current Peace Operation and 

former SRSG) and civil society, followed by a Q&A session open to all 

participants.  

11:15 am  Two parallel breakout sessions:  

Session 1: (Input by OHCHR) 

How do human rights and military components cooperate closely 

toward mandate implementation? What are incentives and 

comparative advantages when working together? What critical 

adjustments are required in order to enable and support strong 

and effective cooperation? 

Session 2: (Input by UNU) 

Which experiences can be shared from UNMISS and MINUSMA 

with regard to cooperation between human rights and military 

components? Which best practices from these missions could be 

applied to other UN peace operations? 

Inputs from participants, e.g. current or closed UN peace operations 

(with human rights components) are welcome during the breakout 

discussions. 

12:15 pm  Back to main session, briefings from rapporteurs about the 

discussions in the breakout groups.  

12:45 pm Closing remarks by high-ranking German military representative 

13:00 pm End of conference  
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Background 

Human rights are one of the three pillars of the United Nations. With his Call to Action 

for Human Rights, the Secretary-General stressed the universality and indivisibility of 

human rights. He called for their protection also in times of crisis.  

Human rights are intrinsically linked to peace and security and often form the basis for 

the Security Council’s call for UN engagement in a country situation. During the UNSC 

High-Level Open Debate on Peace Operations and Human Rights in July 2020, 

member states highlighted the importance of human rights work by UN peace 

operations as among the missions’ core business. Several speakers underlined the 

need for greater cooperation between civilian and military components within peace 

operations.  

In the OHCHR study “Going further together. The contribution of human rights 

components to the implementation of mandates of United Nations field missions” from 

October 2020, UNMISS is highlighted as a positive example, as there had been 

attempts to strengthen cooperation between the human rights and military 

components. The study also featured MINUSMA, MINUSCA and MINUJUSTH as 

examples of structured information exchange between human rights and uniformed 

(military and police) components, which contributed to enhancing the missions’ 

situational awareness.  

 

Registration Details 

Please register here to participate at the conference and please indicate your choice 

of breakout-session. The registration will be open until June 30th, 2021. For technical 

reasons, up to 150 participants will be registered on a first come, first served basis. If 

the number of registrations exceeds 150, we will provide you a UN Web TV link to 

follow the event via livestream. The breakout-sessions will not be live-streamed. 

In case of questions, please reach out to the UN Branch in the German Ministry of 

Defence (BMVgPolitikII6@BMVg.Bund.de). 

https://www.un.org/en/content/action-for-human-rights/index.shtml
https://www.un.org/en/content/action-for-human-rights/index.shtml
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14242.doc.htm
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/HR-in-UN-peace-missions.aspx
http://registration.hlc-peaceoperations-humanrights.com/
mailto:BMVgPolitikII6@BMVg.Bund.de

