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Afghanistan is facing a dire human rights emergency that is deteriorating by the day. Since the 

fall of Kabul in August, the Taliban have threatened fundamental rights and freedoms, with 

women, girls, and civil society among those most affected. A new UNAMA report shows the 

escalation of extrajudicial killings, the disappearance of former government employees, and the 

detention of women’s rights activists and journalists, including ethnic and religious minorities. 

Peaceful protestors have been beaten, threatened, and harassed, and Taliban authorities have 

imposed wide-ranging restrictions on media and free speech. Several women’s rights defenders 

and leading peacebuilders have been targeted, and there is widespread fear of reprisals since a 

violent crackdown on women’s protests in January. Such abuses and violations often occur with 

impunity.  

 

At the same time, an unprecedented humanitarian crisis driven by severe economic collapse is 

threatening to roll back the fundamental rights and freedoms of the Afghan people. Millions are 

facing starvation, the healthcare system is collapsing, and the country faces near universal 

poverty by mid-2022. Women and girls face deep uncertainty regarding their participation, 

freedom of movement, access to education, employment, and livelihoods – barred from 

returning to jobs, prohibited from using public transportation without a male relative, and forced 

to adhere to strict dress codes. The Taliban have said that all schools will open to girls after 21 

March. Public universities also opened to both female and male students this month, however 

operational issues and segregation requirements have meant that limitations on education 

remain. Many women’s civil society organisations stopped their operations. 

 

Afghan women and girls have long played a vital role in advancing sustainable peace and 

development in Afghanistan. Despite the unprecedented challenges they face under the Taliban 

regime, women continue to stand up and demand their rights, and refuse to accept full-scale 

reversal of their hard-earned gains. Now is the time to ensure the international community 

centres their expertise and experience in global debates, and heeds their calls to action.  

          

The upcoming UNAMA mandate renewal in March 2022, alongside the appointment of a new 

Special Rapporteur on Afghanistan, is a critical opportunity to hear from Afghan women on how 

these mechanisms can best address the human rights situation in Afghanistan, and enhance 

protection and security measures for women, girls, and marginalised groups. UNAMA’s current 
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mandate includes priorities across humanitarian assistance, development and governance, the 

rule of law and transitional justice, fighting corruption, protecting and promoting human rights, 

and supporting gender equality and women’s and girls’ empowerment. In the absence of nearly 

all other international presence on the ground, UNAMA’s renewal matters now more than ever. 

This includes ensuring the mandate is comprehensive, gender-responsive, and fully resourced, 

in order to bolster its capacity to monitor, investigate, and report on human rights abuses and 

leverage women’s essential contributions to development and peacebuilding.  

 

In the lead up to the UNAMA mandate renewal, the Group of Friends of Women in Afghanistan 

and the Georgetown Institute for Women, Peace, and Security will host a high-level event with 

Afghan women experts to consider how to make international mechanisms more effective in 

upholding human rights for women and girls in Afghanistan. 

 

This event will discuss the following questions: 

 

● What are the most critical areas of concern regarding the state of women’s rights as 

human rights in Afghanistan today?   

● How can UN Member States and multilateral organisations ensure international 

mechanisms, such as UNAMA and the Special Rapporteur on Afghanistan, are 

effective in advancing human rights and holding human rights abusers to account? 

○ Priority issues for speakers include: strengthening the UNAMA mission’s human 

rights monitoring; ensuring protection of civilians with an explicit focus on the 

rights of women, girls, and minorities; aligning parallel and complementary 

mechanisms of UNAMA and the Special Rapporteur; and advancing effective 

action across freedom of movement, participation in political and public life, 

education, the media and journalism, healthcare,  security forces, and access to 

justice.  

● What is the role of civil society organisations in advancing effective and inclusive 

human rights mechanisms, at both the national and local levels as well as in the 

diaspora and in regional countries? How can they best collaborate with international 

organisations to advance shared goals? How can the international community best 

support women’s civil society organisations? 

 

Speakers: 

 

● Welcome:  

○ Ambassador Melanne Verveer, Executive Director, Georgetown Institute for 

Women, Peace and Security 

○ Keynote Address by H.R.H. the Countess of Wessex 

 

● Opening Remarks: 

○ Rosemary DiCarlo, United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Political and 

Peacebuilding Affairs 

○ H.E. Alya Al-Thani, Permanent Representative of Qatar to the United Nations  
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○ H.E. Barbara Woodward, Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom to 

the United Nations 

 

● Afghan Women Panel Briefers: 

○ Human Rights and International Mechanisms – Horia Mosadiq, Founder and 

Director, Safety and Risk Mitigation Organization (SRMO)  

○ Media and Freedom of Expression – Fatima Faizi, Reporter, The New York 

Times, Afghanistan 

○ Rule of Law and Access to Justice – Najla Ayoubi, Former Judge; Chief of 

Coalition & Global Programs,  Every Woman Treaty  

○ Minority Rights – Yalda Royan, Consultant, World Bank, Kabul Office; 

Country Technical Team Lead, VOICE Amplified   

 

● Co-sponsors: 

○ H.E. Jacqueline O’Neill, Canada’s Ambassador for Women, Peace and Security 

○ H.E. Geraldine Byrne-Nason, Permanent Representative of Ireland to the   

 United Nations 

 

● Member State Interventions 

 

● Closing Remarks: 

○ Sima Sami Bahous, Executive Director, UN Women   
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