
                 
 

 

The Global Fund at 20: How We Changed the Story – 20 

years of Impact in the Fight against AIDS, TB and 

Malaria 

UNGA 2021 (24 September 2021, 09.00- 10.15 a.m. EDT, virtual event) 

OVERVIEW 

Twenty years ago, AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria appeared unbeatable and killed millions of people 
every year. The world had lost control over these epidemics, with devastating consequences for 
families, communities and countries. Over the course of two decades, these diseases have been 
stopped in their tracks. One of the game-changing moments was the creation of the Global Fund. 

The G8 meeting in Genoa (Italy) in July 2001 played a pivotal role in the creation of the Global Fund 
and the commitment of the Leaders initiated the organization's operations at that critical time. Since 
2002, the Global Fund has saved 44 million lives. Six million lives were saved in 2019 alone 
representing a 20% increase on the previous year – remarkable progress resulting from increased 
efficiencies in service delivery, success in finding and treating more people with lifesaving medicines, 
cost savings on health products and improved collaboration across the Global Fund partnership. 
Overall, deaths caused by AIDS, TB and malaria have been reduced by nearly 50% since the peak 
of the epidemics in countries where the Global Fund invests.  

This impact is the result of governments, civil society, activists, technical agencies, the private sector, 
and people affected by the diseases working together in partnership to defeat the world’s most 
deadly infectious diseases. The hard work, dedication and collaboration of health workers, scientists, 
world leaders, decision-makers, activists, people living with these preventable and treatable 
diseases has also been crucial to achieving those results.  

It therefore seems a fitting moment to remind the world that COVID-19 is not the first pandemic we 
have seen. Nor is it the first time that the global community has been called upon to fight against a 
disease affecting all of us, but particularly the poorest and most vulnerable.  

The international community must join forces again to continue investing in resilient health systems 
worldwide and to promote global health security to fight existing epidemics like HIV, TB and malaria, 
new pandemics like COVID-19, while building up resilience to future health-related emergencies. 
The High Level Meeting of the General Assembly on HIV-AIDS has reminded how investments must 
continue to prevent, detect and treat this disease and overcome inequalities and discriminations, 
promoting education and lifting up the key populations. 

Earlier this year, the Global Health Summit co-hosted by Italy and the European Commission 
identified a set of common principles to prevent and prepare for “the next pandemic”. Today’s event 
aims at contributing to multilateral efforts for a more resilient health architecture. 

THE GLOBAL FUND’S 20TH ANNIVERSARY CAMPAIGN: CHANGING THE 

STORY  

This year, the Global Fund celebrates its 20th anniversary with a campaign that displays 20 years of 
inspiring stories and achievements. 20 years ago, the story of the fight against HIV, TB and malaria 
was one of hopelessness and despair. We refused to accept that story. The Global Fund was born 
out of an unwillingness to accept the status quo. That spirit of optimism, persistence and purpose 



has defined the achievements of the last 20 years and helped unite the world in the fight against 
HIV, TB, and malaria.  

As the international community is collectively engaged in the fight against COVID-19 as well as in 
getting back on track on AIDS, TB and malaria, the Global Fund’s 20th anniversary campaign aims 
to drive global interest and support for the critical role the Global Fund plays in the fight against the 
world’s deadliest infectious diseases and pave the way for a successful Seventh Replenishment 
campaign in 2022. 

On the 20th anniversary of the Global Fund, the event looks back on the impact achieved, celebrates 
the lives saved, reflects on the lessons learnt, and examines how we can protect the gains we have 
made in the face of COVID-19 to ensure a healthier, safer, and more equitable future for all. 

 

EVENT VISION & FORMAT 

24 September 2021, 9.00-10.15 a.m. (EDT). Virtual format & streamed live. 

The event, co-sponsored by Italy and the Global Fund, will be hosted at Head of State and 

Government level and offer a multi-stakeholder platform for engagement including private sector 

partners, international and national civil society organizations, opinion leaders, influential champions, 

and advocates as well as communities and those affected by the diseases. 

The high-level event at the margins of the 76th UNGA High Level Week will aim to: 

 Highlight the critical role of partners, supporters and donors and the United Nations 

towards the tremendous impact achieved over two decades and the crucial role they will 

continue to play in overcoming challenges and sustaining impact, while underlining the 

success of efforts to achieve global unity through collaborative approaches that have 

delivered one of the greatest health success stories of all time.  

 Recognize the role of the Global Fund, in its 20th anniversary year, in investing in formal 

and community health systems worldwide, which is critical to our global health security and 

is the only way to fight existing epidemics like HIV, TB and malaria, new pandemics like 

COVID-19, and future health emergencies.  

 Tell the Global Fund's story and highlight what makes it a vital investment to drive 

global interest, support for its critical role in the fight against the world's deadliest infectious 

diseases, and inspire, energize, and engage a diverse, high-profile audience to pave the 

way for a successful 7th Replenishment campaign in 2022. 

 Sound the alarm that as the Global Fund marks two decades of impact, COVID-19 is 

severely threatening progress in the fight against HIV, TB and malaria, and that the 

response to the pandemic is lacking essential investment in low- and middle-income 

countries. The COVID-19 pandemic is creating a perfect storm of economic, health and 

social crises that is threatening to destroy decades of progress in the fight against poverty, 

inequality and deadly diseases like HIV, TB and malaria. 

The event will also feature the Global Fund's 20th anniversary flagship film “20 Years – How We 

Changed The Story” – a short, powerful campaign film with an emotionally charged narrative that 

celebrates the extraordinary impact in the fight against HIV, TB and malaria, juxtaposed with the 

tremendous challenges that must be overcome to save lives, protect progress and respond to new 

global health threats. 

 

  



PROGRAMME 

Pre-event Video “20 Years – How We Changed The Story” 

Opening segment 

- Welcome and introduction by Moderator 

- United Nations Secretary-General, António Guterres (tbc) 

- Prime Minister of Italy, H.E. Mario Draghi 

- Executive Director of the Global Fund, Peter Sands 

- Advocate and Global Fund Board Member, Joyce Ouma 

- Eminent champion 

High Level Segment 

- Statements of Head of State and Government (2 min. each) 

Video “"We Can't Go Backwards" 

Interactive discussion on “20 Years of Impact: How We Changed the Story in the Fight against 

AIDS, tuberculosis and Malaria” 

- Director of the World Health Organization, Dr. Tedros A. Gebreyesus (tbc) 

- Rachel Ong, C20 Health Working Group 

- Gargee Ghosh, President of Global Policy and Advocacy, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

- Olivier François, CEO, FIAT 

- Global Fund’s high-level representative 

Closing segment 

- Chair of the Board of Global Fund, Donald Kaberuka  

 


