
 
 

   

 
 

UN General Assembly High-Level Side Event 

YAZIDI WOMEN SURVIVORS LAW 

 

ENSURING EFFECTIVE REPARATIONS PROGRAM IN IRAQ 

 

Co-hosted by: Nadia’s Initiative, Coalition for Just Reparations, UN Office on Sexual Violence 

in Conflict, International Organization for Migration, UN Assistance Mission for Iraq.  

Date: Thursday, September 30th, 10:00am-12:00am EST 

On March 1st, 2021, members of the Iraqi Parliament passed the Yazidi [Women] Survivors Law (YSL). 

This historic law, based on the initial bill submitted by the Iraqi Presidency in March 2019, will deliver 

long-awaited relief not only to Yazidi women, but other survivors belonging to ethno-religious 

communities targeted by the self-declared Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). 

 

Since 2003, Iraq has suffered internecine conflict and insecurity, impacting heavily upon the once rich 

cradle of ancient ethno-religions and cultures. During the conflict with ISIL in Iraq, at least 30,000 

civilians were killed, 55,000 injured and more than 3 million were displaced. Ethno-religious 

communities including Christians, Yazidis, Sabean-Mandaeans, Turkmen, Kaka’i, and Shabaks were 

particularly targeted, triggering existential threats which continue to this day. Moreover, ISIL waged a 

genocidal campaign primarily against the Yazidis, but also other minorities across the Sinjar region and 

the Nineveh plains seeking to erase their presence in Iraq altogether.  

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) has been working together with the Government of 

Iraq, the UN partners, civil society and the affected population, including survivors of ISIS captivity, on 

variety of issues, ranging from immediate humanitarian assistance, durable solutions to end protracted 

displacement, and community stabilization and social cohesion. This work also incorporates a 

comprehensive technical assistance and capacity building component aimed at supporting the 

Government of Iraq, the civil society and the survivors toward the successful implementation of the 

YSL. To this end, based on its extensive experience in the domain of reparations and other remedies for 

human rights violations, and in collaboration with the Office of the UN SG Special Representative on 

Sexual Violence in Conflict (SRSG-SVC), IOM has organized, produced and delivered number of 

meetings, advisory papers, technical notes and trainings for all stakeholders. 

 

The Coalition for Just Reparations (C4JR), an alliance of 32 Iraqi NGO, took the lead in reviving the 

public debate on reparations and improving the initial bill. The outcomes of their work does provide a 

sound basis for the important work ahead: repairing the harm done to survivors of ISIL crimes in Iraq. 

By enacting this law, the Iraqi authorities did not only fulfill their obligations specified in the Joint 

Communiqué between the Republic of Iraq and the United Nations on the Prevention and Response to 

Conflict-Related Sexual Violence from 2016, but also set an example for other post-conflict states on 

how to recognize, honor and repair the harms done to the survivors of sexual violence in conflict. 

 

Nadia’s Initiative (NI), an international NGO led by Nobel Peace Laureate and Yazidi activist Nadia 

Murad, is leading the sustainable rebuilding of the Yazidi homeland of Sinjar, Iraq. NI engages in 

comprehensive advocacy and survivors’ empowerment projects, addressing critical gaps in the 

https://c4jr.org/


 

 
availability of government services. Other actors, such the Global Survivors Fund (GSF), have joined 

and support these collective efforts.  

 

The passing of the YSL in March 2021, represents important milestone not only for the recognition of 

and provision of remedies for the suffering of Yazidis and other captives of ISIL in Iraq, but also one of 

the very few precedents of states taking deliberative action to specifically address the rights and needs 

of the survivors of Conflict-Related Sexual Violence (CRSV). However, any law is only as good as it is 

implemented. Hence, there is a need to discuss the challenges and opportunities related to the 

implementation of the YSL, including the necessary institutional infrastructure, capacity, and 

collaboration, as well as the ways to ensure effectiveness, sustainability, financing and compliance with 

standards and best practices.  

 

For these reasons, IOM, C4JR, Nadia’s Initiative, UNAMI and the Office of the SRSG-SVC are 

organizing a virtual side-event on the margins of the 76th Session of the United Nations General 

Assembly, taking place during the month of September, 2021. The event provides a platform to take 

stock of implementation of the YSL, listen to voices of affected communities, and identify challenges 

and opportunities. The outcome of the event will lead toward renewal of the commitments and calls for 

concrete actions by all stakeholders, including the Government of Iraq, the United Nation, its member 

states and other international partners interested and invested in the issues of justice, peace and security, 

as well as stable and prosperous Iraq which guaranties and fulfils the rights of all its citizens, including 

minorities who suffered in the hands of ISIS.  

Program  

Time  Session and Presenter 

10:00 — 10:30  
MODERATOR: ARWA DAMON, CNN 

 
Opening remarks  

 

• Ms. Nadia Murad (Nobel Peace Laureate, Founder, Nadia’s Initiative) 

• H.E. Dr. Fuad Hussein, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Iraq  

• Ms. Pramila Patten, UN Special Representative of the Secretary-

General on Sexual Violence in Conflict  

• Ms. Amy E. Pope IOM, Deputy Director General  

 

 

10:30 — 11:00 PANEL 1: OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES RELATED TO THE YSL  

 

 

Panellists:  

 

• Ms. Sarab Elias, Head of the General Directorate of Yazidi 

Female Survivors' Females Affairs  

• Ms. Sandra Orlovic, Head of IOM Iraq’s Reparations Program  

• Mr. Abid Shamdeen, Executive Director, Nadia’s Initiative 

• Ms. Awaz Khaleel Simo, C4JR Representative  

 

 

 

 



 

 

11:00 — 11:20 PANEL 2:  NEXT STEPS TO ENSURE AN INCLUSIVE, PROGRESSIVE, 

SURVIVORS-CENTRIC AND VIABLE REPARATIONS PROGRAM FOR ISIL 

SURVIVORS IN IRAQ  

 

Panellists:  

 

• Ms. Adiba Murad, Survivor and Activist 

• Ms. Esther Dingemans, Executive Director, Global Survivors 

Fund 

• Ms. Bahar Ali, C4JR Representative  

 

11:20 — 12:00 CLOSING REMARKS IRAQ REPRESENTATIVE AND REPRESENTATIVES OF 

OTHER STATES AND THE UNITED NATIONS  

 
REPRESENTATIVES : 

 

• Ms. Rita French, UK Ambassador for Human Rights and Deputy 

Permanent Representative to UK Permanent Mission to the UN in 

Geneva 

• UN Member States (short statements by pre-registered 

representatives)  

• Mr. Igor Cvetkovski, International Reparations Expert  

• Ms. Irena Vojackova-Sollorano, Deputy Special Representative of the 

Secretary-General for the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq  

 

 
 

The meeting will be conducted in English and Arabic and livestreamed on UN Webcast. 

 

 

 

 

 


