
 

 

 

 

Freedom of Religion or Belief and Expression for All: 
Engaging national stakeholders in the implementation of UN standards to tackle hate 

 
Panel Event and Discussion 

 
 

Thursday February 21, 10:00am – 11:30am   
Conference Room 5, UN Headquarters, New York 
 

In his first address to the UN General Assembly in 2019, Secretary General António Guterres, warned how “poisonous 
views are penetrating political debates and polluting the mainstream”, with nationalists and populists exploiting fear to 
win votes. He told how rising hate and a “deficit of trust” in politics, government, and even multilateralism, is a threat 
to human rights, to sustainable development, and to peace and security.  
 
Rising hate often targets people on the basis of their religion or belief, in some cases also being driven by references 
to religious ideology, often intersecting with ideas of racial or national supremacy. In this context, the rights to freedom 
of religion or belief and freedom of expression are often under threat, in particular for members of minority or 
marginalised religions or beliefs.    
 
The Secretary General is clear that “words are not enough” to tackle this trend, and concrete solutions to fear are 
needed, with clear action to tackle all forms of hate speech, xenophobia and intolerance. The Secretary General has 
announced a system-wide “Global Plan of Action for Tackling Hate Speech” to be launched, requiring “enlisting every 
segment of society in the battle for values that our world faces today.” 
 
Alongside governments, civil society has a central role to play in achieving the Secretary General’s vision. This new 
initiative provides a timely opportunity to reinforce and reinvigorate the implementation of existing blueprints for action 
for tackling hate at the UN level, including to reflect on existing good practice from States and civil society.  
 
The need for States to engage numerous stakeholders inside and outside of government in efforts to address hatred 
is recognized or implied in numerous UN standards and commitments.  
 
Goal 16 of Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development, for example, clearly connects good governance to civil society 
engagement for promoting peaceful and inclusive societies, and Objective 17 of the Global Compact for Migration 
also recognizes the importance of civil society initiatives alongside government action to address anti-migrant 
discourse.   
 
In relation to hatred based on religion or belief, States at the UN in New York have recently  re-endorsed the eight-
point plan of action, originally set out in Human Rights Council resolution 16/18 (2011), alongside complementary 
commitments to protect the right to freedom of religion or belief. These are bolstered by the Rabat Plan of Action, the 
Beirut Declaration and 18 commitments on Faith for Rights, and the Plan of Action for Religious Leaders To Prevent 
Incitement to Violence That Could Lead to Atrocity Crimes.  
 
All of these instruments underscore that maximizing inclusion, diversity and pluralism is essential to open space to 
enable civil society action to address the root causes of hatred. While this may often place civil society as partners to 
government, civil society also often plays a constructive role as commentator and critic of government approaches, 
allowing for lessons to be learned and for improvements to be made.  
 

 
 

https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/speeches/2019-01-18/remarks-first-press-conference-of-2019
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg16
https://www.article19.org/resources/global-compact-for-migration-positive-for-ensuring-free-expression-access-to-information-and-inclusive-public-debate/
https://www.article19.org/resources/global-compact-for-migration-positive-for-ensuring-free-expression-access-to-information-and-inclusive-public-debate/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/73/164
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/73/164
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/73/176
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/73/176
https://www.article19.org/data/files/Rabat_Plan_of_Action_OFFICIAL.pdf
https://www.article19.org/data/files/Rabat_Plan_of_Action_OFFICIAL.pdf
https://www.article19.org/data/files/Rabat_Plan_of_Action_OFFICIAL.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/Plan%20of%20Action%20Advanced%20Copy.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/Plan%20of%20Action%20Advanced%20Copy.pdf


 

 

 

 

At the national level, there are numerous examples of good practice where States are engaging with and creating 
space for civil society to address the root causes of hatred, while promoting freedom of religion or belief and freedom 
of expression. However, intergovernmental processes have not always fully captured these experiences.  
 
As the UN scales-up its approach to tackling “hate speech”, join ARTICLE 19, alongside the Permanent Mission of 
the United Kingdom to the UN in New York, for a panel discussion which will explore good practices of States engaging 
with and creating space for civil society initiatives to address religious intolerance, and what more the UN can do to 
support such work.  
 
 

Welcome Susan Jane Dickson, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of the United Kingdom of the  

United Nations 

 

Panellists               Mohamed Ali Khaldi, Director General of Human Rights at the Ministry of Interior, 

Government of Tunisia 

 Simona Cruciani, UN Office on Genocide Prevention  

Iman Atta, Director Tell Mama, United Kingdom 

 Desi Hanara, ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human Rights, Indonesia  

Eka Chitanava, Tolerance and Diversity Institute, Georgia  

Simona Cruciani, UN Office on Genocide Prevention 

Moderator   Andrew Smith, Head of UN Advocacy, ARTICLE 19 

  

Discussion We would welcome the active engagement of all participants at the event, and would 

encourage attendees to consider which “good practices” you can share to help facilitate 

an interactive exchange     

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 


