
 

Enhancing the Protection of Women Human Rights Defenders and Journalists: Survivors’ perspectives  

Tuesday, 12 April 2022 (13:00 – 14:30) 

 

1. Background 

Women human rights defenders make essential contributions to local, regional and global peace and 

security initiatives. They are raising their voices, frequently at great personal risk, to stand up against all 

forms of violence and conflict, injustice and gender inequality, and they are at the forefront of challenging 

social and cultural norms that limit human rights and societies’ abilities to build durable and inclusive peace. 

This includes their oversight and advocacy roles and providing support to the most vulnerable, as well as 

raising awareness and mobilizing civil society to prevent and respond to human rights violations, including 

through monitoring and reporting, and supporting protection mechanisms. 

 

Yet, despite their critical role in advancing development, peace and security and humanitarian action 

efforts, women human rights defenders are increasingly at risk and face targeted attacks, gender-based 

hate speech and incitement to violence. They are particularly facing threats in conflict and post-conflict 

situations, as the resulting weakness of the rule of law institutions, create unprotective environments for 

women in general in an overall context of shrinking space for civil society. These include specific threats of 

sexual violence, defamation, intimidation, including against their family members, in order to deter them 

from continuing their work at grassroots, national, regional and global levels.  

 

This event is organized in the margins of the annual Open Debate on conflict-related sexual violence and 

aims at describing these protection concerns that women leaders and activists continue to face. For 

instance, in 2021, women peacebuilders and human rights defenders were specifically targeted, including 

through sexual violence and harassment as a form of reprisal, in order to exclude them from public life. 

Activists and advocates working to highlight the plight and rights of survivors of conflict-related sexual 

violence, and to support their access to justice and services, were also subjected to reprisals and 

intimidation (S/2022/272).  In 2020, the United Nations verified 35 cases of killings of women human rights 

defenders, journalists and trade unionists in seven conflict-affected countries with data, surpassing the 

reported numbers for 2018 and 2019 (S/2021/827). Moreover, as women activists have moved to online 

platforms due to the restrictions imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic, they have been further exposed to 

digital security risks, including online sexism, misogyny and incitement to violence against them, as 

increased digital surveillance measures from both individuals and governments.  

 

Today, as the world faces a spiral of violence, compounded by the emergence and persistence of armed 

conflicts and wide-spread violence around the world, we witness how women human rights defenders lead 

movements calling for peace, gender equality, and an end to violence against women. It is therefore 

increasingly important to reflect on the responsibility of States in protecting women human rights 

defenders and women activists and the strategies that have been and can be adopted to ensure their 

protection, as a basis for their full, equal, and meaningful participation and leadership in political, social 

and economic life and in peacemaking, security and reconciliation processes.  



 

 

No one is better placed to reflect on this than those at the center of the discussion, namely women human 

rights defenders themselves, particularly those who have survived human rights violations as a result of 

their work and have engaged in unrelenting efforts to fight impunity and hold perpetrators accountable. 

This is the case of Jineth Bedoya, a Colombian journalist and human rights defender, whose fierce and 

tireless 20-year commitment to seeking justice for all women human rights defenders, particularly 

journalists, through her own experience resulted in a landmark ruling by the Inter-American Court of 

Human Rights. This ruling recognized the violation of her rights to personal integrity, liberty, honor, dignity 

and freedom of thought and expression, but also ordered unprecedented individual and collective 

reparatory measures that will ultimately benefit all women victims/survivors affected by conflict, 

particularly female journalists. In recognition of her courage and contribution to this cause, Ms. Jineth 

Bedoya Lima will be appointed by the United Nations Special Representative of the Secretary-General on 

Sexual Violence in Conflict (SRSG-SVC) as a Global Champion for the prevention of conflict-related sexual 

violence (CRSV). 

 

Building on Ms. Bedoya Lima’s remarkable 2-decade journey and its unprecedented results, UN Women 

and the Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence have co-organized 

this event to bring together women human rights defenders, particularly journalists, from various conflict 

and crisis-affected countries, and international legal experts as well Member State representatives to 

discuss challenges and opportunities to enhance the protection of women human rights defenders globally, 

as well as the immediate, mid-term and long-term legal and practical implications of the Inter-American 

Court of Human Rights ruling in this work .  

 

2. Objectives and scope 

 

1. Bolster political support for the adoption of legislation, policies and programmes at the State level 

to prevent and respond to violence against women journalists and human rights defenders in 

accordance with States’ obligations under international law.  

 

2. Raise awareness about the ruling of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights on Ms. Jineth 

Bedoya’s case and the immediate, mid-term and long-term legal and practical implications for the 

protection of women human rights defenders, particularly journalists, regionally and globally.  

 

3. Contribute to United Nations’ efforts to support women human rights defenders’ survivors 

of conflict-related sexual violence in their healing and reparation processes and share 

concrete recommendations for the protection of other women human rights defenders. 

 

Programme and format 

 

Date: Tuesday, 12 April 2022 



 

Time: 13:00 – 14:30 

Format: Hybrid 

Place: TBC 

 

Proposed programme: 

 

1. Opening remarks UN Women Deputy Executive Director, Ms. Asa Regner; 

2. Opening remarks by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in 

Conflict, Ms. Pramila Patten and appointment of Ms. Jineth Bedoya Lima as Global Champion for 

the fight against conflict-related sexual violence; 

3. Remarks by Ms. Jineth Bedoya Lima; 

4. Remarks by the Permanent Mission of Colombia (TBC) on the implementation of the ruling of the 

Inter-American Court of Human Rights 

5. Panel discussion on the critical role of women human rights defenders in conflict and post-conflict 

countries moderated by Ms. Gypsy Guillen Kaiser - Advocacy and Communications Director, 

Committee to Protect Journalists: 

 

(a) Mr. Edison Lanza – Former Special Rapporteur on the Freedom of Expression – Inter-American 

Commission of Human Rights: analysis of the legal implications of the ruling on the prevention and 

response to violence against women human rights defenders, particularly journalists;  

(b) Ms. May Sabe Phyu – Human Rights Defender from Myanmar; 

(c) Ms. Fatima Faizi – New York Times reporter from Afghanistan);   

 

6. Interventions from the floor: questions for the panelists; 

7. Closing remarks by representatives from Member State co-sponsors: United Kingdom, Germany 

and Norway. 

 

 

Time 

(EST) 

Topic Speaker Observations 

13:00 (5 

min) 

Introduction and welcome to 

the event 

 

Plenary moderator: Welcome 

and overview of the aim of the 

event 

Plenary moderator  • Translation French, English, Spanish,  

 

 



 

13:05 (5 

min) 

Opening Remarks by UN 

Women Deputy Executive 

Director, Ms. Asa Regner  

UN Deputy Executive 

Director  

• Translation French, English, Spanish,  

13:10 (5 

min) 

Special Representative of the 

Secretary-General on Sexual 

Violence in Conflict, Ms. 

Pramila Patten 

SRSG Pramila Patten • Translation French, English, Spanish,  

 

13:15 (5 

min) 

Remarks by Ms. Jineth Bedoya 

Lima 

Jineth Bedoya – 

Colombian Journalist 

and Human Rights 

Defender 

• Translation French, English, Spanish,  

13:20 (5 

min) 

Remarks by the Permanent 

Mission of Colombia (TBC) on 

the implementation of the 

ruling of the Inter-American 

Court of Human Rights 

PR of Colombia • Translation French, English, Spanish,  

13:25 (5 

min) 

Introduction and introduction 

to the panel discussion 

objective and panelists  

 

Panel Discussion 

Moderator – Gypsy 

Guillen Kaiser - 

Advocacy and 

Communications 

Director, Committee to 

Protect Journalists 

• Translation French, English, Spanish,  

13:30 (5 

mins) 

Panelist 1 Intervention – 

International legal expert: 

What do you think the 

immediate, mid-term and 

long-term implications of the 

rulings on Jineth’s case in 

regards to responsibility of 

States to prevent and respond 

to violence against women 

human rights defenders, 

particularly journalists.  

Edison Lanza – Former 

Special Rapporteur on 

the Freedom of 

Expression – Inter-

American Commission 

of Human Rights  

• Translation French, English, Spanish,  

13:35 (5 

min) 

Panelist 2 Intervention: What 

is the current situation of 

women human rights 

defenders/journalists in 

Myanmar and what can the 

State and its international 

partners do to prevent and 

May Sabe Phyu – 

Human Rights Defender 

from Myanmar  

• Translation French, English, Spanish,  



 

respond to violence against 

them? 

13:40 (5 

min) 

Panelist 3 Intervention: In 

your experience, what are the 

main threats women human 

rights defenders and 

journalists face in your 

country and what should be 

done to protect them?  

(Emphasis on prevention)  

Fatima Faizi – New York 

Times reporter from 

Afghanistan 

• Translation French, English, Spanish,  

13:45 

(20 

mins) 

Questions from the audience 

and interventions of Member 

States from the floor  

Moderator, panelists 

and audience 

Interventions from 3 Member States (2 

min each) 

Questions from the audience 

14: 05 (5 

min) 

Feedback from the panel 

discussion and introduction to 

the next section  

Moderator 

 

 

14:10 (5 

min) 

Closing remarks by the 

Permanent Mission of the 

United Kingdom 

 

 Translation French, English, Spanish,  

14:15 (5 

min) 

Closing Remarks by the 

Permanent Mission of 

Germany 

 Translation French, English, Spanish,  

14:20 (5 

min) 

Closing Remarks by the 

Permanent Mission of Norway 

Special Envoy on 

Women, Peace and 

Security - Ambassador 

Signe Gilen 

Translation French, English, Spanish,  

14:30 Thank you and final 

observations  

Moderator   

 


