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Background 

Climate change is occurring much faster than anticipated and its effects are felt world-wide. The impact 

of climate change on the sources of food, water, livelihoods, energy, among others, also has serious 

implications on women’s right to education, their economic independence, safety and well-being. 

Women’s and girls’ voice, agency, leadership and participation are needed for stepped-up climate action, 

everywhere.  

 

The Paris Climate Agreement, adopted by world leaders in 2015 to accelerate climate action calls on 

countries “when taking action to address climate change, respect, promote and consider their respective 

obligations on human rights, . . . as well as gender equality, empowerment of women ...” 

 

Women have been leading climate change actions as environmental defenders, stewards of natural 

resources, inventors of renewable energy solutions and frontline responders to extreme climatic events. 

Recognizing the leadership of women and supporting their initiatives are key to realizing the climate 

ambition envisaged by the UN Secretary-General for the Climate Action Summit in September 2019. 

Specifically, the Secretary-General calls for leaders to present their concrete and realistic climate action 

plans to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 45 percent over the next decade. For the plans to be 

effective and credible, the explicitly calls for the inclusion of women as key decision-makers to tackle the 

different needs that will emerge in this coming period of critical transformation. 

 

 

Objectives 

UN-Women’s side event will give impetus for consistent attention to gender equality and women’s 

empowerment in the preparations for the UN Secretary-General’s 2019 Climate Action Summit and 

encourage global leaders to present gender-responsive initiatives at the Summit.  

 

Specifically, the side event aims to: 

• Present stories of women on the frontline of climate change -- the challenges they face, the 

constraints they encounter, and the actions and initiatives they take in the face of climate change; 

• Showcase best practices of women’s leadership to address climate change and achieve gender 

equality and the empowerment of all women and girls; and 

• Launch key commitments for gender-responsive climate actions by stakeholders.  

 

 

Organizers 

UN-Women in collaboration with the For All Coalition on Gender Equality and Human Rights.  

 

 

Format of the Side Event (1 hr. 15 minutes) 

The event will feature stories from women on the frontline of climate change and how they tackle 

challenges and respond through climate actions. Building on their inspirational stories, stakeholders will 

present systemic responses and commitments to gender-responsive climate action. 

 



Moderator (3 mins) 

• Craig Mokhiber, Director, New York Office, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

(OHCHR)  

 

Part 1: The human face of climate change: Stories from the frontlines (3 * 5 = 15 mins) 

• Story 1: Adaptation 

o Maman Dicko Sy, CEO Dictaf Corporation (builds capacity and provides technological 

platform to empower women farmers in all stages of the agricultural value chain) 

• Story 2: Resilience 

o Selina Neirok Leem, Small Island Girl with Big Dreams  

• Story 3: Mitigation 

o Wendy Sanassee, Director of Community Engagement, EarthSpark International 

EarthSpark is a women-run enterprise providing gender-responsive energy solutions in 

Haiti 

Part 2: Key actors showcasing solutions and committing to action (4*7 = 30 mins) 

• Energy 

o Caroline McGregor, Lead Energy Access and Gender Specialist, Sustainable Energy for 

All 

• Finance 

o Yannick Glemarec, Executive Director, The Green Climate Fund [TBC] 

• Synergistic and gender-responsive implementation of the Rio Conventions 

o Lorena Aguilar, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, Costa Rica, convener of the For All 

Coalition on Gender Equality and Human Rights  

 

Remarks 

• Deputy Executive Director, UN-Women (5 minutes)  

 

Question and Answer session (10 minutes) 

 

Onward to the SG’s Summit: Inspirational words (4 minutes) 

• Luis Alfonso de Alba, Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for the 2019 Climate Action 

Summit 

 

Closing Remarks (3 minutes) 

• Craig Mokhiber, Director, New York Office, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

(OHCHR) 


