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1. Introduction: 
 
Norway and Niger are pleased to organize a United Nations Security Council Arria-Formula 
meeting on the protection of education in conflict. This meeting will be held on Monday 6 
December and will focus on the protection of education, as stipulated in the recently adopted 
UNSCR 2601 (2021). The resolution reaffirms the right to education and its fundamental 
contribution to the achievement of peace and security, and urges Member States to develop 
effective measures to prevent and address attacks against schools and educational facilities, 
and facilitate the continuation of education in conflict, as a key priority. 
 
 

2. Objective:  
 

The objective of the meeting is to assess trends when it comes to disruption of education as 
one of the most long-lasting consequences of conflict. The meeting will further discuss the 
need for the follow up and implementation of the recently adopted Security Council resolution 
2601 (2021). The meeting will also take stock of other important instruments, lessons learned 
and good practices to ensure the protection of education, including the Safe Schools 
Declaration. Member States are invited to highlight and to discuss approaches to strengthen 
national, regional, and international efforts for the protection of education in conflict. 
 
 

3. Description: 
 
Education is under attack around the world at an alarming scale. This is particularly the case 
in situations of armed conflict. Students and teachers are targeted, killed, raped, and abducted, 
and students risk being recruited and used by parties to conflict. Schools and educational 
facilities are used for military purposes, bombed, and destroyed, depriving students of an 
opportunity to learn in a safe space. These attacks have long-term repercussions, not only for 
the individuals directly affected by the attacks and threats of attacks, but for entire communities 
and societies. It has a negative impact on prospects for peace and reconciliation, re-
establishment of basic services and civilian structures, and the return and reintegration of 
displaced people. Education is key to breaking the conflict cycle, sustaining peace, and to long-
term development. 
 
More than 11,000 attacks and incidents of military use of schools were reported between 2015 
and 2019, harming more than 22,000 students and educators in at least 93 countries, 
according to the Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack (GCPEA). According to the 
2021 Secretary-General’s report on children and armed conflict, the United Nations and its 
monitoring and reporting mechanism verified 536 incidents of attacks on schools and related 
protected personnel in 21 situations of conflict and concerns in 2020. 
 
The Covid-19 pandemic and the ensuing closure of schools worldwide have exacerbated 
vulnerabilities to attacks, with closed educational facilities being used for military purposes in 
some conflicts. When children are out of school in situations of armed conflict, they are 



vulnerable to recruitment and use by parties to conflict. They are also at greater risk of being 
subjected to other violations of international law, including international humanitarian law and 
international human rights law, as well as human rights abuses. The pandemic has increased 
protection needs and threatens to undo gains previously made in ensuring access to education 
and the protection of children in armed conflict. 
 
Attacks can have a distinctly gendered dynamic affecting girls and boys differently. In some 
contexts, girls are directly targeted with the aim of suppressing their access to education. Even 
where girls are not directly attacked, they are often disproportionately impacted and are less 
likely to return to school once their education has been interrupted.  
 
Parties to conflict have obligations under international humanitarian law regarding the 
protection of schools and educational facilities, and international human rights law establishes 
the right to education. When governments and armed groups take measures to strengthen the 
protection of education, it reduces risks, violations and abuses affecting children and students, 
their families and communities. The Safe Schools Declaration is one example of a practical 
tool that gives results, where implemented.  
 
On 29 October, the United Nations Security Council unanimously adopted resolution 2601 
(2021), uniquely dedicated to the protection of education in conflict. This comprehensive 
resolution is a strong contribution to addressing disruption of education as one of the longest 
lasting consequences of conflict. It also furthers the mandate for the protection of children 
affected by armed conflict including children with disabilities, refugees, internally displaced 
persons, and children formerly associated with armed groups. The fact that the resolution has 
99 co-sponsors underlines the global commitment to this important cause. 
 
The implementation of Resolution 2601 (2021) is crucial for the protection of education in 
conflict. 
 

4. Guiding questions:  
 

- What can the Security Council, Member States, the UN and civil society actors do to 
ensure the implementation of Security Council resolution 2601? 

 
-  What lessons and good practices can be drawn from other important instruments, 

including the implementation of the Safe School Declaration?  
 

- What measures and practices can Member States and regional organizations 
implement to reinforce a more effective prevention of attacks and threat of attacks 
against schools and education facilities, and strengthen the prevention mechanisms for 
the protection of education in conflict?  

 
- What measures can be taken to better support the monitoring and reporting mechanism 

on the protection of education in conflict and address pre-existing and nascent 
challenges in light of the COVID-19 pandemic?  

 
- How can we build on practical experiences and promising results from other thematic 

areas on the Security Council’s agenda, such as Women, Peace and Security?  
 

5. Speakers: 
 
- HRH Crown Prince Haakon of Norway 
- Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Children and Armed Conflict 

Virginia Gamba 



- Doris Mpoumou, Director, AU Liaison& Pan-Africa Office and AU Representative 
at Save the Children International 

- Children’s manifesto representative (video-message).  
 
6. Format:  
 

Ms. Anniken Huitfeldt, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Norway will chair the meeting.    
 
The meeting will hear from the speakers and Security Council members. We request Security 
Council members to limit their interventions to four minutes. 
 
Non-Security Council Member and Observer States are invited to deliver statements. 
 
Representatives of UNESCO and UNICEF will provide concluding remarks (TBC).  
 
Interpretation will be provided in all six official UN languages. The meeting will be broadcasted 
on UNWebTV. Youtube, and the webpage of the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Further 
details will follow. 
 


