
INVITATION            

Virtual panel discussion and International Launch of Finland’s first National Action Plan on 

UNSCR 2250 on Youth, Peace and Security, on December 8, 2021 /  09:00 – 10:00 (EST) 

Join the meeting here 

Opening words: 

- Minister for Foreign Affairs of Finland Mr. Pekka Haavisto 

Panel: 

- UN Secretary-General's Envoy on Youth Ms. Jayathma Wickramanayake (moderator) 

- Minister for Foreign Affairs of Finland Mr. Pekka Haavisto 

- Mr. Rafiu Adeniran Lawal, Executive Director, Building Blocks for Peace Foundation, Nigeria 

- Ms. Beverly Orozco, Head of the National Secretariat, Generation Peace Youth Network of Philippines 

- Mr. Saji Prelis, Director, Children & Youth Programmes, Search for Common Ground 

- Ms. Heidi Saarinen, Coordinator for Human Rights and Peacebuilding Education, UN Association of Finland 

On 5-6 March 2019, the first International Symposium on Youth Participation in Peace Processes took place 

in Helsinki, Finland. The symposium was co-hosted by Finland, Qatar and Columbia and supported by inter 

alia the UN OSGEY. It brought together over 100 participants from 45 different countries, including young 

women and men leaders, senior peace mediators and negotiators, government ministers, United Nations, 

African Union, and European Union representatives. Over two days, the participants engaged in a series of 

strategic panels and discussions related to why young people’s engagement in peace negotiations matters 

for sustaining peace, how young women and men have influenced peace agreements, and key lessons 

learned to shape recommendations in moving this agenda forward collectively and effectively. 

Subsequently Finland started working on a National Action Plan (NAP) for the implementation of the 

UNSCR 2250 on Youth, Peace and Security, in close collaboration with a network of Finnish youth 

organizations. Finland is now proud to be the first country in the world to have published its NAP (in 

August 2021). The next step will be to ensure an effective inclusive implementation of this action plan and 

Finland is eager to share the experiences gained in this process so far and to learn more from other 

countries engaged in similar exercises. 

On 20-21 January 2022 Qatar will host a High-Level Global Conference on Youth-Inclusive Peace Processes 

in Doha, co-hosted by Colombia and Finland. Leading up to this event Finland would like to invite you to 

a virtual panel discussion between Finland’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, Pekka Haavisto and Youth 

representatives, led by the Youth Envoy of the UN Secretary General. The event will take place, one day 

before the anniversary of the adoption of UNSCR 2250, on Wednesday, 8 December 2021, 09.00-10.00 

am (NYT). Warmly Welcome! 

Please register by 7 December here and please submit any questions to the panel as you register.  

https://worksup.com/app#id=UNFIN
https://julkaisut.valtioneuvosto.fi/handle/10024/163334
https://www.lyyti.fi/reg/Virtual_Launch_of_Finlands_first_National_Action_Plan_on_UNSCR_2250_on_Youth_Peace_and_Security_1834

