
       
 

 

EVENT CONCEPT NOTE  

 

Raising Children without Violence is Possible. How Positive Discipline Leads to Change and Benefits 

Society 

 

Date and Time: Tuesday, 15 October 2019, 1:15-2:30 pm 

Location: Conference Room 8, UN Headquarters 

 

Co-hosted by the Governments of Sweden and Costa Rica and the Swedish Institute, the Special 

Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children, Save the Children and Global 

Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children  

 
 
Every five minutes, a child dies as a result of violence. Punitive violence by adults is by far the most common form of 
violence against children, with three out of four children aged 2 to 4 worldwide – close to 300 million – regularly 
subjected to physical and humiliating punishment.  
 
Physical and humiliating punishment is a violation of children’s human rights to physical integrity, human dignity and 
equal protection under the law. Despite the widespread phenomenon and its detrimental effects on children, physical 
and humiliating punishment remains lawful and neglected in many countries, its prevention remains underfunded as 
an area of intervention, and trivialized by society, often seen as a socially accepted practice. Based on clear examples, 
the prohibition of physical and humiliating punishment of children in law is a necessary first step towards ending the 
practice and sending a clear signal that violence against children is not acceptable.   
 

Event Description  

To discipline comes from the Latin word to educate. Teaching parents and children to solve issues without violence 

will benefit not only children, but also society as a whole. This high-level interactive event will give the opportunity to 

illustrate how the introduction of a law banning corporal punishment can lead to positive change and how positive 

discipline programmes promote non-violent child rearing practices and changing perceptions and attitudes among 

parents, caregivers and other people working with children.  

This event will continue the important exchange between Member States, UN Agencies and civil society to consider 

the challenges faced and actions required to achieve SDG Target 16.2 – to end all forms of violence against children. 

The specific objectives of the event are: 

 To review global progress on efforts to end physical and humiliating punishment on children and to take stock 

of what more needs to be done;  

 To consider and show good practices of how countries have been working together to curb violence against 

children; 

 To share examples and good practices of multi-sectoral policies and programs that address corporal 

punishment demonstrating the ongoing commitment to change social norms and customs; and 

  To showcase the intrinsic linkages between violence prevention, positive discipline, gender equality and the 

empowerment of boys, girls and vulnerable populations. 


