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Infopoverty World Conference & Infopoverty Programme 
 

The Infopoverty World Conference, held annually at the United Nations Headquarters in New York, 
aims at delineating the most innovative solutions and the best practices elaborated with the United 
Nations system, governments and the civil society, to empower the fight against poverty. The 
Conference represents, for its continuity, operational capability and strong interoperability with the 
UN system, a unique global forum, gathering leading experts, academics, opinion leaders, managers, 
government officials and philanthropists.  
 
The mission  
  
The first Infopoverty World Conference was organized by OCCAM in June 2001, on the momentum of 
the signature of the Millennium Declaration of the United Nations, where the joining States were 
committed to the achievement of the eight Millennium Development Goals. 
 
The Objective of the Infopoverty Programme and Infopoverty World Conference is to help the 
poorest and most disadvantaged populations in the developing world through the use of Information 
Telecommunication Technologies (ICTs). 
  
Working in collaboration with the European Parliament, various United Nations bodies and other 
scientific institutions and universities, the Infopoverty World Conference rallies leaders worldwide to 
talk about the issues of the ICT4D.  
In addition, the Infopoverty Programme experiments the guidelines issued by the Conference through 
the creation of the ICT villages model. Such model follows a process of flexible intervention easily 
replicable in many areas of the globe and provides various services designed to promote endogenous 
and sustainable development process. 
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w York, UN Headquarters - Conference Room 12 

   History of the Conference 
 

Since 2001, the Infopoverty World Conference has been held annually at the UN seat in New York. 
Considered one of the Flagship Events - as stated by UN GA on 25th July 2013 (A/68/186) - it has seen 
more than a thousand representatives of large international organizations and institutions, leading 
companies, universities and pioneers of the digital revolution, find winning digital solutions for 
fighting poverty and pursuing sustainable development.  

 
The Conference has followed all digital innovations since the Worldwide Internet Satellite in 2001, 
focusing on a different topic each year, as is shown in the figure below. The progress of innovation 
created by the market is highlighted in the scheme, as well as the themes that anticipated their own 
applications in order to pursue the achievement of the MDGs and, after 2015, the SDGs.  
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The 19th Infopovery World Conference 2019 

“How smart cities can fight poverty by eliminating slums and promoting 
smart villages for rural development” 

Infopoverty has fought poverty for 18 years creating  innovative ICT  solutions and models such as the 
ICT villages founded in various countries, e.g. the Millennium Village of Sambaina in Madagascar 
(2006) and the World Health & Food Security e-Center, which can provide telemedicine, food security 
and e-learning services to the poorest rural communities. Now Infopoverty pays attention to urban 
communities, where poverty is endemic, making it difficult to live together and destroying the basis 
of human values. In fact, the redemption of poverty in rural communities will be imaginable if the 
resources of the land are properly used, while in cities the spectre of the “human jungle” is 
represented by slums and favelas where millions of people and minors are left alone in 
precariousness and in a devastating human and physical decline. 

On the one hand, especially in Africa, the demographic pressure applied from the countryside to 
formless urban areas,  makes agricultural production poor. On the other hand, it increases the mass 
of marginalized people, due to the absence of work in urban area: this risks the onslaught of “social 
time-bombs” capable of destabilizing very fragile governance structures and provoking other strong 

waves of migration affecting all the developed 
countries.   

The digital revolution has, to some extent,  
accelerated these dynamics, interconnecting 
everyone and opening virtual frontiers. This 
revolution should address such issues, not 
orientating its solutions to the wealthy classes but 
principally to all those possessing a mobile phone 
(practically everybody) and can take advantage of 
the immense potentialities in terms of services of 
health care and distance nutrition support. If this 
prospective does not appeal to stakeholders ("the 

poor do not produce profits"), we must record an extraordinary impulse towards Smart Cities, which 
are the object of very strong investments, research and exciting innovations. The digital revolution is 
striding ahead: starting from mobility, with the prospect of automatic driving, arriving at the 
management of infrastructures, domotics, energy sources, e-governance etc. It is changing socio-
economic structures through processes of disruption, which, for the new generations, are 
destabilizing. In this context, where the search for short-term loans causes systemic crises in various 
classes and territories, we need to relaunch the question posed at our IWC12 "Who drives the digital 
Revolution?” If only private enterprise leads, inevitably the needs of billions of indigent people will 
continue to be neglected and have in consequence unimaginable repercussions globally.                                                     
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Therefore a new vision is necessary in order to give the digital revolution concrete perspectives and 
to be more adherent to human emergencies specified in the SDG, proclaimed by the UN in 2015. 
Governments must lead this process aimed at directing innovation towards solving the problems of 
the masses (in need), indicating priority objectives and appropriate forms of incentives, and 
absolutely avoiding the well-known distortion already acted out in the previous industrial revolution, 
where the delirium for power of the few led to the creation of new and devastating weapons 
employed in wars that criminally caused the humanitarian tragedies of the twentieth century. 

This premise well introduces the topic of the 19th Infopoverty conference: how smart city can fight 
poverty, eliminating slums and promoting smart villages for rural development. In the agenda of the 
conference that will take place at the UN headquarters in NY, the topic of Smart City at the UN is not 
presented as the “apotheosis of new super technologies”, making lives of the wealthiest people more 
pleasant and stimulating the consumption of luxury goods, but is presented as a challenge to 
eliminate slums, replacing them with possible, foreseeable building and housing solutions. 
Furthermore, Smart Cities should be aimed at integrating towns and territories, transferring 
technologies, knowledge and services from towns to the surrounding rural communities in order to 
provide citizens with necessary sustenance. Thus, they represent a circular economy model, which 
can create great working and development opportunities. 

Creating an organic relationship between the ICT-
Villages (the models for which have already been 
successfully tested in Borji et Touil, the model 
village of the WSIS of Tunisia in 2005) and Smart 
Cities means recommending highly effective 
development policies, especially in Africa. Such 
policies can eliminate the need for charity and 
attract solid investments, both in terms of 
facilities and commodities and in terms of 
infrastructure and housing. They can also 
contribute to the growth of these countries, 
aiming at enhancing their raw materials and 
human resources, and at the creation of forms of welfare that ensure primary health care, education 
and support for food development for everyone, as well as forms of economic exchange through 
digital solutions already validated thanks to the block chain. This is the challenge that the 19th 
Infopoverty World Conference sets at the UN Headquarter, involving the best thinkers (innovators, 
heads of public and private institutions, universities and research centres, large companies) in order 
to focus on convergent and easily applicable solutions at minimum cost, as a concrete and feasible 
contribution of the digital world to accelerate the achievement of the SDGs of the UN. 
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Draft Agenda – April 12th 2019 
 

Opening Session -  10:00-10:30 am  

New York, UN Headquarters 

 

Greetings from the UN representative and high personalities.  
General Introduction by Pierpaolo Saporito, OCCAM President 
 

First Session - 10:20-12:00 am  

New York, UN Headquarters in videoconference with Milan European Parliament Office 

Next development plans as an aid or an investment? 

Helping endogenous development means transferring knowledge and technologies, 
providing e-services, and transferring capital for productive investments in the 
medium to long term, overcoming the psychological block created by financial 
parameters: money no longer creates money, but only social hardship, increasing 
migrations and poverty. 

 

Second Session – 12:20-1:00pm  

New York, UN Headquarters  

How urbanization in Africa can be sustainable 

Africa is developing fast, and need to preserve his environment by a massive rural 
development, in order to feed the incumbent Smart Cities,  with sustainable models 
for infrastructure planning territorial harmonization. 

 

Third Session – 2:30 – 4:30pm  

New York, UN Headquarters 

The digital revolution is fuelling  the Smart Cities:  need to empower also the rural 
villages to achieve a  sustainable development for the Country 

Integrating villages with the facilities  of Cities is now possible thanks to digital 
solutions, in order to share to all population the opportunities offered by the new 
technologies,  expanding   education, social welfare and businesses. 
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Fourth Session – 4:30-5:30pm  

  New York, UN Headquarters 

Which digital services are useful for a balanced rural and urban development of 
communities? 

 
The services, such as schools, hospitals etc., make citizens life well and prosper. At the 
same time they require competences and qualified personnel, who can be trained 
quickly with digital solutions, which make localisation and territorial interconnections 
equitable, in the contemporary spirit of "ruralising towns and urbanising the 
countryside". 

 

Fifth Session – 5:30-6:00pm  

  New York, UN Headquarters 

Operative Conclusions 
 
The results of the Conference are going to be defined in the Final Declaration, which 
will be delivered to the entire UN System and to the Governments. 
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Results Achieved from the previous Infopoverty World Conferences 
 

The World Food Security e-Center 
 
One of the major project of the Infopoverty Conference is the World Food Security e-Center 
(WFSeC).The project aim is to provide digital services to support agricultural development and food 
security, transferring technologies and knowledge from the network of scientific-academic excellences 
of the Italian UNIVERSITY and LAB system, directly to needy populations and communities through a 
Platform high connectivity digital, using new sensors and robotic devices able to collect and receive 
data. This proposal has found a positive response in the local institutions (Lombardy Region, Municipality 
of Milan) national and international (European Parliament, FAO, IFAD, WFP, IDLO) as well as in civil 
society (AISSA Network of Agricultural Scientific Societies, IITM -International Institute of Telemedicine, 
African and European Institutions). 
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ICT villages 

The Infopoverty Program experiments the guidelines issued by the Conference, applying the best 
practices that emerged in the field of new technologies for the development of disadvantaged 
communities through the creation of ICT Villages. The ICT Villages model follows a process of 
intervention flexible and easily replicable in many areas of the globe, providing various services 
designed to promote endogenous and sustainable development process.  

The first ICT village project was carried out in 1999 in Honduras hit by the devastating hurricane Mitch. 
Thanks to the use of solar panels, the supply of electricity was guaranteed. A connection to 108 mb / sec, 
a real record for the time, for more than 30,000 people enabled the creation of the first e-learning and 
telemedicine services, allowing the population to use these new technologies advantageously and to 
connect to the rest of the world through e-commerce and e-government initiatives. 

A long-lasting project is the ICT Village of Sambaina, born also thanks to the support of the then 
President of the Malgasy Republic, S.E. Marc Ravalomanana. The project has been developed focusing 
on telemedicine, e-learning schools and center for internet access for the population of the district. 
Sambaina soon aroused international attention, including the visit of Jeffrey Sachs, director of the UN 
Millennium Project and Special Advisor of the Secretary General, Kofi Annan.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeffrey_Sachs
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Registration 

 
If you are interested in participating in the 19th Infopoverty World Conference, please fill out the 

form at  https://goo.gl/forms/m0xeUPOaUBSZUfHi2 and contact us at occam@occam.org 
 
 

CONTACTS 
 

 

General Coordination: OCCAM HQ 

Via Duccio di Boninsegna, 21 

20145 Milano - Italy 

Tel. +39 02 8057573 

www.occam@occam.org 

www.infopoverty.net 

www.facebook.com/occam.milano 

www.twitter.com/occam_milano 

    

 

 

For further information, see also 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Observatory_on_Digital_Communication 

 bit.ly/rewatch16IWC | tinyurl.com/IWC-eBook 
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