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Conference Room 11 
 

The Permanent Missions of Austria and Belgium, the Chair of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and the United 

Nations Office on Drugs and Crime have the honour to invite all interested stakeholders to attend an event by the 

Chair of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs to raise awareness for the international drug policy commitments 

on improving availability and access to controlled substances for medical and scientific purposes.   

 

The event will take place on Wednesday, 8 June 2022 from 1:15 to 2:15 pm in Conference Room 9 of the United 

Nations Headquarters, at the margins of the June 2022 Economic and Social Council Management Segment. 

 

The three international drug control conventions – of 1961, 1971 and 1988 – enshrine the commitment by the 

international community to make adequate provision to ensure, and to not unduly restrict, the availability of controlled 

substances that are considered indispensable for medical and scientific purposes. Notwithstanding the universally 

recognized medical indispensability of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, millions of people across the world 

continue to suffer due to lack of access to controlled medicines. This global crisis has been aggravated by the COVID-

19 pandemic, which has exacerbated interruptions of the controlled medicines supply chain in several parts of the 

world. In the Statement on the impact of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic on the implementation of the 

joint commitments of Member States to address and counter all aspects of the world drug problem, adopted by the 

Commission on Narcotic Drugs at its 64th session in 2021, Member States reiterated the concern that the availability 

of internationally controlled substances for medical and scientific purposes, including for the relief of pain and 

palliative care, remained low to non-existent in many parts of the world.  

 

The Commission on Narcotic Drugs, as the main policymaking body in the United Nations system on drug-related 

matters is, under the leadership of the Chair of the 65th session, H.E. Ambassador Ghislain D’Hoop, devoting attention 

to scaling up the implementation of the international drug policy commitments on improving availability of and access 

to controlled substances for medical and scientific purposes, to build back better from the COVID-19 pandemic and to 

ensure that no patient is left behind. #NoPatientLeftBehind 

 

The event will include, amongst others, remarks by the Chair of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, welcoming 

remarks by representatives of the Permanent Missions of Austria and Belgium to the United Nations in New York. In 

addition, the event will include remarks by representatives of different UN entities, including from the World Health 

Organization, the International Narcotics Control Board, UN Women, the International Atomic Energy Agency, the 

Joint United Nations Programme on HIV and AIDS (UNAIDS), as well as civil society. The event will be moderated 

by Mr. Matteo Pasquali of the UNODC New York Office.  

 

All with UN badges are welcome. Please RSVP to UNODC New York Office, email: pasquali@un.org. 


