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EVENT SUMMARY

TIME ACTIVITY

14:30- 15:00 Registration

AGENDA

15:00- 15:05 Welcome

Together for a healthier world15:05 – 15:20

This closed-door panel on Universal Health Coverage Day will spotlight global health leaders, UHC advocates, 
and young voices as they engage and share best practice experiences on how we can move towards achieving 
health for all in a world recovering from COVID-19.

Jessy El Murr, Senior Journalist and Host, will welcome everyone and outline the diverse 
sessions of the day; spotlighting the launch of the reports, lightning talks with key speakers, and 
announcement of Falcon Award winners.

HE Abdul Rahman Bin Mohammed Al Owais, UAE Minister of Health and Prevention, will 
welcome all the attendees and will thank the speakers for being part of the International UHC 
Day at Expo. 

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director General of the WHO, will give a keynote speech 
highlighting how global security and health coverage are two sides of the same coin. Dr. Tedros 
will then announce the launch of the UHC Global Monitoring and the Financial Protection 
Reports, spotlighting the key messages of the reports. 

The Editor in Chief of The Lancet, Dr. Richard Horton, will share a video address, outlining the 
journey, challenges and successes related to Universal Health Coverage.

Universal Health Coverage: Where do we stand today?15:20 – 15:45

Following the keynote by the DG of ,Dr. Samira Asma, Assistant Director General, Data, 
Analytics and Delivery for Impact, and colleagues will present the key findings of the UHC 
Global Monitoring Report and the Financial Protection Report.

The stage will then be open for the audience and media to reflect on the key findings of the 
reports launched. This segment will be moderated by Dr. Awad Mataria, Director of 
UHC/Health Systems of WHO EMRO.

Steps Break15:45 - 15:50



15:50 – 16:05 Lessons learnt from COVID-19: Strengthening the health systems that drive UHC & Health
Security

Connecting the Dots: From Current Commitments to Future Actions16:05 – 16:30 

The Regional Director for Africa of the World Health Organization, Dr. Matshidiso Moeti, will set 
the stage on health security and strengthening health systems toward enhancing health 
program implementation. 

Dr. Vernon Lee, Deputy Director of Communicable Diseases of the Ministry of Health in 
Singapore, will then give a Ted-Talk style speech on global challenges faced during the 
pandemic, highlighting the best practices to cope with disruptions caused by COVID-19. Dr. 
Vernon will also focus on the importance of commitment to invest more in health systems and 
optimise health spending to ensure that countries are on the right track to achieving UHC 
targets by 2030.

Moderated by Dr. Rana Hajjeh, Director of Programme Management for Eastern 
Mediterranean, WHO, this session will feature speakers representing different countries. The 
interactive session will include country spotlights with participation from: H.E. Dr. Ahmed 
Mohammed Obaid Al-Saidi, Minister of Health, Sultanate of Oman, Dr. Viroj 
Tangcharoensathien, Senior Adviser, International Health Policy Program, Ministry of Public 
Health, Thailand, Dr. Recep Akdag, Former Minister of Health of the Republic of Turkey, Dr. 
Jeanette Vega, Director of Fonasa, the National Chilean Public Health Insurance Agency 
(FONASA), and Mr. Masaki Inaba, Steering Committee Member (Civil Society of the Global 
North), UHC2030 . 

These country-specific examples will be situated within the wider UHC Day discussions and 
serve to inspire action from the international community in support of health for all.This session 
will aim to showcase that a “one-size-fits-all” approach to achieving UHC does not exist, while 
highlighting the importance of the local context in the development of UHC strategies. 

Coffee Break16:30 - 16:40

Creating an Intergenerational Lens in the Region16:40 - 17:10

Youth in the region must be engaged and mobilized in order to build resilient health systems for 
future generations. This session will ensure that the regional youth voices are being heard by 
high-level decision makers. 

Moderated by Dr. Batool Al Wahdani, Research Associate of Global Surgery and Social Change 
Program at Harvard Medical School, this discussion will include Dr. Ahmed Al Mandhari, The 
Regional Director for Eastern Mediterranean of the WHO, HRH Princess Dina Mired, President 
for Union for International Cancer Control (UICC), Jordan, Ms. Arwa Hany, Regional Director for 
Eastern Mediterranean, IFMSA, and a Medical Student at MBRU (TBC),highlighting ways 
through which youth groups and culture can be leveraged to advance the UHC Agenda. 



17:10 - 17:40 Announcement of Falcon Awards Winners 

Closing Remarks 17:40 - 17:45

This year, the Global Institute for Disease Elimination (GLIDE) launched the Falcon Awards for 
Disease Elimination, an initiative that aims to acknowledge and support those who have 
demonstrated potential for high-impact in disease elimination. The five award winners will be 
announced during this session, aligning with the day’s objective to unite global health leaders 
and highlight the international community’s efforts to achieve health for all. 

The session will begin with Professor Maha Taysir Barakat, Falcon Awards Jury member & 
Board Chair of the RBM Partnership to End Malaria, who will introduce GLIDE’s inaugural Falcon 
Awards for Disease Elimination. Following her introduction, a video will play that announces the 
winners who will then present their projects. 

Ms. Gabriela Cuevas Barron, Co-chair of UHC2030 Steering Committee, will highlight UHC 
Commitment in a world coping with COVID-19. In her final remarks to close the sessions, Ms. 
Gabriela Cuevas Barron will thank the speakers, audience members and participants for joining. 




