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Mansion House might look incredibly modern, with 
innovative materials and construction techniques,  
but the concept is actually quite an old one: small 
groups of apartments with one shared entrance,  
so you can enjoy your own space without feeling 
completely isolated from the rest of the world.  
You will get to know your neighbours and have  
a sense of ownership over your shared spaces.

And whilst community is very much at the heart  
of Mansion House, we’ve made sure once you’re 
home for the day you can relax in a tranquil 
environment that’s filled with natural light  
from front to back.

Welcome to  
Mansion House,  
by Urban Splash.

Fab House
Launched 2018

Town House
Launched 2017
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Mansion house is all about SPACE. Extra high 
ceilings and a dual aspect flood the place with 
light and provide long views, making the 
apartments feel spacious in every direction. 
Add to that a generous 8 sq m balcony and  
you can forget cats — you could swing an 
elephant in here!
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You’re  
in good 
company.

Looking back
Moving forward.

Considering that there are so many people packed into  
one building, apartment blocks can lead to a fairly lonely life. 
Long corridors with endless doors and communal stairways 
filled with bicycles mean that we often don’t get much more 
than a nod and a smile from our neighbours. But that wasn’t 
always the case.

Look back in time a bit and you’ll find examples of gorgeous 
Georgian terraces that had one door for a handful of flats, so 
a nod and a smile would turn into a chat, a coffee, a familiar 
face when you need a parcel delivered, a proper community. 
That’s what we wanted for Mansion House.

Add to that the continental element with the occasional 
small business on the ground floor, and all of a sudden 
you’re transported to Paris or Amsterdam (minus the 
language barriers). 

This is the life.

Albert Hall Mansions (original) 
by Norman Shaw, 1876

City pads for country dwellers.

Isokon Flats 
by Wells Coates, 1933

Modernism arrives and gives  
apartment living a new twist.

The Circle  
by CZWG, 1989

Playful Post-Modernism with 
quirks but always humane.

Avro (Mill conversion) 
by Urban Splash, 2019 

The mills of northern England 
converted into spacious loft 
apartments for a new generation  
of city dwellers.

Mansion House 
by Urban Splash, 2019

Innovative modular build 
apartments, on a human scale.

Kensington Mansion Block 
c.1930

Apartment typologies that came  
to define city centre living in  
the capital.

The European model 
c.1650

Other countries have liked  
living this way for years.
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12 Mansion House

On Mansion House we’ve worked with award-winning architects 
shedkm to redefine the whole concept of apartment living, creating 
a series of flexible one and two bedroom homes that combine 
state-of-the-art materials and construction with a lifestyle 
enhancing design.

Part 01. 
Mansion House  
Design.

Shedkm have won  
over 100 major awards 
including 12 Housing 
Design awards, 10 RIBA 
awards, and they are 
three times winner  
of Architect of the Year.

Our starting point for Mansion House was  
to challenge and rethink the trend towards 
larger, monolithic and increasingly impersonal 
apartment blocks and towers springing up  
in our towns and cities.

We have focussed again on what makes  
a great place to live. There’s more to great 
design than floor finishes and bathroom 
fittings. Knowing who your neighbours are, 
and the short but important journey from 
street to apartment door - these things make 
a difference too. The Mansion House idea  
is about smaller groups of apartments, say 
six, eight or ten, sharing an entrance, stair 
and lift. This arrangement encourages a 
stronger sense of ownership and counters 
the anonymity of high density living. So 
Mansion House is really about community.

Mansion House also has aspects of customer 
choice (layouts, kitchens and bathrooms) and  
all the careful attention to detail of its sister 
product Town House; generous space 
standards, large windows, high ceilings  
and flexible design. Every apartment is  
dual aspect, and all have outside space.

We believe in simplicity and the honest use  
of materials; Mansion House will be built 
from highly sustainable factory-cut panels  
of cross laminated radiata pine, which will 
form the walls and ceilings in the apartments, 
bringing the warmth of timber to the interiors.

Ian Killick  
BA(Hons) BArch RIBA ARB

Meet the architect.
Shedkm.
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High life, 
without the 
high-rise.

This is not high-rise living. Yes, there are six floors, and yes, each apartment 
has its own balcony with views stretching far and wide. But Mansion House 
takes a very traditional approach to modern life. Each block consists of 
between eight and ten homes with a single entrance; each floor consists  
of two apartments with shared hallway; each apartment consists  
of a unique design that you can adapt to suit the way you want to live.

Building blocks. Penthouses with roof lanterns

 Generous balcony

 Shared landing for you and your neighbour

 Dual aspect

 Flexible layout

 Choice of kitchens and bathrooms

 Medium rise

 Shared entrance
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There’s a reason shedkm have won so many awards. It’s the same reason we 
keep working with them time after time: they’re great at their job. Their genius 
lies in not only giving you more space (with extra high ceilings and open-plan 
layouts) but making it feel like you’ve got even more (with full height 
windows at the front and rear).

Each apartment at Mansion House has its own private balcony, and there 
are a choice of kitchen and bathroom layouts to cater to your individual 
needs. The walls and ceiling are all made with Cross Laminated Timber 
(CLT): a cost- and energy-efficient way of giving your home that cosy  
sense of hygge the Danish do so well. The natural radiata pine finish is 
complemented by ceramic flooring, which provides a contrasting texture 
and is easy to look after.

If you’re really looking to maximise the sense of space, the two top-floor 
apartments at Mansion House have an additional ‘lantern’ that increases  
the ceiling height to nearly five meters. Perfect if you want to feel like  
you’re on cloud nine.

Head in the 
clouds, feet  
on the ground.

Space man.
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The finishing touch.
Light, warmth and texture make a home.

People often talk about how a house has a good feel to it.  
A certain aura or vibe that it gives off, which helps them 
relax and feel at ease. Well, we’re pleased to tell you that 
the materials used in Mansion House were carefully  
chosen to be as pleasing on the eye as they are on your 
fingers and toes.

The combination of natural radiata pine walls and ceramic 
tile flooring is designed to achieve the perfect balance of 
nature and nurture, hard and soft, warmth and coolness.  
A harmonious sanctuary that helps you feel good, and  
feels good to touch. Take a deep breath in through  
your nose… and out through your mouth.
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Choice.
Kitchen.

We believe the kitchen should be at the heart of your home, a place where 
everything and everyone come together to eat, drink and be merry. But we 
know different people like to run things in different ways, so we’ve created 
three layouts to choose from, depending on how many cooks you like to 
have in your kitchen.

Thought  
for food.

Simple kitchen. 

Everything you need, with extra 
space for you to add your own 
storage or dining furniture.

Island kitchen.

As above, but with an island unit, 
providing additional storage and 
space for stools.

Galley kitchen. 

All the essentials, plus an extra  
row of units for extra storage  
and preparation space.

Town House by Urban Splash  
(Mansion House kitchens will vary).
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Choice.
Bathroom.

Mansion House also comes with a choice of three designs  
of bathroom to suit how you like to live.

Making  
a splash

Image shows a typical Town House 
bathroom, which is representative  
of the Mansion House configuration  
and design. 

Clean and efficient. 

One bathroom with shower  
over bath and an integrated 
utility space.

Wake-up and unwind.

One shower room with basin  
and a separate WC with 
integrated utility space.

Busy mornings.

One bathroom with shower  
over bath and a separate WC 
with integrated utility space.
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Future proof. If there’s one thing we’ve learnt over the years, it’s that it’s impossible  
to predict what’s coming next. Plans go out of windows, curve balls are 
thrown and spanners are put in whatever works we’ve carefully made  
for ourselves. It’s not just our circumstances that change, our personalities 
do too: raucous nights out turn into sensible nights in; house parties  
with people you’ve never met turn into dinner parties discussing  
economic policy.

Sadly, Mansion House does not come with its own crystal ball, but it  
does come with a great deal of flexibility. The outside walls are the only 
load-bearing ones*, so everything else can change as your life does.  
Spare bedrooms can become home offices; cinema rooms can turn  
into cosy nurseries. Whatever life throws at you, with Mansion House  
you can change more than a coat of paint.

Ready for 
anything.

*Subject to warranties and building control
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We’ve spent a great deal of time and effort perfecting the idea 
behind Mansion House: getting the right team together and 
assembling the best minds. So we needed to make sure the  
making was every bit as brilliant as the thinking.

By using Modern Methods of Construction (MMC) combined  
with innovative and sustainable materials, we’ve made sure  
that Mansion House can be constructed quickly and efficiently, 
saving time, money and reducing the impact on the environment.

Each piece of Mansion House is made to order offsite in factory 
conditions, then transported to the site to be assembled. It means 
that everything is built as accurately as possible and wastage  
is kept to a minimum.

Great minds, great materials, great homes.

Part 02 
Mansion House  
Build.
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It's all about 
 Cross–
laminated
 Timber

No more 
Plasterboard.

We can’t help but think the story of the three little pigs 
would have been so different if only the second pig had 
heard of Cross Laminate Timber (CLT). As its name suggests 
it is primarily made of wood, but the benefits of CLT over 
other construction materials, such as steel and concrete,  
are clear to see.

Essentially it’s a flat-pack system, with the main pieces 
manufactured off-site under factory conditions, then 
transported to site for quick and easy assembly. Unlike 
flat-pack it’s strong and durable, and you won’t be left 
scratching your head at the end of it because you’ve  
got five pieces left over.

The radiata pine is all sourced from Northern Spain, grown  
in sustainable forests with PEFC certification. Not only does 
the wood have its own passport, telling us exactly what area 
and year it comes from, but it’s easier to transport and quick 
to assemble on site. Both valuable ways of cutting time, 
costs and emissions.

Mansion House is unusual in that it uses CLT for the main 
structure and the finish, but this is also ideal for insulation, 
retaining heat in the winter and letting the building breath  
in the summer.

All in all, we’ve got a lot of love for CLT.
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Part 03 
Mansion House
Live. 

We’ve said it before, and we’ll say it again. A home is not just about 
walls and roofs and doors and windows. They’re the materials; 
the canvas that we twist and shape to suit unique environments. 
Understanding how to use them helps us make a house, but a 
home is made by understanding the people inside it.

So our job is to study them – from the moment their alarm clocks 
drag them from the land of nod to when their heads hit the pillow 
again. We need to understand what makes them tick, not only  
as individuals, but as part of a community. To make sure that the 
homes we build have everything they need to thrive and flourish.

Mansion House is the result. A place where people have all they 
need to be their best, from the evolving urban landscape on the 
outside, to a cosy home filled with natural light on the inside.

It’s House by name, but most definitely a home by nature.
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Space to breathe. 
Light and space.

Food, water and oxygen. These are the basic ingredients 
required to keep our bodies healthy. But our minds are a 
different matter all together, and in our experience one of 
the key ingredients for emotional wellness is light. And not 
the sort you get from a desk lamp or the glow from your 
mobile phone in bed – pure, natural light from that big  
old yellow thing in the sky.

It’s been proven by many people that natural light is essential 
for our wellbeing, so it’s always been central to our designs. 
Like Town House and Fab House, Mansion House has 
oversized windows. They help bathe each apartment in 
natural light from front to back, and, should you be requiring 
a little top up, you can step out onto your balcony and soak 
up the views as well (subject to usual UK weather terms  
and conditions).
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Ceiling height: 
2.35m

Diagram for illustration purposes only. Not to scale.

Windows: 
Minimal glass often used to save on costs

Door heights: 
2.1m

2.
35

m
2.

84
m

Average new build apartment vs Mansion House

Spot the difference. Mansion House is not your average apartment. The ceilings 
are higher, the windows are bigger and the doors are taller 
than your average UK home. You won’t just see the 
difference it makes, you’ll feel it too.

Good for the planet and your pocket.
Insulation.

We’ve always believed that good design shouldn’t just 
benefit the people living inside a house, it should help  
the world outside it as well. And there’s no better example 
of this than in the way we’ve insulated Mansion House.

Mansion House is unusual in that it uses CLT for the main 
structure and the finish, but this is also ideal for insulation, 
retaining heat in winter and letting the building breathe  
in summer. 

We’ve invested a huge amount of time in designing 
Mansion House to be as efficient as possible, with high 
quality insulation and meticulous production keeping the 
heat in your home and the money in your bank account. 

Average new build

Ceiling height: 
2.84m

Windows:
13m2 (largest window 2m x 2.4m)

Door heights:
2.4m

Mansion House
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Click click, chop chop. 
Technology.

It’s hard to keep up with technology these days. It feels like 
you’ve only just got the hang of one thing when something 
else comes out claiming to be smarter, smaller, faster or 
slicker. But we do like to keep ourselves close to the cutting 
edge at Urban Splash (without actually falling off) so go to 
great lengths to make our homes compatible with the latest 
gadgets and gizmos.

Mansion House comes with Smart technology, giving you 
wireless control of your heating, lighting and hot water from 
your smartphone or tablet. So if you’re on the bus and want 
a nice hot shower when you get home, or on the other side 
of the world and need to check if you left the lights on, you 
can sort it all with a couple of swipes and taps.

The roof on Mansion House is also fitted with photovoltaic 
panels, supplying power to all the communal areas lighting 
and entry systems. Good for the planet and good for your 
pocket too.

Hot water, heating 
and lighting are 
controlled by  
the LightwaveRF 
integrated system, 
which works 
seamlessly with 
most leading 
application 
providers*

*The Lightwave control system works with Alexa,  
Google Assistant and Apple Home Kit (gen 2 for Apple).
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We’ve searched the length and breadth of the country to find 
the perfect locations for Mansion House. Somewhere that 
combines urban living with suburban tranquillity; a place where 
you can get to work easily, but get away from it all as well.

So whether you want to cycle to work or stroll down the 
canal, grab a quick bite or a flat white, it’s all right here  
on your doorstep.

1.  Jersey Street 
Social Club,  
Ancoats, Manchester

2.  Cotton Field Park,  
New Islington, 
Manchester

3.  New Islington Marina, 
Manchester

4.  Pollen Bakery,  
New Islington, 
Manchester

5.  Ocean Bakery,  
Royal William Yard, 
Plymouth

6.  South Street Kitchen, 
Park Hill, Sheffield

7.  Lupo, Boat Shed, 
Salford

8.  Mother, Tea Factory, 
Liverpool

The world on  
your doorstep.

1.

2. 3.

5.

8.

6.

4. 7.
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We’ve all got a plan for life. Some might not realise it, some  
might not like to admit it, some might not be as clear and  
defined as others. But there’s definitely a plan in all of us,  
whether it’s for the end of the day, week, month or decade.

Our own plans for Mansion House are much simpler,  
and you can find them laid out on the following pages. 

Part 04 
Mansion House
Plan. 

The best of both worlds.
Creating communities.

We're called Urban Splash for a reason. Every Mansion 
House will be located in a new part of a great town or city, 
giving you access to all the best bits of urban living, right  
on your doorstep.

Of course, we’ve made sure all the usual facilities are  
there as well, with plenty of bike racks, bin storage, 
balconies and parking (at an additional cost).

The communal entry doors lead to a maximum of ten 
apartments. You can get to know your neighbours, meet  
for coffee, borrow an egg whisk, and feed their cat on a 
weekend. Or just give them a polite wave in the morning  
as you head off to work.

(Right) Ocean Bakery, 
Royal William Yard, 
Plymouth

(Below) New Islington 
Marina, Manchester
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The simple kitchen is for people who 
want to maximise their living space,  
it provides everything necessary  
but doesn’t dominate.

Simple Kitchen.  
+ 1 bedroom and 1 bathroom.
A one bedroom apartment with one bathroom 
with a shower over the bath with an integrated 
utility space. 

Simple Kitchen.  
+ 2 Bedrooms and shower room  
with separate WC.
A two bedroom apartment with one shower 
room with a basin and separate WC with  
basin and an integrated utility space. 

Simple Kitchen.  
+ 2 Bedrooms and shower over bath 
with separate WC.
A two bedroom apartment with one bathroom 
with a shower over the bath and separate  
basin, and a separate WC with an integrated 
utility space. 

Layouts 01 – 03. 
Simple Kitchen.
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The island kitchen provides a bit of 
extra space for those budding Nigels 
and Nigellas and the island doubles  
up as a dining area. 

Island Kitchen  
+ 1 bedroom and 1 bathroom.
A one bedroom apartment with one bathroom 
with a shower over the bath with an integrated 
utility space. 

Island Kitchen.  
+ 2 bedrooms and shower room  
with separate WC.
A two bedroom apartment with one shower 
room with a basin and separate WC with  
basin and an integrated utility space. 

Island Kitchen.  
+ 2 bedrooms and shower over bath 
with separate WC.
A two bedroom apartment with one bathroom 
with a shower over the bath and separate basin, 
and a separate WC with integrated utility space.

Layouts 04 – 06. 
Island Kitchen.
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The galley kitchen provides maximum 
storage and surface space for those 
who place the kitchen at the heart  
of the home.

Galley Kitchen.  
+ 1 bedroom and 1 bathroom.
A one bedroom apartment with one bathroom 
with a shower over the bath with an integrated 
utility space.

Galley Kitchen.  
+ 2 bedrooms and shower room  
with separate WC.
A two bedroom apartment with one shower 
room with a basin and separate WC with  
basin and an integrated utility space.

Galley Kitchen.  
+ 2 bedrooms and shower over bath 
with separate WC.
A two bedroom apartment with one bathroom 
with a shower over the bath and separate basin, 
and a separate WC with integrated utility space.

Layouts 07 – 09. 
Galley Kitchen.
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Warranty
 – Checkmate 10 year new home warranty

External walls
 – Cross Laminate Timber structure
 – Non combustible insulation - A1 rated to EN 13501-1
 –  Ceramic rainscreen cladding 
(estimated U Value 0.14 W/m2K)

Roof
 – Cross Laminate Timber structure
 –   Insulated and finished with single ply roof membrane  
(estimated U Value 0.1W/m2K)

Windows and external doors
 – Windows: Aluminium double glazed windows 
 – External doors: Aluminium double glazed doors

Bath/Shower Room
 – White ceramic sanitary ware
 – Shower over bath or shower tray
 – Chrome taps and fittings
 – Tiled walls in bath and shower area
 – Wall tiles
 – Floor tiles
 – Fitted towel rail
 – Mirror and storage cupboard

Kitchen
 – Handle-less units
 – Induction hob and slimline extractor
 – Integrated fridge and freezer
 – Integrated oven
 – Integrated dishwasher
 – Worktop and splash back
 – Chrome monobloc kitchen tap with stainless steel sink

Wall and Ceiling finishes
 – Painted MDF panelling to internal partitions
 –  Painted dry lining to ceiling in bathrooms and hall  
(+ skim)

 –  Exposed Cross Laminate Timber walls and ceiling to 
living, kitchen and sleeping areas (partition separating 
bedrooms will be lined but perimeter and party walls 
will be exposed)

Heating and hot water
 – Electric panel heating
 – 145 litre storage tank

Flooring
 –  Ceramic tiling throughout 

Lighting
 – LED/low energy lighting throughout

Controls
 –  Heating, hot water and lighting controlled 
by Lightwave RF integrated system

Media
 –  Broadband connection facilities and satellite points 
(usual customer subscriptions apply) 

Other services
 – Dedicated space for washing machine with plumbing

External
 – Site specific

While every care has been taken to make sure that this 
specification is as accurate as possible, it will vary from 
location to location. Please check with one of our sales 
representatives to satisfy yourself as to the exact 
specification of your Mansion House.

Specification.
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Disclaimer
Whilst these particulars are believed to be 
correct, their accuracy can not be guaranteed 
and there may be some variation to them.

Purchasers and tenants are given notice that:

1 – These particulars do not constitute any  
part of an offer or contract.

2 – All statements made in these particulars  
are made without responsibility on the part  
of the agents or the developer.

3 – None of the statements contained in these 
particulars are to be relied upon as statement  
or representation of fact.

4 – Any intended purchaser or tenant must 
satisfy him/herself by inspection or otherwise  
as to the correctness of each of the 
statements contained in these particulars.

5 – The developer does not make or give,  
nor any person in their employment has any 
authority to make or give any representation  
or warranty whatever in relation to House,  
or any part of it.

6 – The selling agents do not make or give,  
nor any person in their employment has any 
authority to make or give any representation  
or warranty whatever in relation to House  
or any part of it.

7 – Date of Publication September 2019.
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For your nearest show House   
and sales office visit:

housebyurbansplash.co.uk/contact


