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SAMSUNG DOMINATES MOBILE MARKET AS HANDSET RACE ENTERS FINAL PRE-

CHRISTMAS SPRINT  
 
• Samsung Galaxy S3 continues reign as UK’s most popular mobile after seven 

months in the top spot 

• Galaxy range proves most popular with consumers, enjoying five positions in the 

‘top ten’ 

• iPhone 5 overtaken by Apple’s older and less expensive handset, the 4S  

• LG Nexus 4 makes impressive new entry as 4th most popular phone. 
 

Samsung’s flagship handset, the Galaxy S3, continues to rank as Britain’s favourite 

smartphone after seven consecutive months at the top of the chart, according to the latest 

uSwitch.com Mobile Tracker[1], which is based on live searches, pre-orders and pay monthly 

sales. Supported by four other Galaxy handsets in the top ten, it looks as if Samsung could 

be walking away with the ‘most popular’ prize this Christmas, unless Apple’s iPhones or new 

entries like the LG Nexus 4 can fight off the stiff competition.  

 
Featuring the amazing Google Now, which learns your habits and uses GPS to provide 

personalised information like traffic updates when you leave for work or reminders about 

hotel reservations, and Google Search, which allows you to carry out web searches and 

open apps with voice commands, the month-old LG Nexus 4 is a terrific new contender in 

the race. The bargain price point when bought directly from Google has created a huge 

amount of interest resulting in its 4th position. It even includes the Android Beam technology 

loved by Samsung Galaxy fans, which lets you share photos, videos and contacts by simply 

tapping your handset to another enabled device.  

 
Perhaps most surprising has been the rise in popularity of the iPhone 4S in November, 

which has now overtaken the newer and much-trumpeted iPhone 5. With free handset deals 

from £26 per month, as opposed to the iPhone 5’s £36 per month, the 4S looks to be 

impressing customers with its comparative affordability, not to mention its impressive speed, 

eight megapixel camera and Siri voice control. But with many families hoping to delight their 

loved ones with the latest gadget this Christmas, and a huge retailer price battle on the 



horizon, it will be interesting to see if iPhone 5 sales increase throughout December.  

 
Released at the beginning of the month, the HTC One X+ is another exciting new entry on 

the smartphone scene, ready to impress One Series mobile fans with its extra features. And 

it really has got the lot: longer battery life, Google Now, and the handy Sightseeing mode for 

its eight megapixel camera, which bypasses the lock screen so you’ll never miss a shot 

again. Nevertheless HTC has a real challenge on its hands if it wants to see its latest 

handset rise up the ranks this month. With buzz often beating features when it comes to 

winning consumers’ hearts, we predict fewer HTC shaped boxes than Samsung or Apple 

ones under the tree this year.  

 
So for now it still looks like a one horse race, with Samsung enjoying five of the top ten 

positions, from the flagship S3 to the returning Galaxy Ace 2, which has scraped back into 

the top ten. But despite its dominance, November has not been without its disappointments 

for Samsung. The S2 has slipped, allowing Apple to hold two places in the top three, while 

the Galaxy Note 2 has fallen to 7th position, suggesting that the launch of new tablets on the 

scene, like iPad mini, has encroached on its space.  

 
Number one handset – the Samsung Galaxy S3 has retained its title as the UK’s most 

popular pay monthly handset, enjoying its 7th consecutive month in the top spot.  

 
New entries – the 4th in Google’s range of Nexus smartphones, the LG Nexus 4, is the 

highest new entry, joining the top ten in an impressive 5th place. The HTC One X+ is another 

new entry, straight in at number eight.  

 
Biggest losers – dropping three positions, the Sony Xperia U, Sony’s only offering in the 

top ten, is this month’s biggest loser, now perching precariously in 9th.  

  
Top Ten Handsets for November – correct on 30th November, 2012 

# Handset Powered by Movement 

1 Samsung Galaxy S 3 16GB Blue  Android No change 

2 Apple iPhone 4S 16GB Black iOS   Up two 

3 Apple iPhone 5 16GB Black  iOS No change 

4 Samsung Galaxy S2 Android    Down two 

5 LG Nexus 4  Android New entry 

6 Samsung Galaxy Ace  Android  Up one  

7 Samsung Galaxy Note 2 Android  Down one  

8 Sony Xperia U  Android   Down three  



9 HTC One X+ Android  New entry 

10 Samsung Galaxy Ace 2 Android   Up two 
Source: uSwitch.com 

 
Ernest Doku, telecoms expert at uSwitch.com, says: “The affordable price point has kept 

the Samsung Galaxy S3 at the top of the tree, but whether it will be at the top of the 

Christmas tree remains to be seen, as price drops for both the 4S and 5 have seen the 

iPhone quickly gaining ground. 

 
“And while the popularity of the XPERIA range might seem on the wane, the combination of 

the XPERIA T’s Bond-related campaign and affordable XPERIA U have seen them have 

greater longevity over HTC’s frequent, yet brief, appearances in the chart with One Series 

devices. 

 
“As for the Christmas number one, the Apple brand could well reign supreme and see the 

iPhone 4S take over in the final straight as the gift of choice for consumers, especially at 

these reduced price points. Eight months may well be just that month too long for the S3 to 

wear the mobile crown.” 

 
For more information visit www.uswitch.com or call 0800 093 0607 

-Ends- 
 
For further information please contact: 
Katherine Moss, uSwitch.com on 020 7802 2961 or katherine.moss@uswitch.com  
Jonny Stevens, Rhizome PR on 020 7851 4757 or jonny@rhizomepr.com 
 
Notes to Editors  
1. The uSwitch.com Mobile Tracker data is derived from Omio's (www.omio.com) network of comparison sites, 

which includes uSwitch.com and a number of leading consumer technology websites which total in excess of 
10 million monthly page views. The data is a result of an aggregation of all of the clicks and all of the sales 
from these partner sites. 

 
About us 
uSwitch.com is a free, impartial, online and telephone-based comparison and switching service, helping 
consumers compare prices on gas, electricity, water, heating cover, home telephone, broadband, digital 
television, mobile phones and personal finance products including mortgages, credit cards, current accounts and 
insurance. In 2010 uSwitch.com celebrated ten years of saving customers money.  
 
uSwitch.com is the first comparison website to achieve the Plain English Campaign’s Internet Crystal Mark, 
which is recognised as a standard that a website has clear language, is accessible and easy to use, and has 
been tested on a sample of its users.   
 
uSwitch.com is dedicated to helping consumers save money whether they have internet access or not. It offers a 
dedicated call centre, manned by uSwitch customer service representatives, as well as a freepost ‘Send us your 
bill’ service, whereby customers can post their latest energy bills with their telephone number to FREEPOST 
USWITCH, to get a free call back from a dedicated customer services representative. The service is also 
available via fax, email and post. Consumers should fax 0203 214 8417, email CustomerServices@uswitch.com	  
or write to Customer Services, uSwitch.com, Centro 3, 19 Mandela Street, London, NW1 0DU with their postcode 
and usage details. 
 
uSwitch.com is owned by Forward Internet Group Limited, a privately funded collection of internet-based 
businesses focused on consumer engagement and innovation. 


