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SAMSUNG GALAXY S II TOPS MOBILE CHART FOR TENTH MONTH, BUT POPULARITY 

IS FINALLY WANING DUE TO FRESH COMPETITION 
 
• Cut-price iPhone 3GS enjoys a second wind as retailers make way for new 

smartphones launched at Mobile World Congress 

• Samsung and Apple on equal footing, each with three handsets in top ten 

• Windows-powered Nokia Lumia 800 re-enters top ten, climbing six places as second 

model raises interest 

• Phone-tablet hybrid the Samsung Galaxy Note climbs seven spots to re-enter top ten 

• BlackBerry’s appearance in last month’s top ten list proves fleeting. 
 
The uSwitch.com Mobile Tracker[1], which ranks the UK’s most popular handsets based on live 

searches and sales, shows the iPhone 4S is still patiently awaiting its chance to steal the top 

spot from Samsung’s flagship smartphone, which is holding fast as the bestselling handset for a 

tenth consecutive month.  

 
However, Apple’s earlier generation phones, the iPhone 4 and iPhone 3GS, are still popular 

with fans opting for the iOS experience but with a wallet-friendly price tag attached. While the 

iPhone 4 has been firmly in the top ten since it launched last year, the 3GS made a surprise 

return in February due to competitively priced deals starting from £18.50 per month with a free 

handset.  

 
The Nokia Lumia 800, the manufacturer’s star handset and its first powered by Windows Phone, 

made a fleeting appearance in the top ten upon its launch in October last year, but failed to stick 

around. Now, with interest in Microsoft’s OS rising, it is back in the top ten, having climbed six 

places. Also scaling the chart this month is the super-stylish, Android-powered Samsung Galaxy 

Note. 

 
Number one handset – Samsung’s flagship Galaxy S II maintains its position as the nation’s 

number one phone for the tenth consecutive month, above Apple’s iPhone 4S. 

 

 

 



Biggest climber – the Samsung Galaxy Note, touted by the manufacturer as a phone-tablet 

hybrid, has an impressively large screen and no shortage of features. The Note has climbed 

seven places and returned to the top ten, having last made an appearance in December.  

 
Biggest losers – plenty of re-shuffling has seen several phones that featured in January’s chart 

disappear from the top ten altogether. These include the BlackBerry Curve 8520, the Samsung 

Galaxy Ace, the Samsung Galaxy Mini and the Samsung Galaxy S i9000. 

 
Top Ten Handsets for February – correct on 29th February, 2012 

# Handset Powered by Movement 

1 Samsung Galaxy S II Android No change 

2 Apple iPhone 4S (16GB) Apple iOS No change 

3 Samsung Galaxy Ace Android é Up 1 place 

4 HTC Wildfire S Android ê Down 1 place 

5 Apple iPhone 3GS 8GB Apple iOS New entry 

6 Apple iPhone 4 16GB  Apple iOS No change 

7 Sony Ericsson Arc S  Android No change 

8 Nokia Lumia 800 Windows Phone é Up 6 places 

9 Samsung Galaxy Note Android é Up 7 places 

10 HTC Desire S Android é Up 2 places 
         Source: uSwitch.com 
 

Ernest Doku, technology expert at uSwitch.com, says: “The smarphone market is in flux, 

and things are about to get really exciting. With the Mobile World Congress having enthused 

technophiles, networks and retailers are clearing shelves in anticipation of the raft of new 

handsets launched in Barcelona, and prices are dropping accordingly.  

 
“But whatever handsets manufacturers throw at the market, attractively-priced smartphones will 

continue to do well in the bestseller chart. Early adopters certainly boost sales but are not 

representative of the majority of mobile customers we see. Visitors to our sites seem keen to try 

out cutting edge mobile technology, but are willing to compromise on make and model to get a 

competitive deal.  

 
“The good news for Apple fans is that online retailers are taking deals on the iPhone 4S to the 

wire. Fierce competition is driving down prices, with re-sellers offering a free iPhone 4S 

handset, unlimited texts, 300 minutes and 500MB of data for as little as £30 per month[2]. 

 

 



“The enduring popularity of the Galaxy SII – fresh from a Best Smartphone win at the Global 

Mobile Awards – may well see it remain at the top until the arrival of a heavily rumoured sequel 

in the next couple of months. 

 
“Nokia’s Lumia 800 climbing back up the chart is not entirely surprising. Strong continued 

advertising and the arrival of the Lumia 710 at the beginning of February has stoked interest in 

both the brand and Windows Phone. The Lumia 800’s re-entry shows that consumers are 

receptive to the Windows Phone platform as a slick smartphone alternative, not to mention more 

aggressive pricing from networks, with the handset available for free from just £20 per month.  

 
“It is also interesting to note that overall consumer interest has dipped slightly for the mobile 

market in February, hardly surprising as all eyes are on the latest devices coming out of 

Barcelona. 

 
“As we move into March, a legion of new handsets are scheduled to arrive in stores in the 

coming weeks, with Sony’s XPERIA S leading the charge for a host of powerful and appealing 

smartphones from big names including LG, Nokia and HTC. It will certainly be interesting to see 

where the handsets eventually land in our Mobile Tracker, and whether the Galaxy S II’s reign 

at the top of the chart will finally be usurped by one of the many new challengers to the throne.”  

 
For more information visit www.uswitch.com or call 0800 093 0607 

-Ends- 
 
For further information please contact: 
Maja Hauke, uSwitch.com on 020 7802 2913 or maja.hauke@uswitch.com 
Jonny Stevens, Rhizome PR on 020 7851 4757 / 07977 119 579 or jonny@rhizomepr.com 
 
Notes to Editors  
 

1. The uSwitch.com Mobile Tracker data is derived from Omio's (www.omio.com) network of comparison sites, 
which includes uSwitch.com and a number of leading consumer technology websites which total in excess 
of 10 million monthly page views. The data is a result of an aggregation of all of the clicks and all of the 
sales from these partner sites. 

2. To view this deal: http://bit.ly/zWtPCP 
 
 
About uSwitch.com 
uSwitch.com is a free, impartial, online and telephone-based comparison and switching service, helping consumers 
compare prices on gas, electricity, water, heating cover, home telephone, broadband, digital television, mobile 
phones and personal finance products including mortgages, credit cards, current accounts and insurance. In 2010 
uSwitch.com celebrated ten years of saving customers money.  

 
uSwitch.com is the first comparison website to achieve the Plain English Campaign’s Internet Crystal Mark, which is 
recognised as a standard that a website has clear language, is accessible and easy to use, and has been tested on a 
sample of its users.   

 
 
 
 
 



uSwitch.com is dedicated to helping consumers save money whether they have internet access or not. It offers a 
dedicated call centre, manned by uSwitch customer service representatives, as well as a freepost ‘Send us your bill’ 
service, whereby customers can post their latest energy bills with their telephone number to FREEPOST USWITCH, 
to get a free call back from a dedicated customer services representative. The service is also available via fax, email 
and post. Consumers should fax 0203 214 8417, email CustomerServices@uswitch.com or write to Customer 
Services, uSwitch.com, Centro 3, 19 Mandela Street, London, NW1 0DU with their postcode and usage details. 

 
uSwitch.com is owned by Forward Internet Group Limited, a privately funded collection of internet-based businesses 
focused on consumer engagement and innovation. 
 
 


