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It is just a little early for all organisations to have been able to make firm plans 
for future events as we must all wait to see if the rules to prevent the spread 
of Covid 19 can be relaxed on schedule, however some plans are in hand, 
particularly the Needingworth Music Festival which the Village Hall committee 
hope to hold in August this year (see page 9), and the Well Dressing and 
Church Flower Festival are on schedule for June (see page 21).  The bowling 
green and tennis courts are available for play (see page 29). Things are be-
ginning to get back to closer to normal.  I have still missed out the ‘What’s On’ 
section as there is still some measure of uncertainty.  Now seemed a good 
time to look back over the period of the pandemic and Linda Birr-Pixton’s cen-
tre-pages article details how the village coped over the first half of the year; 
the second half to follow in the next issue.                                          Jennifer 
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WEBSITE:  back issues of the Villager Magazine can be found 
on the Villager website  
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JUST MOVED IN? 
 

Get your free ‘WELCOME PACK’  
from Holywell-cum-Needingworth  

 

Parish Council Tel:01480 468451  

 

or email:needingworthpc@btconnect.com  
with your address details. 

the Villager is Printed by 

Paul Clark Printing Ltd. 

members of the Carbon 

Capture Programme, a 

partnership set up by 

paper merchants and the 

Woodland Trust.  

 

Notice of Vacancy in office  
of Parish Councillor on the  

Holywell-cum-Needingworth  
Parish Council 

 
Notice is hereby given pursuant to section 87(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1972 that due to the resignation 
of Cllr C O’Reilly there is one vacancy on the Holywell-
cum-Needingworth Parish Council. 

If any member of the Parish would like to be considered 
for co-option please contact the Parish Clerk. 

 

Dated:19
th
 April 2021             Signed:            JBowd 

                     Parish Clerk 

Address: Needingworth Village Hall,  
    Overcote Lane  
    Needingworth  
    PE27 4TU  
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Parish Council Summary Report   
Due to the Covid-19 regulations all Parish Council meet-
ings continue to be held remotely via Zoom. Meetings  
remain open to members of the public and the link to join 
the meeting can be found at the top of the published  
agenda. 

The February meeting was attended by 11 Councillors 
during which the accounts for payment totalling £8201.84 
were approved and 3 Planning applications considered. 

The Clerk advised that the emergency powers permitting 
virtual meetings are due to end on 7

th
 May 2021. National 

Association of Local Councils are in negotiation with the 
Government to extend the emergency powers and are 
requesting Clerks to lobby their MP’s with their views on 
face to face meetings.  

The Clerk’s CIL report advised that a grant application had 
been made to HDC, as requested by the Parish Council, 
for additional funds for a Parish hub incorporating a Parish 
Office which District Councillor J Neish had earlier in the 
meeting announced had been successful. 

Cllr C Pearce queried whether the grant from HDC will be 
ring fenced for the project put forward which Cllr Neish 
confirmed. 

A full and comprehensive review of Parish Council policies 
took place with 29 being approved unchanged and 7 
adopted with amendments. It was resolved that the fees 
for the hire of Millfields for 2021/22 remain at the current 
rate. 

Also due to the pandemic restrictions on use of sporting 
facilities the fees for 2020/21 season were waived for 
Needingworth Colts and Needingworth FC and that  
Needingworth FC only be charged for the use of the  
floodlights for the 6 matches played was approved. The 
fees paid by Needingworth Cricket Club for the 2020/21 
season which was also severely affected by the corona-
virus restrictions were approved for refund at the March 
Planning & Finance Committee meeting. 

Coronavirus matters were again discussed at the March 
meeting with the forthcoming end of emergency meeting 
powers on 7

th
 May 2021. 

The Clerk advised that any decision to extend the powers 
was likely to be last minute and Councils have been  
advised to plan for a return to face to face meetings. First 
meetings it will affect is: committees on 18

th
 May 2021 and 

Full Council on 1
st
 June 2021. The Chairman suggested to 

review this at the May meeting. 

Members of Council were provided with the government 
guidelines for the pandemic with effect from 12

th
 April and 

were reminded that the rule of 6 or 2 households applies 
until at least 29

th
 June 2021. 

The accounts for payment totalling £7613.43 were  
approved. 

The opening deposit of £50k into 2-year fixed bond with 
Cambridgeshire & Counties bank was approved. 

4 planning applications were considered. 

 

A working party comprising of Cllr J Neish, Cllr A Whyte 
and the Clerk was set up to meet with a representative 
from David Wilson Homes quarterly to review the progress 
on the site located on Bluntisham Road. The working party 
will report back any information to full Council. 

At the end of the meeting a resolution was passed to close 
the remainder of the meeting to the public due to the Con-
fidential nature of the business to be discussed as the in-
formation may jeopardise any tendering process for the 
Stage extension and/or Parish Hub in the future. 

It was resolved that the Parish Council proceed to tender 
stage with the stand-alone option for the Parish hub  
incorporating a Parish Office in the tennis court car park. 

The Clerk was asked to write to Village Hall Trust advising 
that they need to continue to work on a proposal for a 
stage extension. As the Parish Council are custodian  
trustees the plans once ready must be submitted to Coun-
cil for approval and that the Parish Council will consider an 
application for CIL funding towards the stage extension 
project subject to the Village Hall Trust securing further 
grants from alternative sources. 

The Parish Council wish to make it clear that if the project 
goes ahead that no CIL funds from Morrison’s develop-
ment are being used for the Parish Hub/office project. 
(please see separate report on CIL funding) 

The April meeting opened with members being advised of 
the resignation of Councillor Colin O’Reilly. Members 
asked the Clerk to write to Mr O’Reilly thanking him for his 
work whilst on the Council. The notice of Co-Option has 
been published, a copy of which is later in the magazine. 

Accounts for payment totalling £26,569.53 were approved. 

It was agreed to purchase a “Tommy” statue for VE Day 
2021 which is to be sited on the hill near the Village sign 
on the appointed day. 

Following requests from parents Members approved the 
purchase of a pergola to provide shade in the under 12’s 
children’s play area.  

A request from a business to operate a mobile pizza sale 
from the village hall car park was supported on a trial  
basis. It is hoped that a date in May can be agreed for the 
first visit. 

Cllr S Mortlock advised members that she will be standing 
down as Chair at the May meeting as her circumstances 
have changed and she is unable to commit the required 
time to the role. She commented that she had enjoyed her 
time as Chair and looked forward to continuing to support 
the Council in her role as Councillor. 

The official record of all meetings are the 
minutes which are available on the Parish  
Council website  

  www.holywell-cum-needingworthpc.org.uk 
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  PA R I S H  C O U N C I L                      

RAPID COVID TESTS 

Residents in Cambridgeshire are being urged to get 
twice-weekly rapid Covid tests.   

The move is an important step forward to meet the aims 
of the national roadmap, allowing everyone to move 
safely out of lockdown.    

Twice-weekly rapid testing is a vital tool in identifying 
cases of Covid-19 that would otherwise be missed. With 
1 in 3 people with coronavirus showing no symptoms 
and potentially spreading it without knowing, rapid test-
ing helps to identify positive cases quickly, preventing 
the spread of infection.    

There are several ways you can access rapid testing. 
You can take a test at one of the rapid testing sites  
locally. Your employer may be offering testing in the 
workplace.     

You can also collect tests to complete at home or order 
tests to be delivered to your home. Secondary school 
pupils are also being asked to take a twice-weekly test.    

You can find out more about all of these options 
at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/rapidtesting    

Dr Liz Robin, director of public health for Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough, said: “Getting into the habit of twice-
weekly testing as part of our everyday lives will help us 
all to keep each other safe. Alongside the ongoing  
vaccine rollout, it will help us to move forward with the 
roadmap out of lockdown.”  

From: Communications team at Cambridgeshire 
County Council  

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) update. 

As residents you are aware from previous letters and 
publications that the Parish Council received a substantial 
amount of CIL money, £103771.83 from the development 
of the Morrisons supermarket on 24

th
 April 2018. A further 

sum of £1058.08 was received on 22
nd

 October 2018. 
Added to this CIL money of £2452.80 relating to a devel-
opment in Townsend Road was received in 2019 bringing 
the total CIL funds currently received to £107282.71. 

These funds must be spent within guidelines issued by 
Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) and an annual 
return is completed to HDC advising of how the Parish 
have allocated the funds. 

To date the Parish Council has spent money on the  
following projects: 

Contribution to Local Highways Improvement BID for the 
footpath between Millfields car park and the cemetery on 
Mill Way £11612.39 

Painting of the under 12’s play equipment Overcote lane 
playing field £6108.00 

Outdoor gym equipment £4892.47 

No footpath sign Overcote Lane £350.00 

Trees for playing field Overcote Lane £186.88 

New CCTV system Overcote lane playing field & car 
parks £7233.80                   

Council have also approved the purchase of a new piece 
of play equipment known as a Spacenet which will be 
installed in the Overcote lane playing field subject to the 
relevant planning approval being given by HDC. The cost 
of the Spacenet is £23039.04 

A pergola for the under 12’s play area will also be  
installed cost £3003.95           

The remaining sum £50856.18 will be used for other com-
munity projects but the Parish Council wish it to be made 
perfectly clear that none of these funds will be used for 
the Parish Hub/Office should the project go ahead.   

Holywell-cum-Needingworth Parish Council 

New village Gas Governor:  

Overcote playing field car park. 

 

Those of you who have been taking the opportunity to 
walk around the village in the recent fabulous weather 
may well have noticed the arrival of the above structure in 
the village hall car park. 

Just over 12 months ago Cadent Gas approached the 
Parish Council to ask if they could install a replacement 
gas governor for the village in the car park as the existing 
governor in the wall at the top of Willow Green was to be 
decommissioned. After a protracted legal delay this has 
finally been installed and is expected to serve the village 
for the next 40 years. 

The Great British Spring Clean 
will be back this year! 

 
Depending on the Coronavirus restrictions in place the 
Parish Council have booked to participate in the 2021 
Great British Spring Clean on Friday 11

th
 June. Please 

meet at the village hall car park at 10am, all equipment 
will be provided. 
As the Government guidelines are subject to change at 
short notice please monitor the Parish Council Facebook 
page for any changes to the proposal. If you do not have 
Facebook please contact the office week commencing 7

th
 

June to confirm that the event is still taking place. 
Holywell-cum-Needingworth Parish Council  
Tel: 01480 468451.  
Email: needingworthpc@btconnect.com 
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HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh  
10 June 1921 - 9th April 2021. 

On behalf of the Parish Holywell-cum-Needingworth Parish Council ex-
pressed their deepest condolences to Her Majesty the Queen, members of 
the Royal Family and the extended members of the Royal Household on the 
death of His Royal Highness Prince Philip the Duke of Edinburgh.  

He had dedicated his life to serving the 
nation supporting the Queen since her 
Accession in 1952. He has been Patron, 
President or member of over 750 organi-
sations. 

The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr 
S Morlock laid a floral tribute in his 
memory supported by 7 members of the Council at the war memorial on 9

th
 April 

2021, the flowers remained in place during the 8 day period of mourning. 

 

Overcote Playing Field update 

To further enhance the playing fields and make it more attractive as a 
place for all to visit the Parish Council have started to develop the site 
with the planting of six flowering trees in the area adjacent to the tennis 
courts. The picture shows Cllr Whyte and Mr Dave Martin planting the 
first tree in March.  

The site will be further improved by the donation of funding for two  
benches and an American gum tree from Holywell-cum-Needingworth 
WI in commemoration of their 100-year anniversary -                                            
Please see the WI report. 

The Parish Council are delighted to further announce that it was  
resolved to install a space net on Overcote playing field subject to  
successful planning permission. This will be a welcome addition for  

older chidren to the existing facilities offered at the 
playing field. 

There have been several requests to the Parish  
Council to offer an area of shade within the under 
12’s play area. In response to these requests the 
Parish Council have resolved to install a wooden 
pergola over the picnic tables within the play area. 
We hope that both the Space net and the pergola 
will be installed in the near future. 

Holywell-cum-Needingworth Parish Council 

Parish Hub incorporating a Parish Office update. 

Following a successful grant application to HDC for funding of £49,500.00 the Parish 
Council have resolved to take the proposed project forward to the tendering stage. The 
final decision on this project will be taken once actual costs are known.          

The Parish Council have resolved not to 
use the Morrisons CIL funding for this 
project. The remaining balance will be 
taken from allocated reserves.  

The Village Hall Trust have been asked 
to continue investigating the feasibility 
of a stage extension to the Village Hall. 
As custodian trustees the Parish Coun-
cil will consider a request from the Vil-
lage Hall Trust for grant funding upon 
receipt of a viable proposal. 

Holywell-cum-Needingworth Parish Council Proposed front elevation 

Proposed floor plan 
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We are excited to  
announce our  

reopening  
of Chatters at 9am on  
Thursday 3

rd
 June.   

 

This will be for takeaway 
only with some seating 
outside to start with.  There 
will be a limited menu for 
now but we will still have 
our tasty homemade cakes 
and some lovely sausage 
rolls for you.  Hopefully the 
sun will shine as we will 
also have some delicious 
ice creams and ice  
lollies.  Why not have a 
little picnic on the grassy 
area with some 
friends?  We are looking 
forward to seeing you all 
again after such a long 
time xx                Rebecca  

Village Hall Report  

Welcome back!  We are so happy your Village Hall is open 
again!  Several smaller groups have started already and 
we are looking forward to the Clubs and Societies with 
more members being able to meet again.  Since January 
we have used the hall only for NHS Training Days. 

Quiz Nite 

We have planned a date for our Quiz night, subject to 
Government guidelines of course.  The date is Saturday 
27th November.  Roger Beaman has agreed to be our 
Quizmaster, it should be as great an occasion as always.  
Please put the date in your diaries. 

Music Festival 

Our 25
th
 Music Festival has been planned for 21/22 Au-

gust this year.  It may be a little simpler than usual, but 
please look on our website and Facebook for all the de-
tails. 

Extension for Staging 

This is well underway now; the plans have been drawn up 
and we are in the process of getting quotes from builders.  

We shall then have to find grant funding for the project. It 
will be a great asset for the village.  No more of having to 
erect a stage before a function, we know that many groups 
will benefit from this. 

Trustees 

We are still looking for more trustees, particularly to help 
(very occasionally) with the functions and also to keep the 
hall in a good state for the hirers. 

If you have any thoughts about the Village Hall, please 
contact me. Everyone is welcome to join us in fund raising, 
especially at the Festival. 

Margaret Fountain, Treasurer 
Village Hall Management Committee 
Tel: 01480 496636 
Email: mfountain18@hotmail.co.uk 

Our websites are: needingworthvillagehall.com 
   needingworthmusicfestival.com 
Facebook:  Needingworth music festival 

Dates for your Diary: 
Music Festival: Weekend of 21/22 August 2021 
Quiz:   Saturday 27

th
 November 2021 

Hello Music Lovers!   

We've missed you.... 

As you can imagine, we're desperate to bring NFEST back for the Summer of 2021. 
We have a new weekend in mind (21-22 August) and we are still planning to bring 
you our 25th Anniversary Special, featuring some of our best-loved and well-known 
acts from down the years. 

But it's by no means a done deal, so please head to our Facebook page or to  
www.needingworthmusicfestival.com to keep up to date on all the news. 

And finally, we will need some additional help across the weekend. If we asked, 
would you be willing to volunteer some time to help make the Festival happen?!  

You can contact the NFEST Team through Facebook Messenger  
or info@needingworthmusicfestival.com. 
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Need an Electrician ? 

 

Your local domestic Electrician.                                
Part P qualified,  

efficient, friendly service 
 

No job too small, all work warranted. 
 

For free quotation, 
Contact John on 0781 41 63880  

or email: johnw.electrical@gmail.com 

 

HANDYMAN SERVICES 
JANOS KADAR 

• Building Maintenance 
• Painting & Decorating 

• Garden fences and gates supplying/repairing 
• Deck, Patio and Gutter supplying/repairing/  

cleaning 
• Turfing and more… 

Tel: 07565703902  

Email: jkadar77@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Television Mobile Service 
 

Tuning & Demonstration of equipment  
for digital freeview 

 

Repairs to LCD or LED TV & DVD 

 

Digital, Loft or External  
Aerials fitted to lounge, kitchen, bedrooms. 

 

30 years local experience 
 

Call John Fabisz  
for estimate  

07887 887319 
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 C LU B S  &  S O C I E T I E S  

WI 

Over the past few months we have continued to try and 
maintain contact with each other, via all the usual  
methods plus In March we held our first Zoom meeting, 
our speaker was Jane Barnes, who gave us an entertain-
ing talk – ‘Tales from a Dairy Farmers Wife’, we followed 
this up in February with speaker Hilary Strong, giving us 
an insight into her life from ‘A Dresser in the theatre – to  
running training courses on the Theatre. For May we 
have Neil Callan telling us how he and his wife built their 
beautiful ‘Fen Garden’ just outside Somersham. We also 
plan, if it is safe to do so, for some of us to visit the  
garden in May. 

As not all of our members are able to join Zoom meet-
ings, we have delivered a little something to every  
member each month, together with a newsletter to keep  
everyone involved. In March the envelope included a fact 
sheet on ‘Hands’ an emery board, hand cream and a quiz 
on the county of Cambridgeshire, in April, to celebrate 
Easter, a nest of chocolate eggs, and a Rabbit head 
keyring, together with a quiz based on Spring, and in May 
a Geranium in a jazzed up pot, and a sheet of interesting 
Riddles. Each month we also include a raffle. 

Thank you to members 
who took up the  
challenge to welcome in 
Spring, by making lovely 
spring flower wreaths for 
their front doors or  
windows. 

To commemorate our 
Centenary this year, we 
have made a donation to 
the Parish Council, 
which will be used to 
provide 2 benches and a 
beautiful American Gum 
Tree, these will be locat-
ed on the area of green 
by the Village Hall.  The 
benches and tree should 
be installed sometime in 
June, and we are hoping 
to hold an open air cele-
bration for our members, 
if it deemed safe to do 
so, in July, when they 
will be able to make use 
of the benches and see 
the tree. Thank you to 
the Parish Council for 
their support with this 
project, which we hope 
will be enjoyed by every-
one in the village. 

During this difficult time, 
our members have re-
mained committed to the 
WI, and ensured that we 

will continue in the village. As always if you would be  
interested in finding our more, please do not hesitate to 
contact us. 

Jackie Norris, President, 01480465997 
jackienorris@btinternet.com 

Starting to Bloom! 

Along with all the other organi-
sations in the village, the Gar-
dening Club is slowly thinking 
about coming out of our en-
forced hibernation and starting 
our activities running again. 

Our intention is to have our 
first monthly meeting on 14

th
 

September and we have a 
couple of other social occa-
sions for our members 
planned for the summer as 
well. 

It is an interesting challenge for all our daily lives, as well 
as for the club, to address the way out of the lockdown  
restrictions. As our meetings can have up to 100 people 
attending, we have to really think about how we organise 
ourselves although we cannot be quite sure what the 
“accepted norm” will be in September as there is so much 
to unravel.  Will we need to socially distance or all wear 
masks?  Will restrictions be optional or imposed? 

I am sure it will all become 
clear over the next few 
months such that we can relax 
and look forward to all our 
members getting together 
again. 

We do have some things to 
look forward to including a 
“Boot Out Covid” competition 
which entails growing a plant 
in an article of footwear which 
should produce some  
amusing entries.  

The “Spud in a Bucket”  
competition has proved very 
popular and will create a fun 
evening at the end of August/ early September.  

Both of these events will be held outside so there is less 
concern around these. 

It is exciting to be thinking about the more positive aspects 
of the club and be planning for the future when we have 
had so little activity in the past year. 

The year will be all the more different with no Plant Sale or 
Annual Village Show. The latter takes a great deal of  
organisation and although it is not usually held until the first 
Saturday in August, we felt 
that it was too risky to commit 
to running the Show when 
there is so much uncertainty 
about large gatherings. 

I wish us all a sunny and  
relaxing summer with  
occasional rain at night to  
water the gardens! 

Grant Williamson 
Chairman  
Holywell-cum-Needingworth  
Gardening Club 
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Bryan Mutter 

TREE SURGEON 
 

Fully Insured 

N.P.T.C. Qualified 

Emergencies 

Felling 

Reducing 

Stump Removal 

Hedge Trimming 

All Garden Maintenance 
 

21 Harris Crescent, Needingworth 
 

TELEPHONE: 464 526 
MOBILE: 0785 427 4983 

 
www.bryanmuttertreeworkhuntingdon.co.uk 

 

 Obedience & 
Agility Dog 

Training Classes 

Companion dog training classes for 
puppies, beginners and improvers 

BIPDT qualified instructor 

Blackers Hill Farm 
Lowndes Drove 

Needingworth, Cambs PE27 4NE 

Contact: Martin 07875 245596 or 
ccag2014@gmail .com 

Check our website: www.ccag.org.uk 

 

We are a member of the Institute of Carpenters and also the 
Guild of Master Craftsmen with over twenty years experience 
 

Visit our website for more information - www.ddbhomesolutions.co.uk 
For an informal discussion or quote please contact Darren or Jo Turnbull 
Tel: 01480 495984, or email us at Darren@ddbhomesolutions.co.uk 

• Carpentry and Joinery  
• Plumbing  

• Electrical installation—Part P registered  
• Floor and wall tiling  

• Less-abled Bathrooms and Wet Rooms  

We are a company based in Needingworth specialising 
in kitchen and bathroom installations and we can also 
supply  the  following services: 

http://www.ddbhomesolutions.co.uk/
mailto:Darren@ddbhomesolutions.co.uk
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DANCE CLUB 
 

in normal times 
Every Wednesday  

2 - 4 pm 
 

 and one Saturday Evening 

 

per month 

WITH BUFFET 
 
 

CONTACT 
Rose 01480 466487 

 
Hope to be able to resume 

soon 

 

“Bridge Bunch” 
 

We normally meet on a Friday 
afternoon from 2 pm - 5 pm at my 
house in the Furlongs.  We will 
resume meetings when it is safe 
to do so. 
We play the Benjii Accol system; 
we are a small friendly group and 
would welcome some new mem-
bers.  
For more information call  

Hannah Dickinson  
01480 460132 

 

Scribblers Writing Group  
normally hold meetings monthly 
at Needingworth Village Hall, 
plus they have a lively poetry 
group.  
 

For current activities please ring 
Helen on 01487 843437 or Joan 
on 01840 463966. 

 
 C LU B S  &  S O C I E T I E S  

 

OVER 60s 

The Over 60s club  

normally meet on the 1st 
Tuesday of each month 

from 2pm to 4pm 

Meetings will recommence 
when it is safe to do so 

Contact  

Rose: 01480 466487 

or Joan: 01480 497892 

As the lockdown forbade mixing we held our AGM on Zoom. The present 
committee members agreed to stand for a further year. Nothing has been  
decided yet about future meetings it all depends on the rules. I am including  
a drink that could be served at BBQ`s. It is called  Zip Along. 
 

Serves 12. 
2-3 dessertspoons of sugar. 
Strained juice of 3 oranges. 
1 bottle vintage cider. 
soda water 
Dissolve sugar in the strained orange juice in a punch bowl. Stir in the cider . 
Just before serving sir in an equal of amount of soda water. Enjoy. 
 

Pat Britton 

The group hopes to meet together in June to plan when we can meet in larger 
groups again!  One idea we have had is a tour of St John the Baptist church 
down at Holywell on Monday 9

th
 August, meeting at the church at 7pm and 

possibly moving on to the Old Ferryboat afterwards!  It does depend on the 
how the COVID situation is after June 21

st
.  

Please contact Sally Beaman or Cherryl Frost for updates nearer the time 

Sally - Email: rsde.beaman@btinternet.com; Tel: 462379 

Cherryl – Email: cherryl.frost@hotmail.co.uk  

Or visit our website www.hcnhistory.org.uk  

Gardening Joke 
Beryl and Doris were talking one day. “My husband asked me to buy organic 
vegetables from the market garden,” said Beryl. 
“So were you able to find some?” Doris asked. 
“Well when I got to the market, I asked the gardener, ‘These vegetables are 
for my husband. Have they been sprayed with any poisonous chemicals?' 
The gardener answered: ‘No, you’ll have to do that yourself.'” 
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AFTER COVID 
 

At last there is hope and light ahead 
   That the world will soon be a better place, 
   Where families meet, greet and hug once again. 

 

We have obeyed the rules, our bubbles have burst, 
   We can plan grand celebrations 
   And have face to face conversations 
   And coffee mornings held throughout the nation. 

 

We have ditched our masks; 
   Wearing them was such a pain, 
   They often made me curse and swear, 
   (I hope the vicar didn't hear). 

 

We must still obey the rules and follow the map 
   And hope there will be no diversions 
   As we travel on with care 
   And proceed with optimism and caution. 

 

I've tried to convey the situation 
   Of hope and expectation; 
   Do my thoughts resonate 
   With the rest of the nation? 
 

 © Rosemary Emmett  Scribblers Writing Group 

‘Ask not what your Villager can do for you, ask 
what you can do for your Villager’! 

(With apologies to J.F.K.) 

The Villager is now 30 years old and has won many 
awards in that time. It provides a village-wide source of 
news and information; aims to be inclusive for everyone 

in the village; is greatly admired for its highly  
professional production; and pays for itself. 

But where will it be in another 10, 20 or even 30 
years from now? 

We have a growing village. We have changing tastes. 
We have new ways of getting information to the village. 

We have new families and individuals making  
Holywell-cum-Needingworth their home. 

Can you help steer The Villager through the coming 
years so that it remains relevant to everyone’s needs, 

while meeting the new challenges of a growing village? 

To meet this challenge, we would like to appoint a vol-
unteer to head up the marketing of The Villager. Work-
ing with the Editor and the Treasurer you will help to: 

- define how The Villager can adapt to meet the de-
mands of our community.  

- seek new ways of making the content relevant to all 
aspects of village life.  

- secure the financial future of The Villager through 
growing our advertising revenue. 

Interested and want to know more? Contact Roger to 
discuss how you could shape the future of The Villager. 

Email rsde.beaman@btinternet.com 

Tel. 01480 462379 

Keep on smiling 

Everyone please be careful because people are going cra-
zy from being locked down at home.  I was just talking 
about this with the microwave and the toaster while drink-
ing my Pepsi and we all agreed that things were getting 
bad.  I didn’t mention any of this to the washing machine 
because she puts a different spin on everything. 

Certainly couldn’t share it with the fridge because he’s 
been acting cold and distant.  In the end the iron straight-
ened me out, she said the situation isn’t all that pressing 
and all wrinkles will soon iron out. 

The vacuum however was very unsympathetic, told me to 
just suck it up!  But the fan was very optimistic and gave 
me hope that it would soon blow over. 

The toilet looked a bit flushed and didn’t say anything 
when I asked its opinion.  However the front door said I 
was becoming unhinged and the door knob told me get a 
grip.  You can guess what the curtains told me to do, yes 
they told me to pull myself together. !!!!!  We will survive. 

Anon 

Wanted: your views on health and care  

What do you think about the health and care services 
you use? Good or bad, your views are wanted by 
Healthwatch. 

Healthwatch is the independent champion for health and 
care in Cambridgeshire. And it listens to local people and 
shares their experiences to help improve NHS and care 
services. 

The kinds of things you can tell us about... 

• Covid vaccinations - how did it go? 

• Who's doing a great job? Your local dentist, pharma-
cist or district nurse? 

• Visits to the GP - are video consultations working 
well or are you struggling to see your local doctor? 

• Hospital waiting lists - we know many people are 
waiting for treatment and procedures. Tell us what would 
help you while you wait. 

• Home care services 

• Care homes 

• Using the NHS 111 First service 

Get in touch -  Give your feedback at  
https://www.healthwatchcambridgeshire.co.uk/share-your
-views     

Not online?  You can also call 0330 355 1285  
                    or text: 0752 0635 176. 

about:blank
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This article is a contribution to the  
village record of the first four months  
of the pandemic.  

Linda Birr-Pixton,  
December 2019-April 2020 

Like many other villagers, I watched the 
unfolding crisis in Wuhan in December and 
saw the increasing infection of the Covid-
19 virus as it gathered pace.  

Locally people spoke about food supply, 
health safety, and the protection of the vul-
nerable and elderly.  Just how infectious 
and deadly was this virus? 

February 2020 
Local services including other voluntary 
and charitable organisations, accessed at a 
distance and taking a long time to respond 
and local face to face care support being 
dismantled.  Local services needed time to 
operate safely. We as volunteers could 
help them by helping ourselves. I pulled 
together a plan to set up a village wide 
support group that depended upon resident 
support. It would need to be reliable, in-
cluding for those without a smart phone, or 
access to the internet.  

We would “do what we can, when we can 
and with what we have got.”  We would 
provide a safe framework of volunteer sup-
port that connected to other formal support, 
which could be scaled up and down as 
needed as the services and support struc-
tures developed to cope with the pandemic. 

March 2020 
What a busy month March 2020 was!
Now working every day as the first lock-
down came nearer. Another resident, 
Claire Martin started a dedicated Face-
book page for villagers to connect with 
each other on the 15th March 2020. 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/575337676661203 

 

I put up a post asking for street volunteers 
and more than seventy residents respond-
ed in the first three days; we agreed ‘modis 
operandi’; such a range of skills, talent and 
support were offered!  People had started 
volunteering in their own roads in the  
village already and joined in with the group. 
Thirty more people added themselves soon 
after, doing various jobs already such as 
shopping, collection of prescriptions, phone 
buddy and general checking. 

The Holywell support group joined with us 
too and connecting the two village network 
was complete.  

        Better together, not alone. 
We used the Facebook page as our com-
munication. We pulled together the policies 
for the volunteers and produced guidelines. 

We joined the now 4000+ strong locally 
based volunteer groups across the UK and 
the rest of the world and became a hub for 
community support in our village. 
           https://covidmutualaid.org/ 

Days before the first lockdown we had a 
good network of street volunteers willing to 
drop leaflets, check on their neighbours 
and help them out with shopping and pre-
scription collection; and a communication 
route by phone, standing outside homes 
socially distanced and through our Face-
book page. We had a whole team - all vol-
unteers, absolutely up for supporting the 
villages as best they could. I can only de-
scribe the feeling between us, as hope and 
relief. From the first post on the Facebook 
page to this moment, it took just seven 
days.  

First lockdown (26th March 2020) - most 
local face-to-face services had been with-
drawn and home-based care was virtually 
non-existent. The elderly and vulnerable 
were placed into ‘shielding’ conditions and 
food supply was tenuous. We took on the 
function of registering most of them for the 
government ‘Food Boxes”. Some were 
hard of hearing, all scared and so happy to 
be helped and supported. Volunteers sat 
for hours on phones gathering the right 
information carefully and registering them.  

Ruth Poulton –now known for her valuable 
‘Daily bread’ posts on the Facebook page: 

“Little did I realise while basking in the sun 
in Madeira February 2020, I would return to 
the country going into lockdown due to the 
pandemic. I’m sure we all thought it would 
only be a matter of weeks - it was spring 
and the sun was shining. Being on the  
village support web page, I soon realised 
everyone was panic buying. We were not 
allowed to go anywhere and it was obvious 
the village shop was struggling to keep up, 
with the main supply of basics, bread and 
milk. It made sense as I live opposite the 
shop to send out a message when fresh 
supplies arrived.” 

Online delivery slots were difficult to get 
even if you were registered as vulnerable 
and housebound.  The villagers donated 
food items which enabled us to distribute 

food and household items discreetly and as 
needed. People were very generous and 
we made sure the local food banks benefit-
ed via Chris Newlove. 

This was the period of the ‘Great Loo Roll 
Hoard’ where people bought so many that 
the supermarkets ran out. Luckily the land-
lord from the FerryBoat stepped into the 
breach here.  

It was also the time you couldn’t get flour, I 
am sure many remember that. Debbs Wain 
stepped in and got that sorted out.  It was 
the “you can’t? I can!” that worked so well 
between us.  

Debbs Wain started The Village Pantry and 
her story is recorded here in The Villager. 

Kirstie Latta in her own story reminds us 
that “The Village Pantry made a huge dif-
ference to our lives as we knew if we could-
n't get a supermarket slot (oh those nights 
of checking the various supermarkets at 
midnight, 1am, 2am etc to try and get a 
slot!) we wouldn't go without. “ 

I contacted the Parish Council during the 
first week of lockdown who provided us 
with durable name badges for the volun-
teers to replace our sticky label ones as our 
means of identification.  They provided 
ongoing printing support for a councillor 
who was also a street volunteer and a box 
of printer paper and envelopes for some of 
the volunteers.  I asked about financial 
support for those who were not eligible for 
the upcoming business grants but as yet 
nothing was in the pipeline.  

It’s still March 2020….. but now it’s 
Lockdown. (26th March) 
In the light of wholesale face to face ser-
vice withdrawal for the elderly, I pulled to-
gether the small group of six people now 
known as Guardian Angels in the corona 
virus support group. They worked closely 
with Kate Carpenter and the Good Neigh-
bours group in the village so we had a 
rounded support. 

Katrina Edney, one of the G.A’s : 
“I'm an experienced private carer in the 
community and look after a number of pa-
tients with complex medical conditions. 
When the first lockdown happened in 2020, 
I was quite worried how people would cope 
if their carers or family suddenly became ill 
with the virus. After I reviewed a note from 
my local Street Volunteer, I contacted Lin-
da the group co-ordinator to offer my help. I 
helped register the village elderly and ex-
tremely vulnerable for both the Government 
and District Council. Food boxes.  I already 
used full PPE protection with my patients, 
so I was able to safely visit village residents 
where the District Nurses and GPS were 
unable to go. There were a number of 
times where face to face visits in the home 
were the only way to see if people needed 
help including highlighting medical prob-
lems with a GP and arranging emergency 
meals for a few months with the Domestic 
Goddesses team. And in one instance dis-
covering that a freezer had stopped work-
ing. Luckily working with Linda and the 
other GAs we were able to replace it, and 
longer term to put care in. I'm very glad to 
have been able to work as part of such a 
great team of volunteers.” 

 

 Angels, Goddesses and Volunteers: Living with the Covid -19 Pandemic 
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 Angels, Goddesses and Volunteers: Living with the Covid -19 Pandemic 

A key link in the chain of communication 
was to put in two further sets of relation-
ships using existing services but opening 
new channels directly with the residents.  

One relationship was with the emergency 
social care team so that families and 
friends and Kate Carpenter (Good Neigh-
bours) could speak directly to them. I acted 
as a conduit for this work as I have experi-
ence of doing this type of work safely. We 
could seek immediate advice and if needed 
help. It has literally been a life saver. 

The second relationship was with the local 
commissioning group so that logistical is-
sues such as delivery of prescriptions were 
addressed. Margi Fosh, a street volunteer 
and a member of the patient forum is the 
conduit for the group. She continues to 
provide that role today 

 April 2020 

The Government ‘Food Boxes were hit and 
miss in delivery to start with. The Street 
Volunteers backfilled the gap by providing 
meals for their neighbours, shopping and 
checking they had enough to eat. The Hun-
tingdonshire Community Hub began deliv-
ering food boxes to the vulnerable group in 
the middle of April. This was a real help in 
basic food supply. Cambridgeshire County 
Council made provision for all the local 
Covid-19 voluntary groups to have an 
online presence on their website.   

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
directory?query=Holywell-cum-
Needingworth&postcode=&f.Category+%
2F+Subject%7Csubjects=Covid-19 

The volunteers built a phone buddy system 
for larger roads and a couple created small 
WhatsApp groups for their road. The first 
lockdown was a difficult and peculiar time 
for all the villagers. People walked by and 
said hello to everyone as they avoided be-
ing near them and swerved around each 
other. Unsettling! 

It was also a time when people in the villag-
es became very aware of the impact of the 
virus. They could see their neighbours who 
were NHS workers very tired, stressed and 
under pressure. Covid was in the village 
and created much sorrow: 

Ruth Poulton: 
“I am a bereavement volunteer for Cruse, 
so offered telephone support to anyone in 
the village - such a sad year for so many. 

A year few of us will ever forget - the virus 
has affected us all in different ways- let’s 
hope in the year ahead we can move on.” 

The Villagers then started doing  
something extraordinary at this time.  

They began to make and do and share 
things like never before. The Corona Virus 
support page takes off.  We had events 
and activities that could be done safely 
peppered all over it. 

We operated a safe book and puzzle swap 
thanks to Melanie Giles who wiped and 
sanitised every donation from the residents 
and put them out each day for people to 
collect for themselves and their neighbours. 
The libraries were now shut. 

The villagers responded to the call to make 
Scrubs for the NHS from bed linen, empty-
ing their linen cupboards and sharing their 
fabric stashes and joining it. 

Jackie Norris made the memorable “Smiles 
for the village” at this time. 

Who will ever forget them displayed in 
many windows as we all walked by, raising 
funds for the NHS and cheering us up.  

And Margi Fosh did the Easter 
Run………. 

Easter Lockdown 2020 -  
“It all happened so fast and came as a bit 
of a shock to us all.  We were looking for-
ward to our annual family Easter Hunt.  The 
one time in the year that our immediate and 
extended family and friends gather, alas it 
was not meant to be.  On these occasions I 
go all out and bake for England for all of us 
to enjoy! 

Now we were truly in lockdown I still had 

the urge to bake so who better for than our 
wonderful villagers.  We were all in the 
same boat and all feeling a little down re-
garding a lockdown Easter. We sent a 
message out on the Facebook page asking 
people if they would like an East-
er Cupcake delivered on Easter Sunday - 
long story short 250 cupcake orders later! 
we had cupcakes galore! 

Paul, my husband and I set up lists upon 
lists with names, streets and nos. along 
with dietary needs and quantity to each 
house - it was great fun! 

A hundred Cupcakes went to the Food 
Bank. 

 On the hottest day of the year, the cup-
cakes to each house, socially distancing. 

 It took us over three hours to get around 
the village with cool containers full to the 
brim. 

It was an absolute joy to see so many 
hopeful faces appear from behind locked 
doors.”  

 

In the middle of this month, Lockdown was 
extended by three weeks.   

The “r” number had gone up….  

We are going to keep up the support. 

Next edition  (September Villager) –  
The Village in Lockdown, and Tiers  
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Kirstie’s story:  

Back in March 2020 our family watched 
with trepidation the unfolding drama of 
Covid 19 in Italy and the world. As we saw 
news footage showing the devastation this 
virus was causing, we started to make 
plans. 

Our son who was five at the time, has 
chronic lung disease which means he 
needs oxygen during the day and central 
and obstructive apneas meaning he needs 
home ventilation (CPAP) at night. I have 
lost count of the amount of times we have 
been blue lighted and seen him in hospital 
fighting after catching a normal cold virus, 
which moved onto his lungs. 

Michael also has various other medical 
conditions needing 24/7 care. 

Our first move was to pull both children 
from school. Both schools were very sup-
portive, though we knew with our daughter, 
we could be facing fines, we felt this was a 
small price to pay to have Michael kept as 
safe as possible. 

We also withdrew from having care in the 
home, which given at the time Michael was 
up a minimum of 6 times a night and needs 
constant monitoring, was a big decision, 
but yet again felt the right thing to do. 

Within a couple of weeks, the advice came 
to back up our decisions and Michael was 
officially on the shielding list. We were ad-
vised not to leave the house, except for 
hospital appointments, to shop online and 
to avoid as much contact with others as 
possible. 

All his every day medical appointments (of 
which there are many.. Last count we had 
15+ specialists involved in his care) disap-
peared, while everyone tried to work out a 
workable solution to keep everyone safe. 
We were fortunate that Michael's local hos-
pital and paediatrician team kept in touch 
via phone and email and are amazing. 

We saw firsthand the difficulties shielding 
caused. From small things like not being 
able to get fresh fruit and vegetables, to 
weighing out the risk of having to take Mi-
chael into hospital against the risk of not 
and seeing services disappear. 

We were lucky as we had a great network 
of local friends who trawled the supermar-
kets and local shops to find us nappies etc. 
for Michael. We were technology savvy 
enough to be able to use all the various 
online resources, experienced enough with 
having to isolate for short periods in the 
past with Michael's health to put various 
strategies in place to maintain our sanity. 

The Village Pantry made a huge difference 
to our lives as we knew if we couldn't get a 
supermarket slot (oh those nights of check-
ing the various supermarkets at midnight, 
1am, 2am etc. to try and get a slot!) we 
wouldn't go without. 

This left me feeling both lucky and rather 
useless! 

So, in May, I messaged Linda and asked if 
anyone needed some home cooked meals 
to help. 

This started out just doing a few, which the 
lovely Katrina Edney (Kat) would deliver to 
the various people needing it. Before long I 
put a plea out on my Facebook page to see 
if anyone wanted to help, as it had grown 
somewhat! 

A group of 5 of us formed and at our busi-
est saw us provide 30 plus meals a week to 
those shielding, elderly and vulnerable. Kat 
did a bulk of the deliveries, but we also had 
volunteers in the village (one of the lovely 
local mum's drove to Rampton to help a 
lady there who was recovering from long 
covid, on a fortnightly basis) and Reverend 
Sheila delivered to a local man a week’s 
worth of meals at a time. 

These were all busy people with young 
families, who did this on top of all their own 
daily lives. 

This is an example of a normal week’s of-
ferings: 
Cheesy courgette soup 
Sweet brioche cake 
Pasta bake 
Spag bog 
Chicken noodle soup 
Mac, sausage and cheese bake 
Chicken and sausage casserole 
Bread and butter pudding 
Beef lasagne 
Leek and potato soup 
Sausage casserole 
Beef roast dinner 
Chilli 

For Christmas yet again, the community 
spirit rallied and as well as full Christmas 
dinners, lots of homemade cakes and 
treats were made, by not just the usual five 
but lots of villagers and friends who wanted 
to help. The Hepher's lent us a freezer in 
their garage to store the huge amount of 
Christmas dinners to keep them fresh. 

It truly was humbling. 

From a personal perspective it really 
helped me feel like I was contributing in a 
small way, and also helped with the social 
isolation, as there were lots of doorstop 
drop offs and pick-ups of meals (I stored 
them in our spare freezer and then had the 
various people pick them up), so we actual-
ly got to see other people, all be it from a 
safe distance. 

We are now over a year of having set it all 
up, and we still do a few meals, but nothing 
like the volume we did before but will con-
tinue to help if people need it. 

I would like to take this opportunity to say 
thank you to all those who have, and con-
tinue to help with making this possible. 
Food really does bring comfort and hope-
fully we have done a small bit to make a 
very trying, lonely time a little bit less so. 

The bakers for the elderly are: Kirstie Latta, 
Maria Weaver, Helena Seabourne, Tammy 
Ward and Emma Bleazard.  

 

Debb’s Story: The Village 
Pantry 

I had noticed on my weekly shops a 
strange occurrence in March 2020, the 
shelves were emptying fast, and pasta, 
flour and loo roll seemed to become a thing 
of the past! Mother’s Day was approaching, 
and I was all set for a busy weekend of 
work at the pub and flower deliveries. The 
announcement came… Lockdown. I had 
joined the Corona Virus Support group in 
the village and had offered to make red and 
green bows to help identify those in need 
and I joined the admin group for the virus 
support Facebook group being set up. 

There was a gap in available food supply at 
the end of March and we were lucky to 
have been given food and household dona-
tions from the villagers.  At the same time a 
local farmer offered to provide addition 
fresh food for those shielding at cost. Off I 
went with the money I got from ‘tips’ work-
ing at the pub to purchase carrots, apples 
and parsnips and realising I had the big-
gest storage area we added sacks of 
‘Mary’s spuds’ Dividing all the supplies up 
into manageable kg sizes, word soon got 
round that fresh food could be found at that 
house next to the school!  

The kg bags were handed out at cost 
through my kitchen window, with only one 
problem, they were running out. Back to 
restock. Realising that there were so many  
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people in the village who were going to 
need to access food, as a family we set out 
trying to find a way to help. I was able to 
source supplies of other foods, restaurant 
quality foods, that providing we met the 
minimum order would deliver to one central 
place. 

By this time the shops were empty and the 
demand for online food slots were like gold 
dust, with q’s outside to enter so long. It 
was a scary time for all, who would imagine 
not being able to go to the shop to buy 
food. Never in my life did I expect to be 
trading loo roll for paracetamol, but it hap-
pened. So what better way to help than to 
bring the food to the village and provide a 
central collection point. 

The Pantry was born. We registered with 
the council and I took a Level 2 in Food 
Handling. Shopping lists, letting people 
know we were here, were typed up and 
distributed amongst the village to every 
house, via the street volunteers, the Face-
book page was also a way to access the 
lists. We even had relatives of those with-
out computer access calling in to place 
orders for their elderly parents.  

We tried our best to source the foods that 
were in demand, the joy when we found 
eggs, only to be let down and then franticly 

searching to find 58 dozen eggs. I’m not 
even sure how but finally we did it, every-
one received their eggs! Once again 
served from the doorstep.  

Our first major delivery of almost £900 of 
food goods filled our dining room. It was all 
hands-on deck to help with the 98 orders, 
this was too big for our house. I never im-
agined seeing a whole wheel of brie on our 
sofa but there it sat, every available space 
was taken up with fruit veg milk butter and 
bread. This was going to be huge and with 
the weather getting hotter we needed a 
plan. We would have to move into the gar-
age. 

The garage was cleared, no more work 
space for my flowers, all tools and life too 
had to go away. We asked the village for 
help, we were loaned a fridge at least we 
could stop the butter melting. The queue 
some weeks was out the drive and along 
the street, all socially distanced, always full 
of good cheer and laughter, our shopping 
list at its busiest helped over 80 families 
each week, not bad for the back end of a 
garage.  

We went Green, we recycled everything we 
could, orders packed in reusable boxes or 
crates and our bags were paper, just like 
the real greengrocers. 

One Saturday in April 2020, with the sun 
blazing down, we managed to loan a gaze-
bo from a family in the village, we had also 
spoken to a local butcher and we were now 
able to add meats to the ever-expanding 
list. Another family from the village would 
go each week and collect the stacks of 
boxes containing the weekly meat order. 
One fridge was not enough and I manage 
to buy a large drinks fridge, most perfect for 
storing strawberries! and strawberries we 
had by the punnet, I think we actually saw 
in excess of 300 punnets pass through the 
pantry doors.  

With my love of cake, came along cakes of 
all shapes and most definitely huge sizes 
from Margi’s bakeshop. If we had learnt 
anything in all this we were going to get the 
village through lockdown with good fresh 
food and lots of cake! We found a local jam 
maker and had a selection of 30 flavoured 
jams. 

By now our orders were so big they were 
arriving on pallets. Wanting to support local 
business where we could we sourced 
plants from a local garden centre supplier 
and got through 160 bags of compost. Eve-
rything that became a shortage we man-
aged to find and bring into The Pantry. We 
had flour and baking powder, even baking 
paper! The Pantry became a treasure trove 
for all that the village needed.  

For those that couldn’t collect, we deliv-
ered.  

The pantry became our new lifestyle, 
homeschool out of the window, with shop-
ping lists and sourcing food, keeping stock 
of plants and jams the girls learnt in a dif-
ferent way. Checking in with the girls teach-
ers, they were so proud of their pupils they 
gave us the seal of approval that they were 
learning well. Even our family cat gained 
status as The Pantry Cat Bert and would 
laze on his chair outside the garage doors 
awaiting the cuddles.  We registered as a 
not for profit organisation with Trading 
Standards as we applied strict hygiene 
rules and wanted to have a high standard 
of food management.  

Our supplies changed and we learned that 
4am visits to the wholesale markets would 
now be our new adventure on a Saturday 

morning. We could choose the products 
ourselves and know that we were getting 
the best we could find, lemons the size of 
my palm, cucumbers like police trun-
cheons. When Marks and Spencer 
launched the new Limelon… so did the 
pantry, it was delicious.  

The pantry ran from March through to Au-
gust, not only on a Saturday but had also 
managed to open on midweek stocking 
everything apart from meat that we did on a 
Saturday. Being so busy we could even 
take on two volunteers. We expanded our 
equipment with a gazebo and scales and a 
freezer on loan from the Parish Council. 
We provided lollies and some fruit drinks to 
allow those that wanted to come out, as 
lockdown was easing and choose their 
food. People said they felt safe coming to 
us and that for many was their first trip out, 
it was so lovely to put faces to names as I 
had only packed their shopping for and not 
met in person.  

We supported the village wide VE Day by 
supplying 100 cream teas with a chocolate 
bar treat to all those that had used the pan-
try. We provided the cream teas for the well 
wishing in Holywell, where I discovered my 
name on their wall of heroes, that brought 
me to my knees. I, like many others in our 
support group, was just a villager wanting 
to help and make sure no one was left out.  

As online deliveries started to become 
more available in late June we sat down 
and talked as a family.  We knew that we 
were exhausted, we needed to spend 
some quality time together before the re-
turn of school and what we all hoped was a 
little part of normality. A decision had to be 
made. 

We decided the best way to end the pantry 
was with another celebration. 

We chose a Macmillan party and on the 
12th August 2020 opened up our garden.  
Every space was covered in blankets, chil-
dren came and laughter filled the garden, 
cakes supplied by Margi’s Bakeshop were 
sold along with a supply of jams and more 
strawberries! It was an amazing emotional 
afternoon, we raised £300 for Macmillan. 

The pantry was then packed away and we 
managed to get away for a long weekend 
for some quality family time and a much 
earned rest. Now it was time to return to 
some real work, I still wasn’t able to return 
to the pub but my florist work that I had put 
on hold to run the pantry was picking up.  

The garage once again fronts Daisy Chains 
Designs.  

We as a family, shared so many amazing 
things with running the pantry, we have 
made lifelong friends, discovered roads we 
didn’t know existed in the village from deliv-
eries, but most of all a sense of pride that 
so many strangers had pulled together 
through a lockdown in the pandemic that 
was set to separate all from loved ones, 
family and friends.  

 

 Angels, Goddesses and Volunteers: Living with the Covid -19 Pandemic 
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Quiz 
Can you name all these places from these clues?  They are 
all in the old county of Huntingdonshire and there is one 
town and fourteen villages.   
And then can you find all 15 in the Word Search?   
(Answers on page 30) 
 
1. Torn monk   - - - - - -    - - - - - -  
2. That woman (French) is in town  - - - - -  
3. Large and peaceful  - - - - -    - - - - - -  
4. Where the heart is  - - - - -  
5. Unlock the door  - - - - - - -  
6. Tear the monarch  - - - - -    - - - - - -  
7. How much for your lovely velvety black fur  - - - - - - - - - -  
8. Do they grow pears here?  - - - - -  
9. Ewe perceive  - - - - - -  
10. Place to attempt to fell trees  - - - - - -  
11. Place to go for warm weather?  - - - - - - - - -  
12. Where the cheese comes from!  - - - - - - -  
13. Raise the little forest  - - - - - -  
14. Many sheep here?  - - - - - - -  
15. Shouting out loudly  - - - - - - -  

A A M O L E S W O R T H 

N B C S D E F G H N B M 

O B M I A L K L O M P J 

T E N O A O W N O T L E 

X P Q T H T P H S N R R 

A T U V S I R W Y O R S 

P E S M A R X Y E T Y R 

T A B C S I E E L L Y D 

A G H G I K P M L I F J 

E G N I L E Y T O T L L 

R I N D O W P U O S M O 

G E Y S T N O P W N K O 

Where in the village? 

In the March issue, I asked if you 
knew where this photo was taken. 

 
Answer: the Parish Church 

Paul Mason 

Total Heating Control 
Boiler servicing, repair & replacement. 

Gas hobs & fires fitted  
Landlords Gas Safety Certificates  

             Baxi approved installer 
             No call out charge 

 
Gas Safe no:230678  

 
 P U Z Z L E  C O R N E R  

Do you know 

where to find 

this unusual 

façade? 

     6 Townsend Road, Needingworth 
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Neil Craig 

ELECTRICIAN  
 

 From one light to a full rewire 

No job too small 

Emergency call outs 

Free quotes  
 

Local Electrician in Needingworth 
 

Qualified and insured  

Part P registered contractor 

Call:  07525 150 485 

Village Mobile Hairdresser 

All your hair needs in the  

comfort of your home.  

City & Guilds qualified with  

9 years salon experience 

Fully Covid Vaccinated 

Please contact Emma:-

07468532248 
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Parish church of St John the Baptist, 
Holywell-cum-Needingworth 

www.meridianbenefice.org.uk 

It goes without saying that we are all very much looking 
forward to the end of restrictions and returning to some 
sort of normality. Life will be different, however, I am 
hopeful that the strong community links that have been 
made over this time will continue. It’s been a joy to see 
how people have gone the extra mile in helping others. 
The end of restrictions on 21 June falls just at the right 
time for our Patronal Festival, which we hope will lift  
everyone’s spirits. Details are below. 

Church services 

Since Easter we have been holding services of Holy  
Communion, on the first and third Sundays of each 
month, within the Church of England guidelines. The need 
for social distancing has meant that we could only accom-
modate approximately 20 individuals or household groups 
as worshippers. We hope that by the end of June the  
regulations will be relaxed and we can return to our  
normal pattern of services. We will, however, continue to 
put short services online. Please check the Herald, the 
church noticeboards or the Benefice website (address 
above) for up-to-date information. Please also note that 
when our popular Café Service resumes (first Sunday of 
the month) it will be held in Holywell School, not the  
Village Hall. 

 
 

2021 Well-dressing and Flower Festival 

June is the month of the church’s Patronal Festival,  
celebrating the traditional date of the birth of St John the 
Baptist, our patron saint, and we mark it with the weekend 
of the Well Dressing and Flower Festival Again, if all 
goes well, we shall begin it with the Well-Blessing Service 
and unveiling of the well on Friday 25th June. This year’s 
theme will be the new motto of Holywell C of E Primary 
school, and we are hoping that the design will be the work 
of the school pupils. 

On Saturday 26th you will be able to visit the Well  
Dressing and the Flower Festival and other displays in 
church.  From 1pm there will be a variety of stalls  
including Plants, cakes, mystery parcels, bargains galore 
and crafts. Raffle tickets for our Grand Summer Draw (see 
below) will be on sale; the raffle will be drawn late  
afternoon. Teas and delicious home-made cakes will be 
available to enjoy. On  Sunday 27

th
 afternoon teas will be 

available and the church open to view all the displays.     

Also on Saturday 26th a worldwide celebration is planned 
for the 200th anniversary of Revd Henry Thomas  
Ellacombe’s invention of ringing chimes. Starting at noon 
in New Zealand, the chimes will work their way across the 
world, chiming at noon local time in each of the major time 
zones. We’ll be taking part! Our Tower Captain and 
churchwarden Roger Beaman will chime at noon and  
during the afternoon (see page 27). Come and listen! 

Come flaunching or petalling 

If you like playing with mud, you might want to come along 
to the church on Saturday 5th June from 10 am to help 
us ‘flaunch’ – i.e., get the clay ready for the well-dressing; 
it’s a social occasion for young and old and refreshments 
are laid on – just wear old clothes or overalls! And Jill  
Harvey would like as many volunteers as possible from 
Tuesday 22nd June onwards, to help with the creation of 
the well-dressing; it’s not difficult, but if you’ve never done 
it before, Jill will be happy to explain it to you (tel: 
460429). 

Other Events 

We are holding a Grand Summer Draw this year. Tickets 
cost £1.00 each and are available from Wren Cottage, 
Holywell, and Chapel House, 15 High Street, Needing-
worth. Prizes include summer hampers (with thanks to 
Morrisons for their generous support), a range of gift 
vouchers and other seasonal prizes. All proceeds will  
support the work of our Church. We are planning to put on 
an Autumn Concert by the Wyton and Brampton Military 
Wives Choir. We are looking forward to welcoming back 
this lovely choir to St John the Baptist. Look out for details 
in due course. 

Stephen York, 465120, stephenyork@flagholme.net 

Rector: Revd Sheila Anthony  01487 740456 

 
 C H U R C H  N E W S  

 

To advertise in the Villager  
please contact the editor  

 

Email: needingworth@aol.com  
or telephone 01480 468952 

 

Adverts start at £10. (per issue) for 1/10th page  
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Needingworth 
Baptist 
Church 
High Street,  
Needingworth,  
PE27 4SB 

Elder – David Mann 

 

 

 

 

Website – www.needingworthbaptist.org.uk 

Coronavirus and Services in the Chapel – our current 
situation 

We are grateful to God that we can now meet in person 
again. We are currently holding one service on Sunday 
mornings at 10.30. “Social distancing” is still in place, 
masks must be worn and we are not able to sing. We await 
government announcements to know when we can relax 
these restrictions. But please be assured that you will be 
very welcome to join us in the chapel. We would be grateful 
if you could kindly phone or email in advance to help with 
seating arrangements. 

On-line services 

For the present we hope to continue to put a weekly ser-
vice online. If it is an in-house preacher, this will normally 
be on YouTube and available from Saturday. But if it is a 
visiting preacher, it will be recorded and posted on our 
website on Sunday afternoon. In either case, go to 
www.needingworthbaptist.org.uk/online-services and look 
for the date. Why not listen in?  

Sunday school 

Currently this is still being held for our children each Sun-
day morning on Skype. Please email or phone us to have 
details. We hope to be back to in-person Sunday school 
before long. 

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study  

This is on Tuesday evening at 7.30 pm and is at present on 
Zoom. Please contact us if you would like to join us. 

Other meetings are still suspended, but we will put news 

on our website as soon as things change. 

If we can be of help to anyone, or pray for you, please feel 
free to contact us. 

*   *   *   *   * 

Can you hear? 

The pandemic has introduced us to new vocabulary. 
“Social distancing” and “stay safe” for example. And the 
widespread use of Zoom has taught us about being 
“muted” and “unmuting” ourselves. It is frustrating to see 
someone busy talking, but we can’t hear them because 
they are “muted”! 

So here is a question to think about: Can you hear God? 
Well, you may wonder, does God speak? If you read the 
Bible, you will see that, actually, God has always been 
speaking. The third sentence in the Bible is “God said ‘Let 
there be light.’” He spoke to Adam, and to Noah, and to 
many others. And God speaks today. Another title for the 
Bible is “The Word of God.” It is as we read the Bible that 
we will hear God speaking – and speaking to us.  

Some people don’t like the Bible. They won’t listen to it. 
They are like Zoom callers – they would like to “mute” Him. 
But, as in a Zoom call – you can’t mute the host! And we 
cannot silence God. Because He also speaks through crea-
tion. When we see the wonders of Spring, we are not see-
ing “Mother Nature,” as many suggest, but we are seeing 
God at work. When we look up into the sky, “The heavens 
declare the glory of God.” 

And God also speaks through “Providence,” the things that 
happen in our world and in our daily lives. He works all 
things according to His purposes. He is not the author of 
sin and evil, but He uses even bad things to bring good. 
The wickedest thing that ever happened was when Jesus, 
the perfect Son of God, was brutally crucified. But in the 
purposes of God, His death opened the door for sinners, 
like you and me, to find forgiveness and salvation and the 
way to heaven. 

We focus on the Bible at Needingworth Baptist Church, 
because we want to hear what God is saying. We warmly 
invite everyone to come and listen. God is still speaking in 
2021. How thankful we are! 

Contact us –  

David Mann – Tel. 300382       
Email: david.mann@cantab.net      
Website: www.needingworthbaptist.org.uk 

Update about Coffee Club  
Welcome all who are new to the village, or new to the 
world! Coffee Club is a Mums/Dads/Carers and baby/
toddler group in the Needingworth Baptist church back 
hall on the High Street. We meet from 10-11.30am on 
Wednesdays for refreshments and chat, and as well as 
toys to play with, there are songs to sing, stories to lis-
ten to and crafts to make. And, where necessary birth-
days, to celebrate! 
This has all been impossible to fulfil over the last year 
so, subject to any new restrictions, we are looking for-
ward to starting again on Wednesday 15th September! 
Oh, before we forget, the first meeting is free; after 
that £1 per family! 

 
And because we can’t wait to meet everybody old and 
new, we plan to hold an outdoor meeting at the church 
at 10am on Wednesday 7th July – God willing! We don’t 
know exactly what the guidelines will be, but we will 
make sure there are anti-bac gels, soaps and wipes, 
wrapped snacks and disposable beakers, and safe access 
to toilets. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any que-
ries – we would really love to see you! 
 

Sarah Wordingham – 462396 and Facebook 
Sally Beaman –  mob: 07749 170984; Tel: 462379 
        Email: rsde.beaman@btinternet.com 

 
 C H U R C H  N E W S  
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1
st

 Needingworth Brownies 

During March, the Brownie unit have continued to 
meet online making use of the wonderful  
technology we have available to us. Many of our 
activities were based around special events such 
as Easter and Mother’s Day. For Easter we made 
gorgeous Easter bunnies using wash cloths which 

conveniently were able to hold a crème egg on their back. For Mother’s Day 
we created incredible chocolate truffles made from Oreo cookies and rolos 
and presented them in our own little baskets – just divine! But I am not sure 
many truffles lasted until Mother’s Day!  

The summer term has brought a relaxing of lockdown restrictions which has 
enabled the whole unit to meet outdoors in the same location at the same 
time. This is the first time we have been able to do this in well over a year. We 
are of course keeping within Government guidelines at all times and keeping 

our unit in two smaller groups to 
make the experience less overwhelming for our Brownies. 

This term we are thinking about how we can support charities and those 
around us. As part of this we are looking forward to having a virtual talk 
from Cats Protection; but we are also going to make time for fun and 
games including dressing up as snowmen. Hopefully, the weather will be 
kind this term and we will not need to wear our hats, scarves, and gloves 
for our sessions!  

Although our friendly unit is currently full, we do expect to have some 
spaces available soon for the first time in almost 18 months. For more 
information or to arrange to come along for a free taster session, please 
contact Jules at Needingworth.Brownies@yahoo.com or 07597 569582.  

Check out our website at:  
https://1stneedingworth.wixsite.com/brownies  

1
st

 Needingworth Rainbows 

During the Spring term, the Rainbows contin-
ued to meet online using Zoom. We especially 
focussed on our Innovate badge, which  
involved programming some tricky computer 
robots and even conducting some of their own 
experiments with magnets, fire, and water 
(although not all together). Our village certainly 
has some amazing scientists! 

One of the highlights of the term was making 
peppermint creams for Mother’s Day. This was the first time that the Rainbows had 
tried cooking online together. The peppermint creams looked and tasted amazing, 
and I know that the Mums thought the mess afterwards was definitely worth it! 

This term we have returned to meeting in person again, outdoors in 
our beautiful village. We have also had lots of new Rainbows joining 
us already. In our sessions we are finding out more about Rainbows 
and Girlguiding; including how our own village unit started 22 years 
ago. We are also looking forward to making some plants and  
delivering them to different houses in the village as an act of love 
and kindness. 

If your daughter is interested in joining us, either now or in the  
future, please get in touch. For girls who are aged 5 or 6, we  
currently have a few spaces available, contact us at  

Needingworth.Rainbows@yahoo.com or Jules on 07597 569582  
to arrange to come along for a free taster session.  

Check out our website at:  
https://1stneedingworth.wixsite.com/rainbows 

 
 YO U N G  V I L L A G E R  
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Pre-School 
 

If you would like your child to  
attend the very popular  

Pre-school, you  must register 
them as soon as possible. 

  

Children can start from  
2 years 10 months.  

 

For a registration form, or any 
other information, either see one 

of the staff in the pre-school 
room,  

or contact  

  

Rachael Beeton 
 

01480 464201 or 07584047390  

 

Coffee Club 
Coffee Club is a group run by 
Needingworth Baptist Church for 
Mums, Dads, Childminders and 
children under 5. We normally 
meet on Wednesday mornings 
during term time from 10.00 to 
11.30am at the Baptist Church 
on High Street but whilst Covid 
19 is affecting  
everyone, see note on page 18. 

All are welcome for, songs,  
stories, activities and  
refreshments, as well as playing.  

Cost £1/adult – children go free! 

Sarah Wordingham - 462396 

Little Tigers 
This is a friendly under-5s play 
group that normally meets on 
most Monday mornings in term-
time, in the village hall. Come 
along for a cuppa and chat and 
let your 'little tiger' play with the 
toys and other children. 
 

Entrance  
(including refreshments):  
£2 per family. 
 

For more details contact:  
 

Sara Clarke on 
               07894 884621 

 

Join us on our 'Little Tigers'  
Facebook page.  

What a year ! 

We started with newsletters,  then we learned to 
Zoom. 

We attended virtual camps and gained badges.  
For the Midsummer Sleepover, Guides did lots of 
crafts  and 
cooked a 

meal outside for their 
family  -  one even 
baked her own rolls 
before she barbecued 
the sausages and 
burgers. 

In August, we joined 
in Wellies and Wristbands, 
with lots of festival foods and 
crafts. 

Some of the Guides held 
Macmillan Coffee mornings, 
and Evie and Iris raised an 
amazing £319. 

We met outside in  
September and October, 
and just squeezed in  
Bonfire Night before we 
were back on to Zoom for 
the winter.  Everyone 
worked for the Innovate 
badge, looking at how to 
improve things, from  
recipes to town planning. 

At our Under the Stars event in October, we had to sleep 
under the stars, but you could hang them over your bed !     
   

We found out about women in 
the space industry, tried astro-
naut food, and iced constella-
tions onto biscuits.   

During the spring we have looked at our power to 
change or influence things in our local communities and 
the wider world,  and for the summer term we are  
looking forward to being together for activities outside 
once more.   

Needingworth.Guides@yahoo.com 
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Why not try our professional carpet  

cleaning and upholstery cleaning service? 
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TW  
DECORATING 

SERVICES  
 

All aspects of decorating  
interior and exterior covered  

 

Specialist  
in wallpaper hanging  

 

With 33 years experience  
and  

City and Guilds qualified  
 

Telephone:-    

Needingworth 509383 
 

Mobile:- 07818032164 
Please ask for Tim  

 

 

Richard Laborne  
Carpentry & Joinery Ltd. 

City and Guilds Qualified. 
 

All aspects of carpentry and joinery undertaken.  
Large or small. 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

Specializing in Designing and installing high 
quality kitchens at reasonable prices. 

www.richardskitchens.co.uk 
------------------------------------------------------------ 

Doors internal and external supplied and fitted. 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
Wardrobes, stud partitioning, radiator covers, 

stair handrails & balustrades.  
------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

For a friendly reliable service  
please contact Richard Laborne:- 

 

(Needingworth) 01480 464101 

07717 827546 
richardlaborne@yahoo.co.uk  

Ellacombe Chimes  
Bicentennial 

Due to social distancing requirements it has not been 
possible for over a year to ring the church bells at  
Holywell using the usual band of up to 6 ringers.  
However, we are very fortunate to have the ability to 
‘chime’ the bells. Ringing involves swinging each bell 
through nearly 360 degrees and the clapper, which hangs 
in the middle of the bell, strikes the bell once in each  
direction of rotation. Chiming uses a small hammer to hit 
the inside of each bell and create a sound from the  
stationary bell. Even better in these unusual times, all 6 
bells at Holywell can be chimed by one person using 
what is known as an Ellacombe Chiming Frame (see  
photo below). The frame sits in the ground floor ringing 
chamber of the tower and ropes connect through to the 6 
hammers in the belfry. Many people will have heard the 
bells being chimed this past year, with hymns and other 
tunes being performed (it is tricky making a hymn fit just  
6 notes, but some hymns work better than others). 

Ellacombe chimes have come into their own during Covid 
restrictions, yet they are by no means a new idea. The 
Revd. Henry Thomas Ellacombe of Bitton (between Bath 
and Bristol) invented them in 1821 as a 1-person  
alternative to using his unruly band of bell ringers (I’d like 
to think that ringers’ behavior has improved somewhat 
since then….) and the first system was installed in 1822. 
The sound they make is not as rich and powerful as a 
fully rung bell, which has resulted in many towers  
removing their frames over the years. Luckily Holywell 
retained its frame and hence has been able to provide  
the sound of bells for the past year. 

This year is the bicentennial of the invention of Ellacombe 
chimes and a worldwide celebration will take place on 
Saturday June 26. Details can be found at 
www.bittonhistory.org.uk/ellacombe-chimes-bicentennial 

Starting in New Zealand and progressing across the 
globe during the day chimes will be heard at 12:00 local 
time from many churches, including Holywell. By an  
incredible coincidence June 26 is also our own church 
fete and Well Dressing. Why not come by Holywell 
church on the day and hear the Ellacombe Chimes! 

Roger Beaman, Tower Captain 
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S. D. A. 
 

ST. 
IVES 

 

Wasps - Ants - Fleas  
Rats - Mice etc 

 
Steve Anderson        

Fully Qualified BPCA 

 
Tel: 01480 465684   

Mobile: 07850 658805 
 

 
Long Acre, Bluntisham Road, 

Needingworth, Cambs. PE27 4TA 

 

• Slate & Tile Pitched Roofing works  
Replacement & New Builds 

 
• UPVC facias, soffits and guttering,  

Replacement & New Builds 
 
• Flat-roofing, Replacement & New Builds 
 

• Free estimates 
 

Tel. 01354 629575 Mob.07921 622 287 
Website. www.cando-roofing.co.uk 
Email. enquiries@cando-roofing.co.uk       
 

mailto:enquiries@cando-roofing.co.uk
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Needingworth  
Tennis Club 
What started as a depressing 
start to the year with padlocks on 
the gates and nothing but syca-
more seeds and worms on the 
courts has certainly changed 
now! The exciting news that the 
courts were repainted to coincide 
with the COVID laws being lifted 
together with the appointment of a new coach kickstarted 
the year. League tennis will restart shortly in the Cambridge 
league. 

The Singles Fast 4s have been generating some good ten-
nis, congratulations to Chris who won the first of the year 
and to all those promoted. We have now increased the com-
petition to 6 leagues which really shows the strength of the 
club.  

Just a reminder to all that it is renewal time for Annual sub-
scriptions, Great News that there is no increase for 2021, we 
are delighted to have had 10 new families join this year al-
ready and would be very happy to accept more members of 
all abilities. Details of membership are below. 

Annual Subscription  
Annual Membership is still the cheapest in Cambridgeshire. 
Juniors pay £30, Single membership is £65, Couples £85 
and family membership £120. We are always happy to wel-
come new members of all abilities.  
 

If you are thinking about joining and would like to try a free 
taster session, give Tim a call. 
 

Contacts 
Chairman - Tim Perry  
(07484270975 – timperry100@hotmail.com) 

Membership - Chris Moore 
(chrismoore1983@hotmail.co.uk) 

Secretary – Jim Hunter (j.hunter2011@btinternet.com) 
 

Head to our website to find out more information about 
current club members, upcoming events and tourna-
ments and how you can get involved: 
 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/NeedingworthTennisClub  

 
 S P O R T  

Holywell-cum-
Needingworth 
Bowls Club 

Hello All 

It’s been an unusual  
year at the bowls club. 
Although we opened in summer 2020 it was on a very 
low key basis. Being out in the summer weather is  
always a lovely experience but it was tempered slightly 
by mask wearing, sanitising and social distancing. 

But.....we are hoping for a more regular season this 
year with the vaccine task force doing their job. Even 
in the depths of covid Britain we actually gained new 
members last year, which we are hoping to build on 
this summer. 

The club will be offering its usual blend of competitive 
and social bowling. Leagues will be running and  
competitions will be fought out. But also those lovely 
summer afternoons when a good friendly game of 
bowls and a glass of cold liquid refreshment cannot be 
beaten. 

Frank Johnson has been working hard through the 
down time to make sure our playing surface stays in tip 
top condition. Our village bowls green is the envy of 
many and the scourge of others. We always seem to 
get positive comments from visiting teams saying they 
would love to have a green half as good as ours. 

We would love to see you at the green and show you 
our wonderful game, its outside, easily socially  
distanced and non contact. An ideal game for the new 
normal. 

You don't need any special equipment, we have 
enough for you to use. Just turn up in flat soled shoes 
with a smile on your face and an hour of your time. 

There is usually someone around the green but if you 
want to get in touch for more details 

Call Alan on 01480 464804 

The season runs from May to Sept so don't delay 
come and play. 

Alan Blackley, Secretary 

2 more Gardening stories 

 

Joke 1. The manager of the garden centre overhears one 
of his workers talking to a customer. 
“No, we haven’t had any of that in ages,” says the employ-
ee. “And I don’t know when we’ll be getting any more.” 
The customer leaves and the manager walks over to give 
him a telling off.  
“Never tell a customer we can’t get them something,” he 
says. “Whatever they want we can always get it on order 
and deliver it. Do you understand?” 
The nurseryman nods. “So what did he want?” asks the 
manager. 
“Rain,” replies the worker. 

 

Joke 2 An old gentleman lived alone. He wanted to plant 
his annual tomato garden, but it was very difficult work as 
the ground was hard. His only son, Vincent, who used to 
help him, was in prison. 

The old man wrote a letter to his son and described his 
predicament: 
 “Dear Vincent, I am feeling pretty sad because it looks like 
I won’t be able to plant my tomato garden this year. I’m just 
getting too old to be digging up a garden plot. I know if you 
were here my troubles would be over. I know you would be 
happy to dig the plot for me, like in the old days. Love, Pa-
pa.” 
A few days later he received a letter from his son. 
“Dear Dad,  Don’t dig up that garden. That’s where the 
bodies are buried. Love, Vinnie.” 
At 4 a.m. the next morning, local police arrived and dug up 
the entire area without finding any bodies. They apologised 
to the old man and left. That same day the old man re-
ceived another letter from his son. 
“Dear Dad, Go ahead and plant the tomatoes now.  

That’s the best I could do under the circumstances.” 
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Bus Times 
 

 
Dews Service No. 21 (Ramsey—Somersham—St Ives) 
Monday to Friday 
 

Ramsey, opp. New Road   09:15  15:55 

Somersham, nr. Loftsteads  09:38 12:38 16:18 

Earith (opp. School Rd.)   09:51 12:51 16:31 

NEEDINGWORTH, nr. Church St. 10:05 13:05 16:45 

St Ives Morrisons (grounds)  10:09 13:09 16:49 

St Ives Bus Station    10:15 13:15 16:55 

 
Service No. 21 (St Ives—Somersham—Ramsey) 
Monday to Friday 
 

St Ives Bus Station (Bay 2)  12:00 14:00 17:00 

St Ives Morrisons (grounds)  12:05 14:05 17:05 

NEEDINGWORTH, opp. Church St. 12:13 14:13 17:13 

Earith (nr. School Rd.)   12:25 14:25 17:25 

Somersham, nr. Loftsteads  12:38 14:38 17:38 

Ramsey, opp. New Road    15:02 18:02 

 
Stagecoach Service V3 (Somersham—St Ives) 
Monday to Friday 

 

Somersham Post Office    05:53   06:53  

Somersham The Trundle   05:56   06:56  

Colne High Street     06:03   07:03  

Earith Adelaide Walk    06:08   07:08  

Bluntisham White Swan    06:15   07:15  

Needingworth Queens Head   06:20   07:20  

St Ives Station Road    06:28   07:28  

 
Stagecoach Service V3 (St Ives—Somersham) 
Monday to Friday 

 

St Ives Bus Station Bay 4   16:00   19:00  

Needingworth Queens Head   16:08   19:08  

Bluntisham White Swan    16:13   19:13  

Earith Adelaide Walk    16:20   19:20  

Colne High Street     16:24   19:24  

Somersham The Trundle   16:31   19:31  

Somersham The Cross    16:34   19:34  

 
Stagecoach Service V3 (Somersham—St Ives) 
Saturday 

 

Somersham Post Office    06:39  

Somersham The Trundle   06:42  

Colne High Street     06:49  

Earith Adelaide Walk    06:54  

Bluntisham White Swan    07:01  

Needingworth Queens Head   07:06  

St Ives Station Road    07:14  

 
Stagecoach Service V3 (St Ives—Somersham) 
Saturday 

 

St Ives Bus Station Bay 4   20:02  

Needingworth Queens Head   20:10  

Bluntisham White Swan    20:15  

Earith Adelaide Walk    20:22  

Colne High Street     20:26  

Somersham The Trundle   20:33  

Somersham The Cross    20:36  

1. ABBOTS RIPTON 
2. ELTON 
3. GREAT PAXTON  
4. HOLME 
5. KEYSTON 
6. KINGS RIPTON 
7. MOLESWORTH 
8. PERRY 
9. RAMSEY 
10. SAWTRY 
11. SOMERSHAM 
12. STILTON 
13. UPWOOD 
14. WOOLLEY 
15. YELLING 

A A M O L E S W O R T H 

N B C S D E F G H N B M 

O B M I A L K L O M P J 

T E N O A O W N O T L E 

X P Q T H T P H S N R R 

A T U V S I R W Y O R S 

P E S M A R X Y E T Y R 

T A B C S I E E L L Y D 

A G H G I K P M L I F J 

E G N I L E Y T O T L L 

R I N D O W P U O S M O 

G E Y S T N O P W N K O 

The Needingworth Scribblers Annual Short Story  
Competition for the Snowdrop Cup has come round once 
again and the lockdowns have given us plenty of time for 
writing. This year our starting point was two pictures of 
long and lonely roads in a desert which engendered some 
remarkable stories and here is the winner. 

DESERT ROAD 

Bruised and shaking, I made myself walk to the kitchen-
ette and silently took the fish-gutting knife from its wood-
en holster. I tiptoed to where Joe slept, the empty bottle 
next to the sofa still touched the fingertips of his right arm 
as it hung over the seat. He was unconscious and snor-
ing, oblivious to the hell that he and the whiskey had cre-
ated the previous night. Like every Friday for the past 
year, he'd gotten drunk and beaten me. Then last night 
he'd thrown a plate of hot beef stew, at me. I'd cooked it 
the best I could, but still the plate hit me full in the face, 
cutting and scalding my skin. I saw stars but didn't pass 
out so he dragged me upstairs. 

My hand shook as I carried the knife; he might've opened 
his eyes at any moment. Trembling, I held out the knife to 
reach his unprotected neck. One slip of the blade could 
have finished him right then but I lost my nerve and my 
knees buckled. I sank down onto the rug in front of him, 
dropped the knife and cradled my knees; silent tears 
stung my cut face. 

"Get up! You've got to go, Macie! You've got to go NOW!" 

Mom appeared like she'd done ever since her funeral. 
Mom had been my rock, my place of safety, and I knew I 
was just imagining her because she'd died six months 
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previous; I'd held her hand and kissed her forehead as 
she went. God but I missed her! It was comforting to see 
her in the old armchair again, where she used to sit, still 
with her leather handbag by her feet. 

"Go on. Macie, get moving before he really does wake up. 
You can do it, darlin'!" Her eyes widened and she waved 
her hand towards the front door. "Get out'er here!" 

"Mom, I've nothing left; where would I go anyway?" my 
thoughts replied. 

"Mexico! by way of Dome Rock Mountains." 

What the hell! Did I really imagine that? I looked at her 
chair and she was gone again. 

Although I didn't know about Mexico, I knew she was right 
about leaving. I'd already packed a bag before he came 
home; it was in the car boot. I'd made myself do it, like an 
outer-body experience, I was so scared. 

So, that morning I crept out of my home, carefully opened 
the car door and clicked it shut, knocked the transmission 
into neutral and rolled down the long driveway. Once 
out'er earshot I started the engine, holding my breath in 
case he heard, then drove away. 

Would I have had the guts to drive off with him shouting at 
me, or standing in front of the Mustang? Probably not. 

Without stopping I set my sat-nav from James Town, Cali-
fornia, to the Dome Rock Mountains where there were 
plenty of B&Bs situated. The morning air was cold but the 
desert would be hot by the time I reached it; I put my foot 
down hard on the accelerator. 

Five hours later the Mojave Desert road stretched end-
lessly ahead with mountains all around. I'd had lunch at a 
diner near Bakersfield, freedom tasted good but the desert 
heat made me sleepy. 

Mom appeared in the passenger seat. "Oh, look at the 
mountains, darlin'! There's the New York Mountains and 
the Mohave Mountains and, just for me, the Old Woman 
Mountains," she laughed. "Turn right after them and head 
for Dome Rock, then follow the Colorado." She faded. 

"OK Mom, it's good to see you again," I smiled and kept 
driving, hoping the car would take the desert's heat. About 
two hours later the temperature was nearing 100 degrees,  
the old air conditioning wasn't coping and I'd drifted 
asleep. I remember hearing Mom calling "Wake up, 
Macie!" thinking it was just a dream, then I was jolted 
awake but too late. The car had careered off the highway, 
hit a boulder and I managed to brake as it hit a telegraph 
pole. 

My neck hurt as I checked the car over. It had a flat tyre 
but the wheel-nuts were stuck. I returned to sit inside, try-
ing to cool down while swigging water and rubbing my 
sore neck. 

There was no phone signal, but Mom was back. "You 
should've taken a break, Sweetie." She looked concerned. 
"No matter, help's on its way darlin', don't fret." She blew 
me a kiss, then she was gone. 

Tears blurred my view, then a figure appeared from out of 
the heat haze, riding a grey horse. He was a native Ameri-
can, in cut-off jeans, with long black hair in a ponytail and 
a bare muscular chest. He came up to the car and smiled 
at me; I anxiously pulled my revolver from the glove com-
partment. 

"Do you need help?" He ignored the gun pointing at him. "I 
can change the tyre for you." He looked into my eyes 
through the shut window, "and I know someone who can 
fix those bruises." He smiled kindly as he appraised my 

damaged face. 

I let him check out the flat tyre while I stood a distance 
away holding my gun for reassurance. 

He spoke in soothing tones as he eased off the welded 
wheel-nuts, and when the car was back on the highway 
he offered to lead me back to his Indian reservation. He 
had a friend there who could help heal my bruises. I said 
"No", he smiled sadly and shrugged his shoulders. 

"Goodbye then." He began to ride away. In an instant I 
changed my mind and drove after him, feeling too tired to 
continue my journey anyway. He waved and smiled and 
led me into the reserve. 

Upon arrival he introduced himself. "I'm Chris Johnson." 
We shook hands. "Glad you changed your mind." I said 
"Thank you, I'm Macie Hall," and looked around me. It 
wasn't what I'd expected: green grass replaced desert 
sand and in the distance bison roamed freely. Maize and 
other crops grew around the village of tepees and log cab-
ins. 

Chris introduced me to Martha who gave me a hug and a 
cool drink. "I think you need our medicine man," she said 
and took me to an elderly man with a weathered, wrinkled 
face. He applied a soothing poultice to my cuts and bruis-
es then I fell asleep on the treatment bed. 

I woke early the next day feeling better. The medicine 
man appeared with Martha carrying a delicious breakfast 
for me of chia and berry pudding. 

"We wondered if you'd like to stay awhile, until you're 
strong enough?" She smiled sympathetically. "We all live 
quiet lives here, growing our own food. It's always peace-
ful and you're welcome to stay." She touched my arm and 
before I knew it I said "Yes" with tears of relief. Martha 
gave me the use of a traditional tepee 'for as long as I 
wanted it'. I thanked her and moved in immediately. I took 
the car back to the car park and walked slowly back. The 
mountains blushed with the start of a new day and I real-
ised this place already felt more like home than the one I 
owned. 

© Andrea Weeding  
Scribblers Writing Group 

The Library Presents 
 

The Library Presents are delighted to announce the 
launch of their new season of exciting arts events which 
will run from May to July 2021. The season will bring 
workshops and performances to outdoor locations 
across Cambridgeshire and offer arts activities online. 
Full details of the programme, along with booking infor-

mation can be found at  

www.library.live/the-library-presents   
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WHO'S    WHO 
Baptist Church David Mann             300382 

                            david.mann@cantab.net 
Beavers Del Shepherd     467842  
                  delshep@btinternet.com  

Beer & Wine        Petronella Britton        466239 
Book Club        Sue Forrest         464082 

sueforrest65@hotmail.com 
Bowls Alan Blackley   464804 

leetheflee@sky.com 
Brownies           Julie Swindells    07597 569582  
                    needingworth.brownies@yahoo.com 
      https://1stneedingworth.wixsite.com/brownies 
Chatters Community Cafe 
 Rebecca Allen  538511 
               Rebecca.allen@thetraveldirectors.co.uk 
Church  
     Rector: Revd Sheila Anthony  01487 740456 
      sheila@saintintraining.co.uk 
     Jill Harvey              460429  
          jillsbharvey@icloud.com 
     Stephen York             465120 
  stephenyork@flagholme.net 
Cricket Dave Roberts  07800 834780 
          davez76@hotmail.com 
Cub Scouts Chris Huddleston 

   Akelafirstneedingworth@hotmail.com   
Dance Club Rose Killock          466487 
Football Email via web site: 
               https://needingworthcoltsfc.com/contact/ 
Gardening Club Grant Williamson        493360  

parkingcare@globalnet.co.uk  
  www.hcngardening.weebly.com    

Good Neighbours Coordinator 
 Kate Carpenter 07794 680475 
Guides Helen Whitehead 460838 
Holywell School Association 
 Sally Batsford 493700 
Local History Group  
 Sally Beaman     462379
  rsde.beaman@btinternet.com 
           History Website:      www.hcnhistory.org.uk 
Neighbourhood Watch 
 Mike Norris 465997 

michaelnorris852@btinternet.com  
Over 60's Rose Killock  466487 
Pre-School        Rachael Beeton   01480 464201   
      Website: needingworthcommunitypreschool.org.uk 

Rainbows         Helen Whitehead, 01480 460838  
                     needingworth.rainbows@yahoo.com    
Scouts Mark Culley      01480 467262 
                                 Mark.culley2775@gmail.com  
Scribblers         Joan Tucker        463966 
Tennis Club Chris Moore    07718 987152  

www.needingworthtennis.co.uk   
Hall Trustees Margaret Fountain 496636 
Hall Bookings      Eleanor Hardy  07730 504220 
         email:  hardy.derek@sky.com 
Wellworth Players   Karen Bays 463505  

Website:www.wellworthplayers.co.uk 
mailto:admin@wellworthplayers.co.uk 

Women's Institute   Jackie Norris 01480 465997  
jackienorris@btinternet.com 

Youth Cricket Stephen Mitcham  301679 
Chairman Parish  Council 
 Cllr Sarah Mortlock 462945 
Parish Clerk Jane Bowd 468451 

needingworthpc@btconnect.com 
            www.holywell-cum-needingworthpc.org.uk 
District  Jon Neish    466110   
Councillors Lewis Besley    300658  
            

Post Office  465121 
 

Village Hall tel:   
Outgoing calls emergency line only 
Incoming calls                           01480 498351 

EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY NUMBERS 
Hospital - Huntingdon (Hinchingbrooke) 01480 416416 
Hospital - Cambridge (Addenbrookes)  01223 245151 
Gas Leaks (Any Supplier) Transco  0800 111 999 
Electricity Power Cuts & Emergencies     0800 316 3105 or 0333 323 2105 
Drinking Water - Supplies Failure/routine enquiries  
                           (Cambridge Water Co) 01223 706050 
Sewerage, Services Failure (Anglian Water) 0800 145 145 
Rivers - Pollution and Flooding (Environment Agency)  0800 807 060   
                                              or Floodline  0345 988 1188 
PUBLIC & IMPORTANT SERVICES - ROUTINE ENQUIRIES 
Cambridgeshire Country Council  0345 045 5200 
Electricity (UK Power Networks)  0800 029 4285 
Sewerage Services (Anglian Water)  03457 145 145 
Telephone Services (British Telecom)  0800 150 111 
Police (non-emergency no.)   101 
Trading Standards (business queries)  0345 045 5206 
Age UK      0300 666 9860 
To stop unwanted mail    0845 703 4599 
To stop unwanted phone calls   0845 070 0707 

REFUSE COLLECTIONS 
To print a calendar of collection dates go to the following web site, enter 
your post code and click on your address.  
http://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/bins 
Most addresses in Holywell-cum-Needingworth have collections on the  
following days: 
 

GREY BINS (normal waste) 
   June Thurs. 3rd and 17th 
   July  Thurs. 1st, 15th and 29th 
   August Thurs. 12th and 26th 

 

GREEN BINS (garden waste) 
   June Wed. 9th and 23rd 
   July  Wed. 7th and 21st 
   August Wed. 4th and 18th  
 

BLUE BINS (recycling) 
   June Thurs. 10h and 24th 
   July  Thurs. 8th and 22nd 
   August Thurs. 5th and 19th 

 

 

BUS TIMETABLES  
 

Details of the Dews Coaches service no 21 and Stagecoach service V3  
are given on page 26 but we recommend checking either the web site 
www.dews-coaches.com 
 

or for Stagecoach 
telephone 01223 433 250  
or go to web page 

https://www.stagecoachbus.com/regional-service-updates/east/
cambridgeshire  
 

POST OFFICE (within One-Stop Shop) 
Please note current Post Office  

opening hours are: 9 am to 5.30pm  
                         Monday to Friday  

and 9 am to 1 pm  
on Saturdays (closed Sundays)         

POST COLLECTION TIMES 

from the post Office: 

Monday to Friday, 4.15 pm;  
Saturday 9.45 am 
(Sundays & Bank Holidays no collections) 

 
 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
1

st
 Wednesday of every month 

Holywell - Ferry Boat car park 
3.55pm to 4.10pm 

Needingworth – Playing field 
(Overcote Lane) 

4.20pm to 4.50pm 
For renewals or enquiries 

ring 0345 045 5225 

mailto:Rebecca.allen@thetraveldirectors.co.uk

