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V ictoria is where Australia goes 
wild. A place of mountains 
and beaches, rainforests and 

waterfalls, vineyards and surf 
breaks, it’s a magnet for adventure 
and a stage for a hopping, 
squawking menagerie of native 
wildlife. The state capital Melbourne 
isn’t just the gateway to Australia 
but one of the planet’s greatest 
cities. And Victoria’s compact size 
–  in Australian terms – makes it easy 
to kick back, explore and enjoy. 

All of which makes it a natural 
destination for Singapore Airlines, 
which flies from the UK to Melbourne 
32 times a week [travel time 21h25m 
including a Singapore stop-o�]. The 

Take a flight to remember
Fly Singapore Airlines and arrive in Melbourne in unforgettable style  

airline is a world leader in 
transporting travellers somewhere 
special – and not just in literal terms. 
With its comprehensive network 
across Australasia and Asia and 
convenient flight times, the 
industry’s most-awarded airline 
knows all about looking after its 
passengers in style. 

Singapore’s Changi Airport, 
meanwhile, isn’t your average air hub. 
It’s regularly voted the world’s best 
airport, and like its flagship carrier, it 
provides exceptional service. As 
somewhere to break the journey 
between the UK and Melbourne, it 
o�ers the facilities, reputation and 
the ideal location: Singapore. 

Any trip to Melbourne and Victoria 
is a memorable one – this is a state, 
after all, that fits in everything from 
alpine hiking and big-ticket sports 
events to koala sanctuaries and 
whale-watching – but by travelling 
with Singapore Airlines, you’re 
making the choice to start your trip in 
the best way possible. And whether 
you’re driving the Great Ocean Road, 
bar-hopping in Melbourne or 
spotting wildlife on the Mornington 
Peninsula, you’re in for a serious treat.  

PROMOTIONAL FEATURE
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Welcome...
Mention the state of 

Victoria to people 
and they can look 

a little puzzled, trying to work 
out exactly which bit of 
Australia it is. But mention 
Melbourne or the Great 
Ocean Road and they know 

exactly where you are talking about. And yet 
Victoria has so much more. Yes, it has one of the 
world’s most liveable cities and one of the greatest 
stretches of coastline on the planet. But it also has 
a diversity of unique wildlife, magnificent scenery, 
and superlative national parks (the Grampians is 
one of my all time favourites). 

Nature lovers will adore the little penguins and 
wombats and you may even spot a duckbilled 

platypus, one of the strangest critters on earth. 
Whether you want to take a road trip through 
characterful towns and rural backroads, seek out 
Aboriginal rock art and atmospheric ancient sites, 
or break up a fine hike with a well-earned pit stop at 
some of Australia’s best eateries and vineyards, 
Victoria rewards exploration in spades. 

We hope we inspire you a little with this 
introductory guide, put together with help 
from Singapore Airlines – regularly voted the 
world’s best airline by readers of Wanderlust!
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Look ’roo it is
Watching the 
iconic wildlife in 
The Grampians

VISIT VICTORIA
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The city’s been called Australia’s 
cultural epicentre, the southern 
hemisphere’s ‘most liveable’ and 

even the sporting capital of the world. 
Reasons to love Melbourne come in 
various forms, but they generally tell 
you just one thing: that this is a city 
that’s seriously easy to fall for.

Victoria’s hip, multicultural capital is 
the perfect gateway to both the state 
itself and the rest of Australia – but you 
won’t want to be rushing o�  too quickly. 
Time in Melbourne is never anything less 
than time well spent, whether you’re 
exploring its celebrated food and drink 
scene, relaxing in its parks and gardens, 
browsing its fashion stores and art 
galleries, or simply wandering its streets.

In fact many of the city’s choicest 
rewards come where you’d least expect 
them. This is a place where a little local 

knowledge goes a long way, where 
a street-art-splashed laneway or 
anonymous building might harbour 
that perfect co� ee shop, or a bar you’ll 
remember for years. 

It’s mighty easy to get around, too, 
whether by bike, on foot, or on the free 
city-circle tram that rumbles 
picturesquely around the centre. And 
should ground-level exploration feel 
a little too run-of-the-mill – I mean, 
anyone can enjoy Melbourne at walking 
pace, right? – you can even admire the 
city from aboard a helicopter or a hot air 
balloon or a roof top bar.  

While the city has some seriously 
strong human-made attractions – from 
the hallowed turf of Melbourne Cricket 
Ground and the buzzy vibe of South 
Melbourne Market to the fantastically 
varied National Gallery of Victoria – it’s 

2  wanderlust.co.uk

Victoria’s hip capital is the gateway to 
the state and the rest of Australia

MELBOURNE
VISIT VICTORIA
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Melbourne was o�  cially
 the capital city of the whole 

of Australia for 26 years 
between 1901 and 1927 

before the capital shifted 
to Canberra. 

Did you know?

1 The Aboriginal Heritage Walk in the 
Botanic Gardens o	 ers visitors a vibrant 

90-minute cultural experience where the 
Indigenous guides provide a unique insight 
into the history of both the gardens and its 
traditional owners – the Kulin (Koolin) people. 

2The best way to get to know a city is by 
exploring the streets on foot. Get your 

walking boots on for a Hidden Secrets Tour, 
which guides you through some of 
Melbourne’s little laneways and arcades.

3Get a literal overview of Melbourne’s 
most iconic sites by taking a hot-air 

balloon ride over the city – catch it as the 
sun breaks over the skyscrapers. 

4Take a tram down to Melbourne’s 
beachside suburb, St Kilda, to enjoy 

its easy charms: relax with an afternoon 
drink by the seaside at Captain Baxter 
and dine at Australian dining 
landmark Stokehouse. 

5 Melbourne is at the heart of the 
Australian sports culture, and 

a morning with Melbourne Sports Tours 
explores its crown jewels. Visit revered 
sites like Flemington Racecourse (home of 
the Melbourne Cup) and the hallowed turf 
of the Melbourne Cricket Ground.

For more destination information go to: 
visitmelbourne.com

also a place where nature looms large. 
And we’re not just talking about the 
scenic treats that lie within Melbourne’s 
urban borders, such as the 1,000 little 
penguins that call the St Kilda 
breakwater home, the Royal Botanic 
Gardens or the wide Yarra River that 
flows through the heart of town. These 
are all assets of which any city would be 
proud, but they’re just the start of the 
outdoor o� ering here. Some of Victoria’s 

most incredible flora and fauna, as well 
as many of its most imposing 
landscapes, are within easy reach of the 
centre, from the raw coastal splendour 
of the Great Ocean Road to the wildlife 
haven that is Wilsons Promontory. 

Melbourne is a city surrounded by 
nature, not to mention an incredible 
array of uniquely Australian 
experiences. You couldn’t hope to find 
a better starting point for your trip 
Down Under, whether you’re taking on 
a state-wide road tour, cherry-picking 
Victoria’s highlights or even heading o�  
to Sydney and further afield. 

Melbourne draws praise the world 
over for its style, graceful good 
looks and easy-going approach to 
life. But the best way to really 
understand what the fuss is about? 
Pay a visit yourself.

wanderlust.co.uk  3
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SELF-DRIVE
To experience the full spread of  
Victoria’s flora and fauna, nothing  
beats the flexibility of a car or 
campervan. The state’s compact size 
and natural diversity makes it prime 
road-trip territory.  
TOP TIP: Make sure you give yourself   
wiggle room to slow down for beach 
stops, wildlife-watching and more. 

ON FOOT 
The state is laced with countless 
excellent hiking trails, from long-
distance undertakings such as the 
104km Great Ocean Walk to scenic 
strolls like the 1.8km Triplet Falls 
Rainforest Walk.
TOP TIP: Want to see the best of Wilsons 
Promontory? Take on the 34km-return 
Refuge Cove hike.

BY SMALL GROUP TOUR
Pass over the logistics – and your 
luggage – to a tour organiser on  
a personalised visit of Melbourne and 
the greater Victoria area; fewer people 
in your group mean that you get  
a greater say on your itinerary as well as 
better access to locations the big tours 
have di�iculty reaching. 
TOP TIP: Take comfy walking shoes and 
weather-appropriate clothing.   

ON A BIKE
Victoria is a superb cycle-touring 
destination, with most of its key outdoor 
attractions accessible by bike. The state 
also has dozens of ‘rail trails’ – paths 
following disused train lines that are 
now perfect for cycling. 
TOP TIP: Here in late November? Join 
the annual Great Vic Bike Ride, an 
eight- or nine-day tour through the 
countryside.

HOW TO EXPLORE 
VICTORIA

VISIT VICTORIA
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Victoria is home to more than 
30% of all Australia’s native 

animal species, 139 mammal 
species including kangaroos, 
wallabies, koalas, possums, 

wombats, platypus  
and echidnas. 

Did you know?

VISIT VICTORIA
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WILDLIFE THE BIG FIVE
Where to spot Victoria’s most emblematic animal inhabitants

2  WOMBATS

1  KANGAROOS
Think Australia, think kangaroos. 
Grey or red, big or small, a ’roo 
bouncing along at full speed is 
a classic Australian sight. Victoria 
is as fine a place as any to see the 
animals, whether grazing in mobs, 
peeking out from scrubland, or 
tending joeys at twilight.    
If you want to see them… You’ll 
find kangaroos everywhere but 
keep your eyes peeled at dusk or 

dawn in the Grampians National 
Park, when the resident ’roos are 
most often on the move. 
If you want to try o�  the beaten 
track... You never know when or 
where one might hop along, but 
the area around the coastal town 
of Anglesea, close to Melbourne, 
is home to a large number of 
grey kangaroos – there are even 
resident mobs on the golf course!

Don’t be fooled by their soft-natured 
appearance. Wombats might look 
cuddly, but their strength and speed 
(oh, OK – and their adorable furry 
faces) make them a thrill to see in the 
wild. Found only in Australia, they 
grow to a metre in length and use 
their powerful claws to dig burrows.      
If you want to see them… Wilsons 
Promontory National Park is arguably 

the best place in the country to spot 
wild wombats, with the bolder ones 
strolling right through the campsite.  
If you want to try o�  the beaten 
track... The Wombat State Forest in 
the Macedon Ranges, 48km west of 
Melbourne, lives up to its name. For a 
better chance to see these nocturnal 
creatures, Wombat Discovery Tours 
can take you into the forest after dark. 

Wombats may look like the 
cuddliest things on the planet  

but physical contact is 
a defi nite no-no. They are 
defensive of their territory 

and can be aggressive 
to intruders.

Did you know?

6  wanderlust.co.uk
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5  PLATYPUS
The elusive platypus is one of 
Australia’s most unusual inhabitants: 
an egg-laying mammal with otter-like 
fur and a duck-like bill. Early scientists 
thought the animal was an elaborate 
hoax and, even today, catching sight 
of one of these creatures in the water 
is a pinch-yourself moment. 
If you want to see them… Lake 
Elizabeth, deep in the Otway Ranges, 

is one of the best places to view 
platypus in the wild. Take a canoe tour 
for an even more close-up encounter. 
If you want to try o�  the beaten 
track... Cross your fingers and head 
to rural stretches of the Yarra River 
east of Melbourne. Meanwhile there 
is a unique, well-managed platypus 
experience at Healesville Sanctuary, 
just 60 minutes out of Melbourne. 

3  LITTLE PENGUINS
You don’t need to go to Antarctica 
to see penguins in the wild. Victoria 
is home to tens of thousands of little 
penguins, best spotted waddling up 
beaches as evening falls. The world’s 
smallest penguin species, they reach 
an average height of just 33cm.  
If you want to see them… Take a 
trip to Phillip Island, a 90-minute 
drive from Melbourne, and where an 

estimated 32,000 little penguins 
make their home. Their sunset 
parade is a sight to behold.  
If you want to try o�  the beaten 
track... Go eye-to-eye with these 
icons at the Underground Viewing 
experience, part of Phillip Island 
Nature Park’s commitment to wildlife 
and environmental conservation and 
research (limited to 70 people max).

4  KOALAS
No creature sums up Australia 
quite like the koala: they’re 
cute, they doze for up to 
20 hours a day, and they eat 
eucalyptus leaves by the kilo 
– the animals gain most of the 
moisture they need from the 
vegetation they consume. 
If you want to see them… 
Head to Cape Otway on the 
Great Ocean Road, where 
the drive to the lighthouse 
throws up sightings. Nearby 
Kennett River is another hot spot, 
while the Koala Conservation 
Centre on Phillip Island is an 
obvious location to spot the 
sleepy marsupials. 
If you want to try o�  the beaten 
track... Try French Island, just 
south of Melbourne, or Raymond 
Island, 300km further east.

wanderlust.co.uk  7
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Get there in Singapore style
Choose the world’s most-awarded airline to get your Victoria visit o� to the best start

If air carriers had passports, 
Singapore Airlines’ would be 
packed with the kind of stamps 

you daydream about. Destination-
wise, it has the world covered, with 
travellers to Australia in particular 
benefiting from that famous service: 
with 150 weekly flights to the country, 
Singapore Airlines is its most regular 
visitor, boasting nine gateways across 
Australia, including Melbourne, 
Sydney, Brisbane, Perth, The Gold 
Coast, Cairns, Darwin, Adelaide and 
Canberra – and it does so in style. 

No carrier in the world has received 
more awards than Singapore Airlines. 
It draws plaudits from tour operators, 
aviation specialists and, above all, 
from those who matter most – its 
passengers. In 2018 it was voted the 
world’s best airline by both the 
Skytrax and TripAdvisor awards. 
Why? Simple. By providing an 
end-to-end stress-free experience, 
no matter where in the world you’re 
heading, it turns the journey itself 
into a memorable part of an 
international trip. And with four daily 
flights from London Heathrow [travel 
time 21hrs 25mins including transit 
time at Singapore] and five weekly 
flights from Manchester, it o�ers no 
shortage of choice.     

Getting personal
But the airline o�ers more than just 
a glowing reputation. It also has a 
commitment to the future, and on 
‘Making Every Journey Personal’, 
it continues to put travellers first. 
Whichever cabin you fly in – Economy, 
Premium Economy, Business, First 
Class or Suites – you can expect a 
higher standard of care and service 
than you’d find elsewhere. 

Its Economy cabin has a generous 
32" seat pitch and a state-of-the-art 
entertainment system, while 
Premium Economy boasts leather 
seats, complimentary champagne 

and 38" legroom, and in Business 
you’ll find perks such as a full-flat bed 
and 100% Wi-Fi connectivity on all UK 
flights. All London flights also o�er 
First Class or Suite cabins, which 
both take things to another level.

  
Eat, drink, relax
Singapore Airlines takes hospitality 
seriously. Expect generous and 
gourmet cuisine across all classes,  
as well as an expertly chosen wine 
list. All special dietary needs are 
looked after, while the premium 
cabins ‘Book the Cook’ service
allows you to pre-order from an 
extensive menu including the likes 
of lobster thermidor and pad Thai. 

Other privileges for Singapore 
Airlines passengers include  
a partnership with Virgin Australia 
o�ering an extensive network of 
over 45 destinations in Australia and 
Trans-Tasman to New Zealand; 
discounted stopover holidays in 
Singapore, privileges at Changi 
airport and a seamless transfer 
experience for those flying on. 

Victoria is a world-class destination 
with a world-class capital, so it makes 
sense to arrive there with a world-
class airline. By placing your trust in  
a carrier that knows the globe like  
the back of its hand, you’re 
guaranteeing your adventure gets 
o� to the best possible start.     

8  wanderlust.co.uk
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P recious few stretches of coastline 
can rival Victoria’s Great Ocean 
Road. The 243km (151-mile) drive is 

a scenic tour de force – an Antipodean 
bonanza of rugged headlands, crashing 
waves and o�shore rock formations. Not 
for nothing is it considered one of the 
world’s most iconic road trips.

There are plenty of reasons why it has 
such cachet. It’s easily reached, for  
a start: just a 90-minute journey from 
central Melbourne brings you to the 
seaside town of Torquay, which marks the 
easternmost point of the drive. It also has 
history in spades – literally. The road was 
built by the picks and shovels of around 
3,000 returned First World War Australian 
servicemen, partly in tribute to their fallen 
colleagues. The road has been dubbed 
the world’s largest war memorial. But 
there are many ways to experience this 
coast line: try a walk along the beach at 
Gibson Steps or explore Loch Ard Gorge 
and the Bay of Islands all close by.

But for most visitors, it’s the 
attractions en route that make the Great 
Ocean Road a world-class prospect. 
From formations such as the Twelve 
Apostles – impressive limestone stacks 
standing sentry o� the coast – and the 
rainforests of Great Otway National Park 
to the surf breaks at Bells Beach and 
human-made landmarks such as the 
Split Point Lighthouse, the highlights 
keep coming. At Kennett River, there’s 
even the chance to spot koalas. 

It’s very much a journey to savour 
rather than rush, and if you really want  
to take things at a sedate pace, be  
aware you don’t even have to drive –  
the walk on/walk o� Great Ocean Walk 
hiking trail covers much of the same 
route (with the added bonus of letting 
you drift o�-piste wherever you fancy), 
and can be broken down into 
convenient chunks. Consider hiring  
a guide to get the most out of this 
ravishing stretch of coastline. 

GREAT OCEAN ROAD
Savour coastal scenery, history and wildlife along this iconic route

10  wanderlust.co.uk
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Thought Australia was all outback 
and beaches? Think again. The 
Grampians National Park features 

a magnificent sandstone mountain 
range shaped by valleys, ridges, forests 
and waterfalls. Of Victoria’s countless 
natural wonders, none arguably carries 
quite the same sense of scale and 
majesty as these peaks. The highest 
summit in the park, Mount William, is 
considerably higher than any in 
England or Wales. 

For outdoor nuts, the park’s vast 
network of trails provide the ideal way 
to experience the area’s nature and 
wildlife for yourself; the new Grampians 
Peaks Trail let’s you circumnavigate the 
national park at your own discretion 
(with guided or supported touring 
options also available). There are also 
routes for horse-riding and quad biking, 
while those mountains o�er some of 
the best rock-climbing and 
abseiling in Australia. But it’s  

a di�erent sort of rock that attracts 
many of The Grampians’ fascinated 
visitors: the park is also home to the 
highest concentration of Aboriginal 
rock art in southern Australia.    

In the heart of the park – and full of its 
own resident kangaroos – the town of 
Halls Gap provides an obvious base for 
exploring further. The views are 
spectacular, and there’s the chance to 
spot everything from wallabies to 
emus. Other characterful towns are 
scattered across the area, and the 
regional wines will delight anyone who 
favours a tipple after a day outdoors. 

There’s much to enjoy in the 
Grampians year-round, but if you find 
yourself here in spring, you may be 
lucky enough to catch the park’s 
wildflowers in full bloom. There are at 
least 20 species here not found 
anywhere else in the world –  

which only underlines just how 
special this place is. 

THE GRAMPIANS
Outdoor adventures, Aboriginal art and wildlife await in this majestic National Park 

Aboriginal clans have been 
connected to the Grampians for 
more than 22,000 years. Make 
sure you visit Brambuk – The 

National Park & Cultural Centre, 
for an insight into the  

park’s history.

Did you know?

VISIT VICTORIA

wanderlust.co.uk  11

Victoria_Editorial_thv12.indd   11 27/11/2018   12:42



www.singaporeair.com/visitmelbourne 

V ictoria’s wildlife comes in all 
shapes and sizes, but many 
visitors are still surprised to  

learn the state boasts an island where 
little penguins take a starring role.  
Less than 90 minutes from Melbourne 
by road, and attached to the mainland 
by a short bridge, Phillip Island has all 
manner of selling points but is known 
chiefly for its colony of super-cute  
little penguins, the world’s smallest 
penguin species. 

Most visitors time their trip to witness 
the penguins’ nightly return to their 
burrows, when they emerge from the 
sea after a hard day’s fishing and waddle 
back up the beach. It makes for a 
wonderful sight – just one of many on 
o�er here. The island is also home to a 
colony of around 25,000 fur seals; 
visitors can take a Wild Ocean Eco Boat 
Tour out to Seal Rocks to see them in the 
wild (as well as exploring Nobbies 
sea-cave). If you’re here during 

the May to October migration season, 
you may even sight humpback or 
southern right whales o�shore.

On top of that, the island features a 
Koala Conservation Centre, peaceful 
wetlands and an array of golden 
beaches. It’s a great spot for 
birdwatching, while road-tripping 
surfers can almost always find  
a sheltered break to catch some waves. 

Spend at least two days on the Island 
to enjoy the peaceful bays and beaches 
perfect for swimming, ride a bike or 
take a hike along the coastal trails.  
Don’t miss the Antarctic Journey,  
a partnership between the WWF and 
Phillip Island Nature Parks, and immerse 
yourself in a multi-media wildlife 
experience. It’s not all serene pleasures 
though: the island has a motor-racing 
heritage dating back to the 1920s, and 
its Phillip Island Circuit – home to 

Superbikes – provides a perfect 
detour for adrenaline junkies.

PHILLIP ISLAND
From little penguins to peaceful hikes, this o�shore haven has plenty to lure you in

Make the most of Phillip Island 
with a great value 5-Park Pass, 
includes the Penguin Parade, 
Koala Conservation Centre, 
Antarctic Journey, Churchill 

Island and Wild Ocean  
Eco Boat tour.

Did you know?
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T he locals like to think of Wilsons 
Promontory National Park as  
a nature-rich bolthole for those in 

the know, and when you see its 
swooping spread of beaches, cli�s and 
gullies for yourself, you’ll understand 
why they’re keen to keep it to 
themselves. Sitting at the end of  
a broad peninsula in the Gippsland 
region, ‘the Prom’ is a relaxed three-
hour drive south-east from Melbourne 
and o�ers some of the best wildlife-
viewing opportunities in the state – 
which is saying something.

Rosellas, echidnas, emus and 
kangaroos can all be spotted if your 
luck’s in, but the park is best known for 
its wombats. These barrel-shaped 
bundles of fur are as likely to be  
spotted close to your campsite as they 
are along the many hiking trails that 
thread through the park. Walking is by 
far the best way to experience just what 
makes the Prom so special, with paths 

snaking o� to quiet coves, forested 
valleys and granite mountaintops. 

The park itself caters to all budgets – 
you can park your camper, put up a tent 
or stay in the permanent tented 
Wilderness Retreat – but everyone gets 
the same access to its natural wonders. 
This is a place where you can easily find 
you have an entire beach to yourself.

And if you fancy a di�erent perspective 
on the Prom’s natural beauty, try joining  
a sightseeing cruise along its shoreline, 
from where its handsome headlands, 
fertile gullies and unique rock formations 
are laid out in all their glory. Join Wildlife 
Coast Cruises in the search for the 
majestic humpback whales during their 
southerly migration September to 
November and enjoy the spectacular 
views of the coastal formations and 
remote bays. Enjoy sightings of diverse 
marine wildlife and seabirds, including 
the shy albatrosses, Australian fur seals 
and common dolphins. 

WILSONS PROMONTORY
This locals’ secret is a coastal wilderness packed with wildlife and walking trails

VISIT VICTORIA
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ROAD TRIPS
Compact yet incredibly diverse,  
Victoria is a dream driving destination

14  wanderlust.co.uk
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M aps can be misleading. Victoria 
might look small compared to 
the rest of Australia – it makes 

up just 3% of the national landmass – but 
it’s a world unto itself. More than 30% of 
all native Australian mammal species are 
found in the state, where mountains, 
rainforests and fiercely beautiful coastal 
scenery all vie for attention. 

All of which makes it a world-class 
road-trip destination. A self-drive 
itinerary is perhaps the single greatest 
way of exploring Victoria, with its 
manageable distances, varied wildlife 
and magnificent routes. The state  
might be compact, but it holds 
incredible diversity – much of it right  
on Melbourne’s doorstep. Here are  
three of the best options for four-
wheeled adventure.

 
Great Southern Touring Route 
The ‘great’ in the title is no idle boast. 
Departing from Melbourne, this epic 
road trip begins with the extraordinary 
shore-hugging drive that is the Great 
Ocean Road, where o�shore rock 
formations, cli�-backed beaches  
and heritage-rich towns combine to 
create one of the most iconic stretches 
of road in the world. 

Appetite whetted? There’s plenty more. 
After leaving the coast at the western 

end of the Great Ocean Road, the 
route snakes northwards through 
picturesque Dunkeld to reach 
Halls Gap and the rolling 
mountains of the Grampians 
National Park. It’s somewhere to 

linger at length, particularly if 
you’re keen to spot native 

echidnas, emus and kangaroos. 
Once you’ve had your fix of outdoor 

activity, the drive continues eastwards 
to reach the heritage town of Ballarat, 
noted for its art galleries, botanical 
gardens and gold rush-era architecture. 
From here, it’s an easy drive back to 
Melbourne. Allow at least five days for 
the trip, or more if you want to really 
savour the spectacular sights.

It’s easy to rent a car in 
Melbourne – there are many 
depots at the airport or in the 
city’s Central Business District 
(CBD), within walking distance 

of Flinders Street Station.

Did you know?

VISIT VICTORIA
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www.singaporeair.com/visitmelbourne 

Iconic Wildlife Touring Route
The beauty of the area is that all its regions 
can easily be combined. For the ultimate 
wildlife adventure turn on the ignition and 
take around eight days to enjoy this 
flora- and fauna-focused road trip, 
placing the emphasis firmly on the state’s 
furred, finned and feathered inhabitants.

First up is Wilsons Promontory, a coastal 
National Park that’s one of the best places 
in Australia to see wombats as well as 
emus, kangaroos and a huge amount of 
sealife. If you’re here between September 
to November, look for migrating whales. 
Next up, Phillip Island is the place to spot 
little penguins and fur seals, while on the 
Mornington Peninsula you can swim 
with weedy seadragons and dolphins.

To follow, take a short ferry across Port 
Phillip Bay to the Bellarine Peninsula then 
brace yourself for the creatures on and 
around the Great Ocean Road, from 
kangaroos and koalas to tiger quolls and 
platypus. Finish up with a stop in the 
birdlife-rich Grampians for cockatoos, 
lorikeets, honeyeaters and corellas, as 
well as those copious, iconic ’roos. 

Victoria is justly famous for  
its wildlife – but be watchful 
those iconic animals don’t  
get too close to the road,  
especially at dusk when  
its prime feeding time  

for kangaroos. 

Top tip

Go Beyond Melbourne
Heading to Victoria’s south-east brings 
rewards of its own and there’s a fine 
assortment of five-day road trip itineraries 
to help you best enjoy this massively 
diverse area – the Yarra Valley and the 
Dandenong Ranges, Phillip Island, the 
Mornington Peninsula and the Bellarine 
Peninsula – depending on what most 
drives your travels.

Those looking to be immersed in 
wildlife and wine can find themselves 
swimming with dolphins and seals in Port 
Phillip Bay; foodies can spend a quintet of 
days having their tastebuds tingled by 
award-winning cuisine and some of the 
world’s leading wine producers (the Yarra 
Valley is famous for its pinot noir). 

If you’re looking to kick back a little, you 
can indulge in tru�fles, hot-air ballooning 
tours and the laidback Dandenong 
Ranges; the area can equally act as  
a vast, interactive five-day play-park for 
families, where kids (and adults) can 
spot endangered species on Moonlit 
Sanctuary’s lantern-lit tour, or take a 
surfing lesson on Phillip Island. 

VISIT VICTORIA
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Few destinations can match Victoria for photographic 
grandeur. Whether driving the coastal wonders of the 
Great Ocean Road, trekking the rugged hills of the 
Grampians or strolling the forests of French Island 
(complete with resident koalas), there are countless 
chances to test your photography skills. This is 
where bringing a compact, mirrorless camera really 
pays o� , which is why Visit Victoria and Nikon are 
o� ering you a chance to win a brand-new Nikon Z 6 
and NIKKOR Z 24-70mm f/4 S lens kit (£2,699). 

The Z 6  is ideal for documenting Australia’s landscapes 
and culture. Featuring 24.5 e� ective megapixels, the 
full-fledged camera boasts great usability. Light and 
compact, it’s easy to sling in a bag and take on a road trip, 
or even on a bike ride along the ‘rail trails’ that weave 

the state. And with it supporting a wide range of ISO 
(100–51,200), it’s perfect for getting the most from those 
dawn and dusk shots. The camera’s clear electronic 
viewfinder and touch-operable monitor bring comfortable, 
easy operation even to novice photographers. 

Just as impressively, the Z 6 doubles as an e� ective 
video camera, with 4K UHD movie recording letting you 
capture Victoria’s coastal roads when on the move; the 
Full-HD 100/120p function lets you create a cinematic, 
slow motion record of your journey.  Meanwhile, the 
versatile NIKKOR Z 24-70mm f/4 S lens enables you to 
shoot wide landscapes and zoom in to delicate details 
of local culture, in sharp, high-quality pictures. So, 
when it comes to capturing everything that Victoria 
has to o� er, Nikon puts you in the clear.  

WIN! A NIKON Z 6 CAMERA 
AND LENS WORTH £2,700

HOW TO WIN
Visit Victoria and Nikon are o� ering 
one lucky reader the chance to win 
a fabulous new Z 6 camera and 
NIKKOR Z 24-70mm f/4 S lens kit. 
For a chance to win, all you have 
to do is answer the following 
question correctly:

Q Summerland Beach
 is famed for its little 

penguins, but on which 
Victoria island is this found?

a) Raymond Island
b) Phillip Island
c) French Island

To enter and for full terms, conditions and 
data policies, go to visitmelbourne.com. 
The closing date for entry to this 
competition is 15 February 2019.

Get the most from your Victoria adventure by capturing its beautiful landscapes in perfect clarity

or even on a bike ride along the ‘rail trails’ that weave has to o� er, Nikon puts you in the clear.  

© Dominique Cherry, shot with a Nikon Z 6 in Melbourne
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As Australia’s most frequent visitor, Singapore Airlines, together with SilkAir 
and Scoot, fly to nine destinations Down Under. Choose from four daily 
flights departing from London Heathrow, or one of the five weekly flights 
from Manchester, to Singapore and connect seamlessly to Australia.
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