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Contact your editorial team with any news, articles or items for 

the next issue, everything welcome:- 

Lexi Gordon-Finlayson & Amanda Thompson 

Email: wardingtonwarbler@gmail.com 

DEADLINE for next issue 

(November) of the Warbler: 

26th October 2018, 5 pm 
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If you have a favourite 

recipe that you would like 

to share, we’d love to hear 

from you!  Please send it to 

the warbler email address 

on the front page, or drop it 

in to Cobweb Cottage. 

GOOEY CHOCOLATE BROWNIES 
 

Makes 16 
 
Ingredients 
140 gms unsalted butter 
200gms dark chocolate chopped 
 (use 70% Cadburys Dark chocolate) 
225gms golden caster sugar 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
A pinch of salt 
2 large eggs at room temperature, beaten 
1 large egg yolk at room temperature 
85gms plain flour 
 
Method 

Preheat oven to 180C/gas mark 4 and line a 20cm square tin with baking 
parchment 

In a bowl set over, not in, a pan of simmering water, melt the butter with the 
chocolate. Remove the bowl from the heat and allow to cool slightly 

Stir in the sugar, vanilla and salt. The mixture will be somewhat grainy 
Mix in the beaten eggs and egg yolk until smooth. Fold in the flour and stir for 

about a minute 
Pour the mixture into the prepared tin and bake for about 25/30 mins or until a 

skewer inserted into the middle comes out with moist crumb (not wet batter) 
attached to it 

Allow to cool in the tin and then cut into squares with a sharp knife 
 
Delicious! 

This issue of the Wardington Warbler could not start without wishing the wonderful Evelyn 
Phillips a very Happy 100th Birthday!!  The lady, herself, has been good enough to jot down a 
few memories which you can find on the opposite page. 
 This issues photographs (penultimate page) come curtesy of Annabel Eynon, Nikki Stell 
and Roderick Stell - beautiful photos of our beautiful village. 
 The recipe was submitted by Nigel Bankes - if you haven’t tasted his baking up to this point 
then I must encourage you to frequent one of the many village charity events throughout the 
course of the year.  These brownies are particularly good - happy baking! 
  There are quite a few village based events happening in the coming weeks: the Harvest 
Supper is always a lovely get together and the Cricket Club Fun Day does exactly what it says 
on the tin! 
 All contributions are always gratefully received here at Warbler HQ, so don’t be shy and 
perhaps have a go at writing something - an event report or about the house you live in perhaps 
- send us a recipe or perhaps a lovely photograph of our gorgeous village.  We look forward to 
hearing from you… 
 
Lexi and Amanda 
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Need a tutor? 

Tutoring in all three sciences up to GCSE and A level 

Biology offered.  Experience of teaching ages 8-18.  

References available and flexible hours possible. 

 

Please contact Lexi on 07743895054 

Are you signed up to receive email updates from the 

Wardington Village website? 

To find out information about the Cinema Club, upcoming events and other things happening in 

the Village, go online and subscribe to email updates. 

No. 2, The Greensward, 
Wardington 
 
April 23

rd
 

 
To The Editors Lexi & Amanda, 
 
May I just say how much I enjoy reading the Warbler, I look 
forward to it.  I think the coloured pictures are a great asset. 
 So many times I thought of writing something in your 
book, my mind bobbles left on thinking I will tell you a little 
about my life.  I am an O.A.P. 
 I have lived in Wardington since 1950 and seen many 
changes but life is what you make it.  My husband had just 
come out of the army, we lived in Swalcliffe with my parents 
when we had a letter telling us we could have the key to 2 
The Greensward, Wardington.  We were so thrilled and soon 
moved in with two little girls.  She went to the village school, 
my husband biked to Banbury.  I know what it’s like to be 
lonely but as time went by I soon made friends, I went to 
Church.  The Farmer and his wife (…..) were nice to us and 
we attended events at the Village Hall.  In our road, there 
were plenty of young children, Abbie and ….. joined the 
British Legion. 
 So I do think the village has changed, there are a 
number of new people that come along.  The coffee morning 
is great at the Hare and Hounds, we have …. 3

rd
 Thursday in 

the month but do try and mix in the Village.  I have made 
many friends.  I came here when I was thirty and now I’m 99 
years of age.  Two lovely daughter and one son and I am 
very happy in my life, so lets see a few more faces at the 
Hall.  I could go on but I just wanted to say there is no need 
to be lonely. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Evelyn Phillips 
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Did you know…? 
On the last Thursday of every month at 2pm there is a village tea held at 

The Memorial Hall.  So if you would like a cup of tea, a slice of cake 

and to meet some new people, please come along as you would be very 

welcome! 

NEWS FROM ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH 
 
SAFARI SUPPER 
 
The Friends of Wardington Church wish to thank all those who supported this year’s Safari 
Supper on midsummer’s evening. The weather was lovely for Pimms in the churchyard, supper 
parties around the village and a very happy get-together for pudding and cheese back at the 
Memorial Hall. The evening raised £660 towards updating the lighting in the nave.  
 
 
CHURCH FLOODLIGHTING 
 
As previously reported we are very grateful to those in the village who routinely sponsor a week 
or weeks at a time. For the record the sponsors for the remainder of the year include: Tom 
Rutherford, Caroline Wild, Jilly Turl, Brenda Mortimer, Roderick & Nikki Stell, Clive & Philippa 
Hunt, Malcolm Patterson and Mark Abbiss. 
 
Until this year the floodlighting has only been on in sponsored weeks or during major Church 
festivals. Now it is switched on throughout the year but clearly there is an increased cost, 
especially in the winter. A glance at the floodlighting calendar in the Church porch will show that 
there are still some unsponsored weeks later on in the year. The cost is only £15 per week – why 
not consider marking a family anniversary or birthday by having the Church specially floodlit for 
that week? 
 
Full details and an application form can be found at http://www.wardington.net/st-mary-
magdalene/ or on the table adjacent to the south door of the Church or contact Clive Hunt 
(758087). 
   
 
LEAD THEFT 
 
Regrettably the increase in the value of lead has once again brought with it a new spate of lead 
thefts especially from church roofs. In the past six weeks there have been thefts from churches 
as close as Drayton, Horley and Wroxton. As many will remember our church was a victim of 
such a crime in 2013 which could have been even worse if it had not been for the vigilance of 
some neighbours at 4.00am.  
 
There is a security system on the roof but there is no replacement for everyone being on the look
-out for anyone or anything suspicious around the Church. If you do please contact Clive Hunt 
(758087), Roderick Stell (758301) or Nigel Bankes (750500) in the first instance and/or the 
Police if immediate reporting is required.       
 
 
HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 
This year’s Harvest Supper celebration, sponsored by the Friends of Wardington Church, will 
take place on the evening of Saturday 6

th
 October in the Memorial Hall. The Harvest Festival 

service will be the following morning in the Church at 10.00am. 

http://www.wardington.net/st-mary-magdalene/
http://www.wardington.net/st-mary-magdalene/
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Getting to know your 
ancestors 

 
This is the Revd Marsh Kirkby 
of Wardington (1915 - 1929).  
His great-great-grandson has 
sent this photo of him - can 
any reader identify the location 
where it was taken? 
 
Answers on a postcard, or an 
email will do just as well! 

ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH 
Services: August 2018 – October 2018 

 
Please check Church notice board and the Church monthly newsletter for further 
information and confirmation of these times. 
 
SUNDAY SERVICES 
 
 August  5

th
  10.00am     Summer Songs of Praise    

 August  12
th
  9.30am     Fairport Communion Service - Cropredy  

 August  19
th
      No service See noticeboard for other services  

 August  26
th
  10.00am  Holy Communion          

  
 September  2

nd
     10.00am  Family Service 

 September  9
th
    10.00am  United Benefice Communion – Mollington 

 September 16
th
   10.00am  Family Communion  

 September 23
rd

     8.30am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 September 30

th
   No service See noticeboard for other services  

 
 October  7

th
    10.00am  Harvest Festival 

 October  14
th
    10.00am  United Benefice Communion – Gt Bourton 

 October  21
st
     10.00am  Family Communion 

 October  28
th
     8.30am  Holy Communion (BCP)  

  
WEEKDAY SERVICES 
 
 September       19

th
     9.00am  Morning Prayer 

  
 Every Tuesday    12.00noon Midday Communion (Iona Liturgy) -   
         Cropredy 
 
(No service: 14

th
 / 21

st
  Aug, 11

th
 Sept or 16

th
 Oct)  
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MEMORIAL HALL NEWS 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 2018 
The meeting took place on 19

th
 July. The principal matters covered can be summarised as 

follows:  
 

Chairman’s Report   
Current hiring of the Hall continues to be good with regular hirers including the Pilates, Zumba 
(twice weekly) and Pound Fitness all with Debbie Young, Ballet Fitness with Ginny Steven, Gym 
Classes, Bowls Club, Parish Council, Monthly Afternoon Teas, Over 60’s Club and Cinema 
Evenings. Private bookings, including wedding receptions, have also continued at a good level in 
the current year. However use of the Lady Wardington Room for small business meetings has 
been poor and this will require addressing.  
 
The Trustees’ future strategy for the Hall is unchanged as: 
• To continue to provide an events/activities facility primarily for the Wardington community 
• To develop hiring and usage of the Hall through ‘word of mouth’ communication, not costly 

advertising  
• To maintain the Hall to a high standard and thus ensuring a competitive edge over similar 

local halls  
• To maintain ‘village’ hiring rates as low as possible whilst maintaining the premium 

chargeable to non-village hirers. 
 

Treasurer’s Report  
Financially the year to 31

st
 March 2018 was a further successful year with the following being the 

key points: 
• Overall turnover at £9,496 was lower than the previous year due entirely to the plan to 

reduce the number of cinema nights. Hall hire income was exactly the same as in 2016/17.    
• Operating expenditure, which included redecoration of all the service areas, was in line with 

the previous year. However a reduction in light and heat costs was more than offset by the 
new cost of WiFi.  

• The overall operating surplus was down from £2,163 to £1,615 but it was still considered 
possible to transfer £2,500 to the Capital Account for future enhancements to the hall’s 
facilities 

• The Fête last summer raised £1,867 from which a donation of £750 was made to Katherine 
House Hospice. 

• Finally on the Balance Sheet the hall’s assets at the end of the year were £7,601 compared 
to £11,136 at the end of the previous year 

The full accounts can be viewed at http://www.wardington.net/memorial-hall/  
 

Property Report  
 The overall condition of the hall remains good with no major defects during the past year  
 All the service areas were redecorated – once again all in the same colour!  
 The re-furnishing of the Lady Wardington Room was completed 
 The fencing and landscaping of the terrace area was completed 
 Staging blocks to provide a temporary stage were acquired   
 Four new small tables have recently been purchased to start to replace the ancient card 

tables 
 Planned maintenance to the overall facilities (subject to funding) includes: 
 Sanding, oiling and re-sealing the oak flooring 
 Addressing the condensation issue in the main hall  
 

 

http://www.wardington.net/memorial-hall/
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The  

needs you! 

 

Pay £1 a month and you could 

win: 

 

1st Prize £20 

2nd Prize £10 

 

The winners are drawn monthly. 

 

To join, please get in touch! 

 

Contact 

wardingtonparishcouncil 

@hotmail.co.uk 

if you have any further questions 

 

All proceeds go towards 

playground maintenance and 

inspections. 

Election of Officers & Management Committee  
Clive Hunt, having indicated so last year, stood down as Treasurer and as a member of the 
Committee. The meeting formally thanked him for his ten years’ service including the difficult 
period of the hall refurbishment. He continues as Chairman of the Trustees.    
 
The following were elected for the coming year:  Paul Bimson (Chairman & Acting Secretary), 
Hugo Terry (Treasurer), Bridget Elworthy, Harry Gordon-Finlayson, Steve Mackenzie-Lawrie, 
Andrew Pearson, Amanda Thompson, James Wild and Anne Wilkins.  

HALL – TEMPORARY CLOSURE  
The hall will be totally closed during week-commencing Monday, 27

th
 August to facilitate the 

sanding, oiling and re-sealing of the oak flooring. 

TO BOOK THE HALL 

E-mail: wardington.hall@btinternet.com or call Paul Bimson: 01295 758855 or Hugo Terry: 01295 
758513 

mailto:wardington.hall@btinternet.com
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Be Water Aware this summer 
 
With the weather warming up, long sunny days and the 
summer holidays in sight, there is a temptation to cool off in 
one of Oxfordshire’s many rivers and inland waterways.  
Whilst there may not be any river monsters waiting down 
there, unfortunately rivers and waterways can be very 
dangerous places - 255 people accidentally drowned in 2017 
in the UK. 
 
That’s why at this time of year Oxfordshire’s Fire and Rescue 
service is reminding all residents to Be Water Aware to help 
every stay safe this summer. 
 
Would you know what to do? 
Knowing what to do when someone gets into trouble in the 
water could help save someone life: 
CALL: 999 
FLOAT: tell them to float on their back 
THROW: something that floats 
      ...an DO NOT jump in yourself 
 
Find out more at www.365alive.co.uk/BeWaterAware 

Thames Valley Police Community Meetings 
 

The community forum group is an opportunity for you to have a voice when it comes to policing 
your community!  The purpose of these meetings is for you to help us understand what really 
matters to you.  Our aims are to build community resilience and take early action to resolve local 
priorities.  We already have members of the public from lots of other community groups in 
attendance and this is a great way of working together to creat a safer neighbourhood. 
 
The next meetings are: 
 Banbury Town Community Forum - 28th August, 1830 at Banbury Mosque 
 Banbury Ruscote, Hardwich, Neithrop Community Forum - 30th August 1830 at The 

Sunshine Centre, Banbury 
 Banbury Rural Community Forum - 29th August 1830 

at Deddington Fire Station 

Highways maintenance briefing 
 
Currently on www.wardington.net the is a 
briefing that has been sent by Eddie Gibb, 
Head of Communications for Oxfordshire 
County Council.  This document is intended to 
explain their approach to road maintenance, 
along with some facts and figures 

Wardington Parish Council is 

looking for….. 

Someone to check the 

playground on a regular basis to 

ensure it remains up to scratch at 

all times,  Please contact a 

Councillor or the Clerk for more 

details. 
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CROPREDY WI  AUTUMN WORKSHOP 
SATURDAY 10th NOVEMBER 

Cropredy Village Hall 
 

Silver Clay Jewellery – impressive results,  but simple to make 
An exciting new development using silver clay in paste form.  When fired, it’s 99.9% pure silver 
With help from specialist tutors at this all-day course, transform a real leaf into a pure silver leaf 

to create a stunning pendant or ear-rings.   Attractive rings and brooches can be achieved in just 
one day! 

 
For availability after or more information, 

please contact Christine on rncm_garland@yahoo.co.uk 
Members meet on the 2

nd
 Tuesday of the month.    Why not join in this autumn?  Hear about the 

history of Witney Blankets in September, or enjoy a talk and workshop on mosaics in November. 

Two photographs taken from roughly the same place showing The Hare and Hounds Pub. 
The lefthand photograph was taken by Anon. in 1927 and the righthand photograph was taken by 

Mike Pollard in 2013. 

mailto:rncm_garland@yahoo.co.uk
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Did you know that Wardington has a new 

Facebook Group? 

 
Wardington Village community page 

 
This is for anyone to post information or ask questions on by it will also be 

used by Wardington Parish Council to disseminate information 
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Gardener’s Diary 
 
August is usually the warmest month of the 
year and your summer bedding should be 
flourishing, so take time out from gardening to 
enjoy the colours and scent in your garden, but 
don’t neglect the watering!   
 
Watering 
All plants will need your attention to survive 
through any dry spell, baskets, pots, borders 
and even lawns will rely on you watering them. 
Where possible use recycled water and place 
saucers under all pots and containers to catch 
excess water. Ensure you keep on top of the 
task as once things dry out it is very difficult to 
get them to retain water as well as they 
previously did, so little and often is better than 
leaving it until they keel over. Keep 
rhododendrons, azaleas and camellias well 
watered to ensure good flower bud formation, 
water hydrangeas with colourant for guaranteed 
blue flowers next year. Liquid feed all bedding 
plants, peppers and cucumbers to encourage 
new flowers. Switch to a high potassium feed 
for tomatoes, cucumbers and peppers this will 
help the fruits to set meaning higher yields. 
Tomatoes need consistent watering to avoid 
them picking up the dreaded blossom end rot.                                                                                                                    
 
Garden Maintenance 
Perennial weeds are best treated in active 
growth so choose the correct weedkiller and 
apply to the weeds foliage, it will kill them off at 
the root meaning no re growth. Hoe out annual 
weeds as they will take valuable moisture from 
the soil and multiply rapidly if you let them 
flower. Grass tends to grow less during the very 
warm weather so when you do mow cut on a 
high blade, don’t worry too much about grass 
browning it will usually recover when rain 
appears. Watch plants such as phlox, 
chrysanthemums, nicotiana and roses for any 
signs of mildew or rust and treat immediately if 
affected. Trim your box plants back into shape 
in the evening once the sun has gone down to 
avoid the leaf edge burning. 
 
Wild Bird Care  
Please ensure that a supply of fresh drinking 
water is available and when feeding use a seed 
mix, nyger seed, sunflower hearts and 
mealworms rather than high fat content suet 
balls or peanuts during the summer months.  
 
Pruning and Dead Heading 
Keep all of your bedding plants dead headed, it 

not only enhances the look of the plant but it 
encourages more new flowers to form quickly, 
so well worth the effort. Remove tired leaves 
from hardy geraniums to encourage a new flush 
of growth. Dead head dahlias, removing smaller 
flowers if you are growing for larger blooms. 
Prune back old rosemary and lavender flowers 
and remove any flowers that form on herb 
plants you are using for culinary use.  
 
Fruit and Vegetables 
Lift and pot strawberry runners and cut out any 
old fruited raspberry canes. The vegetable 
garden will be full of produce to pick now, pick 
regularly and don’t let anything bolt, harvest 
courgettes whilst reasonably small to stop them 
maturing into marrows and freeze excess 
produce including beans, spinach and herbs. 
Keep crops protected by netting or hang 
unwanted CD’s and place spinning windmills 
amongst the vegetable garden to deter birds 
from eating them. We have a new range of pest 
deterrents called Grazers, these are applied 
onto the plants foliage and the bitter taste stops 
slugs, snails, birds, rabbits and caterpillars 
eating the leaf, we have had encouraging 
feedback from customers who have already 
tried these products. Ventilate your greenhouse 
and apply shading if it is situated in full sun, 
damp down greenhouse floors on hot days to 
maintain humidity levels but do not do this in the 
evening as it encourages pests and disease 
particularly on tomatoes. 
 
Plants Looking Good This Month:                                                                                              
Many herbaceous perennials are coming into 
colour this month and will continue flowering 
well into autumn. Suggestions to brighten up 
your border would be, dwarf chrysanthemums, 
crocosmia, rudbeckia, gaillardia, salvia, aster, 
phlox, sedum, and verbena. 
Patio roses have an abundance of smaller 
flowers above dark green foliage, they are ideal 
for planting into decorative pots and placing on 
a sunny patio or by your front door. 
 
Monthly suggestion; 
After visiting the Garden Centre why not treat 
your children or grandchildren to playtime in our 
free undercover sandpit, you can also enjoy 
refreshments from our café at the same time or 
indulge in a refreshing ice cream.  
 
I look forward to seeing you all soon and 
remember free advice is always available. 
Regards 
Craig 
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Gardener’s Diary 
 
September welcomes Autumn which is natures 
ideal time for planting due to the warm and moist 
soil conditions. With colourful plants such as 
cyclamen, pansy and many herbaceous perennials 
there are no excuses for not adding some 
delightful new plants to your garden. 
 
Garden Maintenance 
Powdery mildew on chrysanthemums and asters in 
particular can be a problem, there are few if any 
products available to treat the problem so remove 
and destroy the worst affected leaves and try to 
increase air flow around the plant. Clear pathways 
and patios of moss/algae and continue fighting the 
weeds. Perennial weeds are vulnerable to weed 
killer in the autumn, a glyphosate based product is 
usually most effective, ask us for specific advice.  
 
Hanging Baskets 
Do not delay in planting up your winter baskets, 
the earlier you plant them up the better as it 
enables the basket to establish before the colder 
weather. Rather than having to dismantle your 
summer baskets why not plant a second set of 
baskets with winter flowering pansies and violas, 
add spring bulbs and evergreen foliage then grow 
them on in an unheated greenhouse so they are 
ready to hang once your summer baskets have 
finished flowering. Deadhead and liquid feed 
summer baskets to give another month’s life! 
 
Planting  
Autumn is nature’s time for planting! Containerised 
shrubs, trees, conifers, perennials and climbers all 
benefit from planting now. Move existing plants 
within your garden if needed, dig out as much root 
as possible, replanting with decent compost, use 
mycorrhizal fungi to enhance root development 
and drench the soil around the root ball, support 
the plant and water daily. Spring flowering bulbs 
are now ready to plant including the unusual 
Muscari Mount Hood which has a beautiful fragrant 
blue flower with a white hood or the new variety of 
multi headed red flowered tulip called Estatic. Why 
not naturalise narcissi and tulip bulbs in the lawn, 
simply throw a handful of bulbs into the air and 
plant them where they land. What fun!  We also 
have showcase bulbs: crocus, tulips and prepared 
hyacinths enabling you to create your own colour 
theme. Remember to plant prepared hyacinth 
bulbs by 22nd September for Christmas flowering.  
 
Pruning 
Prune climbing roses once flowering has finished, 
removing dead or diseased growth. Tie in any new 
shoots. Take cuttings of annual plants you wish to 
propagate e.g. fuchsias or geraniums, dust with 

rooting powder and grow them on under glass. 
 
Lawns - Harden up your lawn by applying an 
autumn lawn food. Do not use summer feed and 
weed from mid-September onwards as they have 
the wrong nutrient content. This is the ideal month 
to repair lawns with turf or reseeding, aerating and 
scarifying can also be done now. Raise your 
mower blade to high and mow less often. 
 
Fruit and Vegetables 
Continue to harvest autumn raspberries, 
blackberries and vegetable crops, remember you 
can freeze any excess produce! You will be 
surprised just what you can freeze to use later on. 
Start digging any remaining potatoes before they 
incur any slug damage and store in paper or 
hessian sacks. Plant over wintering vegetable 
crops such as garlic, onion sets, turnips and 
spinach.  
 
Birds  
Our autumn range of bird care products are now 
arriving, we have the usual competitive prices 
across the range including large bulk bags and 
tubs of suet balls. Peanuts can now be 
reintroduced alongside your chosen seed mix. 
Nyger thistle, sunflower hearts and mealworm are 
firm favourites with most garden birds.  
 
Plants looking good this Month; 
Cyclamen- Most bedding types are hardy to 
around –5C so can be used in tubs, baskets and 
sunny borders for instant colour. 
Heuchera; A very popular hardy perennial grown 
for their colourful foliage, endless varieties are 
available with colours from purple to lime green, 
yellow to pink, all are evergreen and great for 
planting in borders. 
Dwarf Chrysanthemums - compact in growth and 
are covered in brightly coloured flowers. They are 
great as stand alone plants in pots or used in 
sunny well drained borders. 
Violas & Pansies; Both of these are great as 
autumn bedding plants. They perform well 
throughout the winter producing many flowers. 
Viola flowers are smaller than pansy flowers. 
Cupressus Goldcrest;  the vivid lime green foliage 
gives this conifer a fresh look, they are great used 
in the centre of hanging baskets or containers. 
 
Monthly suggestion; 
Friday 28

th
 September will see us host our annual 

Macmillan Coffee Morning, from 9.30am until 12 
noon we will be serving delicious cakes and coffee 
and all the money taken will be donated to this 
worthwhile charity so please bring along your 
family and friends and join us for a fun filled 
morning. 
Regards 
Craig 
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FAIRYPORT 
 
Come to Cropredy during Fairport 9 – 11 August and see all the scarecrows!  Last summer there were over 40 
scarecrows around the village, and an allotment and wishing well at April Cottage in Red Lion Street.   Over 
£1,700 was raised for the appeal on behalf of Oxford Children’s Hospital opened its doors for the first time.  As 
the hospital in Headington celebrates its 10th anniversary, it needs to raise vital funds to support sick children 
and families, and we hope to raise even more this year. 
 
We’ve had Bear-port, and Scareport – and in August the theme is Fairy-port, with scarecrows based on fair-
ytale characters.  Will there be lurking wolves, terrifying giants or 
beautiful princesses, children heading for a gingerbread house or 
Rapunzel at the top of a tower?  If you’re coming to the festival, 
spend time spotting them around the village, and then vote for 
your favourite scarecrow. 
 
The appeal aims to raise £2m towards a new 62 bedroom “Ronald 
McDonald House” for parents to stay close to their poorly young-
sters and to fund other vital equipment. Plans for the facility were 
approved in July last year and the four-storey building will have 
248 beds.  Inside the hospital itself, money donated to the appeal 
will buy crucial bedside monitors for every child that constantly 
check heart rate, blood pressure and temperature.  Money will al-
so be spent on a new outdoor play area to be used by upward of 
30,000 children treated at the hospital each year. 
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Wardington Garden Club 
 

The Wardington Swifts: An Illustrated Talk on Swifts by Chris Mason 
Wednesday November 21 at 7.45pm  

Wardington Memorial Hall 
 

We are very lucky to have a thriving small colony of Swifts in Wardington.  
Through good years and bad their numbers have been slowly increasing. 
Nationally they are threatened. Chris Mason is the Oxfordshire authority on 
these magnificent small birds.   

 
 
 
 
Come and join us, everyone is welcome   
Wine and soft drinks provided 
There will be a small charge of £3  
for non-Garden Club members  

Reliable cleaner available 

for domestic cleaning.  

Excellent references.  Please 

contact Amanda on 

07790035227 

Wardington Cricket Club 
would like to thank 

 
The Community Led Plan 

Wardington Parish Council 
Williamscot Committee 

 
For their generous donations 

which have enabled them to pur-
chase vital equipment to main-

tain the club and field. 
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Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this newsletter, the editors 

cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors that may occur.  The editors reserve the 

right to edit and amend any articles submitted for publication. 

 
 
 
 
Twist and Shout - Thursday 20th September 
 
Our outing this year will once again go to Wicksteed Park for one of their excellent 
daytime shows.  All those who went last year thoroughly enjoyed the show and this time 
the theme is the music of the 60's.  The day includes lunch and tea and cake in the interval 
of the show.  Coach travel will be provided and the Coach will be leaving at 10am.  We will 
leave Wicksteed for the return journey at 5pm.  The cost is £20 for over 60's and £25 
for others.  Please contact Anne on 758167 or Jane on 750316 to book your place. 
 

Bingo 
 
The next bingo will be in the Memorial Hall on Friday 21st September.  Doors open at 7pm 
for 7.30pm start. 
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Have you been on the Wardington website? 
www.wardington.net 

The village website contains lots of information about the village, 
including church services, up and coming events, and the new welcome 

pack. 
You can also sign up to receive emails when new information is posted. 

01295750645 

 

 

What’s on at The Hare and Hounds 

 

“I would like to thank everyone involved with the successful event on 

the weekend 20-22nd July. 

 “We raised £3000 for CLIC SERGENT - a charity for children with 

cancer. 

 “Thanks to the musicians, BBQ chefs bar staff, Pat and Biddy 

Baker and their band of lovely helpers. 

 “It was not our intention to upset any with our music, but 

obviously, by the telephone complaint we received from Upper 

Wardington, we did.  It is just a once a year event for charity and plenty 

of notice is given.  However, having now had our first complaint in eleven years, we have 

reluctantly decided that we must put a stop to holding the event. 

 “We apologise to our loyal customers, helpers and musicains who have supported us over 

the years.  Thank you, it was great fun. 

Carol and Jamie” 

Our new charity 

for this year is: 

For forthcoming events at 

The Hare and Hounds 
please see the village pages in the Ban-

bury Guardian 

All Evelyn Phillips’ friends at 

The Hare and Hounds 
would like to wish her a very happy 

100th birthday 
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Wardington Village Cinema 

“The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Pie 

Society” 

Wardington Village Cinema 
Friday 7th September 

Doors open at 7.15pm, for a start at 8pm  

£4.50 for concessions and £6.50 standard.  

Based on the best-selling novel, Lily 

James (Mamma Mia! Here We Go 

Again, Cinderella, Baby Driver) plays 

free-spirited writer Juliet Ashton, who 

forms a life-changing bond with the ec-

centric Guernsey Literary and Potato 

Peel Pie Society when she decides to 

write about the book club they formed 

during the occupation of Guernsey 

during WWII. 

From the producers of The Best Exotic 

Marigold Hotel and with an all-star cast 

including Michiel Huisman, Glen Pow-

ell, Jessica Brown Findlay, Katherine 

Parkinson, Matthew Goode, Tom Cour-

tenay and Penelope Wilton comes a 

compelling romantic drama with an in-

triguing mystery at its heart. 

Please inform us as soon as possible if you plan to attend: 

Sam Young - 01295 750871    Email:  wardingtoncinema@hotmail.com 

Paul Bimson - 01295 758855   Website:  http://www.wardington.net 
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Mr Nigel Bankes (Chair) 

Home Farm House Williamscot 

Tel: 750500 

nigel.bankes@btinternet.com  

Mr Malcolm Patterson (Vice Chair) 

The Old Granary, Wardington 

Tel: 750014 

mandhpatterson@btinternet.com 

Mrs Lexi Gordon-Finlayson (Parish Clerk) 

Cobweb Cottage, Wardington 

Tel: 758117 

wardingtonparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk 

Mr George Page 

Sabins, Upper Wardington 

Tel: 758122 

george.ros.page@hotmail.com 

Mrs Amanda Pascoe 

The Mounts, Upper Wardington 

Tel: 758433 

amanda.pascoe@hotmail.com 

Mr George  Martin 

Babbington Barn, Williamscot 

Tel: 07990690505 

george@thomasmartin.co.uk 

Mr Andrew Crossley 

The Limes, Upper Wardington 

Tel: 758705 

crossley_andy@yahoo.co.uk 

Mr Bob Jarrett 

2, The Old Vicarage, Wardington 

Tel: 758084 

bob.jarrett6@btinternet.com 

Cherwell District Councillor: Mr Ken Atack 

ken.atack@cherwell-dc.gov.uk 

Oxfordshire County Councillor 

Mr George Reynolds 

Grange Farm, Shutford, OX15 6PB 

Tel: 780479 

HS2 Community Drop-in Sessions 
 
There is one last drop in session to be held in Chipping 
Warden Village Hall on 7th August, 11am - 2 pm. 
 
This is an opportunity to chat with Fusion and HS2 about 
plans.  Fusion are working with local communities to keep 
them informed, and will provide dates in advance of impactful 
works, ranging from meetings with local community 
stakeholder groups, to holding further resident engagement 
evenings. 

For the purposes of GDPR: 
  
To all those who are 200 club members, the parish council holds 
a list of all the members for the purposes of the monthly 
draw.  If anyone is unhappy that their name is on this list, could 
they please let me know. 
  
Lexi Gordon-Finlayson 
Clerk to Wardington Parish Council 
01295758117         wardingtonparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk  

Please could all residents be mindful of taking their bins back in 

after collection day - they can cause a hazard to pedestrians and 

pushchairs, whilst also being unsightly.  Thank you! 

Please could people using the noticeboards in the village for 

advertising of events ensure they remove their notices when 

the event has passed.  Thank you! 

mailto:wardingtonparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
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Wardington Parish Council Meeting – Minutes – 22.05.2018 
 

Location: Wardington Memorial Hall 
Date: Tuesday, 22nd May 2018 (7.30 pm) 
In Attendance: Mr N Bankes (Chair), Mr M Patterson (Vice 
Chair), Mrs Alexandra Gordon-Finlayson (Clerk), Mrs Amanda 
Pascoe, Mr George Page, Mr George Martin, Mr P Chapman 
Apologies: Mr R Jarrett, Mr A Crossley 
 
Agenda Items 
1.0 Minutes of previous meeting signed 
2.0 Matters arising from previous minutes 
2.1 Eurogarages – was expected to come up at CDC planning 
committee meeting this month but now probably in June 
instead.  Unsure why it has been put back.  Mr P Chapman is 
involved.  Rosie Burke has made some effective objections to 
the scheme 
2.2 HS2 drop in sessions – WPC in agreement that showing the 
plans for HS2 in Chipping Warden is not the same as showing 
them in Wardington.  Mr R Jarrett is pursuing this issue. 
2.3 HS2 progress – Cllr G Reynolds has made WPC aware that 
there is money available to help ease problems caused by the 
long term disruption associated with HS2.  WPC suggested 
that something should be done about the pavement along the 
A361 through the village in order to improve the safety for 
pedestrians, horses and riders, cyclists etc.  Email sent to Cllr 
Reynolds to this effect. 
3.0Planning 
3.1 New 
3.1a 18/00737/LB Mr Graham Osborne Lower Lodge Street, 
Williamscot 
Single storey rear extension and re-cladding and re-roofing of 
existing single storey roof extension, insertion and alteration 
of window and doors and internal alterations.  Mr P Chapman, 
Mr N Bankes and Mr G Martin declared an interest.  WPC no 
objections. 
3.1b 18/00615/F Mrs Julie Burnett, Cannons Ward Street, 
Williamscot 
Conversion of the loft space with the addition of dormer 
windows to the rood and addition o f a front entrance porch. 
WPC no objections 
3.1c 18/00205/DISC Mr and Mrs N Douglas, Postbox Cottage, 
Banbury Road 
Discharge of conditions 3 (Stone sample), 4 (Brick sample) and 
6 (Doors, windows and glazing details of 17/01645/LB.  WPC 
no objections 
3.1d 18/00757/F Mr D Skipworth-Mitchell, The Nook, Thorpe 
Road 
RETROSPECTIVE – Variation of Condition 2 of 14/01538/F – 
Amended plans.  WPC no objections 
3.2 CDC decisions 
3.2a 18/00449/F Pubstuff, Williamscot Road industrial estate 
Refurbishment, extension of and roof replacement to existing 
warehouse on existing concrete footprint.  PERMISION 
GRANTED 
4.0 Finance 
4.1 Invoices 

100938 OPFA subs   £42.00 
100939 CFO subs   £55.00 
100940 CDC Dog Bin   £288.29 
100941 Mrs G-F (Clerk’s pay)  £346.74 
100942 HMRC (PAYE)   £86.60 

100943 Parish Magazine Printing  £258.00 
100944 Parish Magazine Printing ( £29.25 
100035 Wardington Cricket Club £1000.00 
100036WPC (allotment path)   £696.00 

4.2 Playground 200 club draw 
April draw: 
100668 Mrs E Norriss (1st)   £20.00 
100669 Mrs G Crossley   £10.00 
May draw 
100670 Mr I Franklin (1st)   £20.00 
100671 Mrs S M Cunniffe   £10.00 

5.0 Parish business 
5.1 Alzheimers society are appealing for new volunteers – 
WPC agreed should go onto website. 
5.2 RoSPA safety inspection (playground) to take place in July.  
Unsure as to who is currently checking the playground in-
between RoSPA inspections?  Mr Ian Marshall has done 
previously, clerk to speak with him about continuing. 
5.3 CDC Open Space and Play Areas Strategy assessment 
regarding accessibility has taken place.  Can be seen on 
application to the clerk. 
5.4 OOC Town and Parish Liason Event – Wednesday 18th July, 
6-9pm Banbury Town Hall 
5.5 Casual vacancies OALC shown to WPC but no one took an 
interest. 
5.6 Chris Hoy sent an email regarding the water running 
through the village – it is due to natural springs that are 
present through the village.  Ground water levels have been 
very high recently making them more bountiful than normal.  
HS2 has been made aware and Thames Water are reluctant to 
take responsibility. 
5.7 Email received from Mr Clive Hunt asking whether the 
grass should be cut down the pathway to the very narrow 
kissing gate opposite the church – as per the grass cutting 
contract with N R Prickett it should be.  Clerk to email to 
confirm this. 
5.8 Email received from Mr Clive Hunt asking about whether 
the grass around the Wardington entrance “gates” could be 
strimmed by N R Prickett to make the village look more tidy – 
the safety aspect of this was discussed and WPC resolved to 
ask N R Prickett about the feasibility of it.  Suggested that it 
might be nice to paint them as well.  There is a question as the 
gates may have to be moved by HS2, Richard Warren to be 
asked (no point in painting them if they are to be removed). 
5.9 WPC has been emailed regarding safety/removal of the old 
phoneboxes in the village.  Clerk to contact BT about having 
them taken away. 
 
6.0 AOB 
6.1 Mr G Martin to meet with Andrew Steven regarding linking 
the facebook page and the website. 
6.2 Playground noticeboard positioning decided.  RoSPA to be 
contacted regarding appropriate signage. 
6.3 Mr M Patterson informed the WPC that the Community 
Led Plan Fund has donated the last amount of money (£500) 
to Wardington Cricket Club to help fix the electrics in the 
pavilion. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.30 pm. 
 
The next meeting will be held on 19th June at 7.30pm. 
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Wardington Parish Council Meeting – 
Minutes 

 
Location: Wardington Memorial Hall 
Date: Tuesday, 19

th
  June 2018 (7.30 pm) 

In Attendance: Mr N Bankes (Chair), Mr M 
Patterson (Vice Chair), Mr George Page, Mr 
George Martin, Mr R Jarrett, Mr A Crossley, 
Apologies: Mrs Amanda Pascoe, Mr P 
Chapman, Mrs Alexandra Gordon-Finlayson 
(Clerk) 
 
Agenda Items 
1.0 Minutes of previous meeting signed 
2.0 Matters arising from previous minutes 
2.1 Eurogarages – The  CDC planning 
committee is meeting on June 21

st
 at 4pm. 

Nobody from the parish council is able to 
attend. However, Mr Clive Hunt will be 
attending on behalf of CPRE and has offered to 
represent the village. Council agreed to accept 
Mr Hunt’s kind offer and will advise him 
accordingly. 
2.2 The village gates and signs need attention. 
It was decided to enquire about the vegetation 
(grass and hedgerows) obscuring them, being 
cut back by our current grass cutting contractor. 
HS2 are proposing to move and replace the 
gates as part of their mitigating measures. More 
clarification from HS2 was required on this 
matter.  
2.3 The responsibility of the playground 
maintenance should be addressed and in the 
absence of any volunteer from the village, 
council is to investigate the possibility and costs 
of periodic checks by an outside contractor. 
 
3.0 Planning 
3.1 New 
3.1a 18/00757/F Mr D Skipworth-Michell, The 
Nook, Thorpe Road 
RETROSPECTIVE – Variation of condition 2 of 
14/01538/F – Amended plans’ 
Mr Andy Crossley declared an interest in this 
issue. WPC no objections. 
3.1b 17/01044/F Mr Monte Blackburn, Land 
between Daventry Road and m40 
Development of land to the north east of 
Junction 11 of the M40 Banbury, to provide a 
22,150sqm industrial building (Class B8); two 
office buildings of 3716sqm each (Class B1); 
Motorway Services Area with amenity building, 
Petrol Filling Station (with canopy, fuel pump 
islands, ancillary convenience store and food to 
go outlet) and HGV Parking; creation of new 
vehicular accesses of the A361 together with 
associated alterations to the highway; parking 

and circulation; landscaping, drainage and 
associated works. (see point 2.1) 
3.2 CDC decisions - None 
 
4.0 Finance 
4.1 Invoices 
100945 Mrs Morgan – Internal Audit  

      £150.00 
100946 BHIB - WPC Insurance Renewal 

       £413.93 
100947 Mr N Prickett     £741.60 
100948 Mrs G-F (Clerk’s pay) £346.54 
100942HMRC (PAYE)   £86.80 
4.2 Playground 200 club draw - It was agreed to 
postpone the Playground draw and it will be 
made at the Safari Supper on June 23

rd
. 

4.3 Year End Accounts – These were presented 
to council.   
The Annual Governance Statement was 
approved and signed. 
The main year to year differences in 
expenditure were discussed.  The year-end  
bank balance was higher than the previous 
year, with the brought forward total increasing 
from £31,004 and now standing at £32,823.                                           
The Accounts Statement for Income and 
Expenditure were duly approved and signed. 
 
5.0 Parish business 
5.1 Village benches – These are in the process 
of being painted and council commented that  
they are very pleased with the results.  
5.2 Memorial grants – A letter has been 
received from WMT Grants acknowledging the 
receipt of our Grants Pre-application form for 
the cost of cleaning the Wardington memorial. 
The letter stated that there was a high demand 
for grants and defines the parts of the work that 
are eligible for funding.  
 
6.0 AOB 
6.1 Mr M Patterson requested that council 
investigate the possibility of getting OCC 
highways to mark the road between Church 
Close and the A361 as a strictly no parking 
area. A recent occurrence had resulted in the 
bus service being unable to pass until the 
offending vehicle was removed.  

 
The meeting closed at 8.30 pm. 
 
The next meeting will be held on 24th July at 
7.30pm. 
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Events Diary 
   

Date Time Event Place 

7th August (Tuesday) 11am-2pm HS2 Community Drop in Session Chipping Warden Hall 

9th - 11th August  Fairport Cropredy Festival Cropredy 

9th - 11th August  FAIRYport Cropredy 

12th August (Sunday)  Wardington Cricket Club Fun Day Wardington Playing Field 

18th August (Saturday) 10am-4pm Thames Valley Police Open Day TVP’s Training Centre, 

Sulhamstead 

18th August (Saturday) 10am-2.30pm Highways Depot Open Day Deddington Depot 

29th August (Wednesday) 6.30 pm Banbury Rural Community Forum - 

Policing 

Deddington Fire Station 

30th August (Thursday) 2 pm Village Tea Memorial Hall 

1st September (Saturday) Afternoon Village Fete Wardington Manor 

7th September (Friday) 7pm for 7.30pm Wardington Cinema Club Memorial Hall 

20th September (Thursday) 10.30am/7pm Winter Hanging Basket Workshop Barn Farm Plants 

20th September (Thursday) 10 am Over 60s Club Day Out Wicksteed Park 

21st September (Friday) 7pm for 7.30pm Over 60s  Bingo Memorial Hall 

27th September (Thursday) 2pm Village Tea Memorial Hall 

28th September (Friday) 9.30am-12noon Macmillan Coffee Morning Barn Farm Plants 

6th October (Saturday) 7.30 pm Harvest Supper Memorial Hall 

22nd-26th October  10am-3pm Pumpkin Hunt Barn Farm Plants 

25th October (Thursday) 2 pm Village Tea Memorial Hall 

10th November (Saturday)  Silver Clay Jewellery Cropredy 

18th November (Sunday) 11am-4pm Cropredy Painting Group 

Winter Exhibition 

Cropredy Village Hall 

21st November 

(Wednesday) 

7.45 pm Garden Club Talk - Swifts Memorial Hall 


