
An historical narrative of the early church providing historical, theological and 
practice insights into the ‘ekklesia’ established by the Apostles.  It is not 
comprehensive focusing mostly in Peter and Paul. 

From Jerusalem to Rome



• The Acts of the Apostles, or the Acts of the Holy Spirit?
• Πράξεις τῶν Ἀποστόλων

• Luke – Luke 1:1-4, Acts 1:1 (Col 4:14, 2Tim 4:11, Philem 1:24)
• The ‘we’ sections of the book: (16:10-17, 20:6-16, 21:14, 27:1-28:31)
• Writing style of Luke and Acts is similar, using medical technical terms
• ‘according to Luke’ is attached to the manuscripts.
• Irenaeus in ‘Against Heresies’ states that Luke wrote the gospel.

The Authorship of Acts



• Probably AD 62-63
• Prior to the Neronian persecution of AD 64
• Christianity still seen as a sect of Judaism, a religio licita of the empire
• Prior to the Roman wars against the Jews culminating in the destruction of Jerusalem 

in the period AD 66-72

The date of writing



Possible timeline



Posssible timeline



• Second half of the gospel of Luke – an accurate and historical account. 
• Defence of Christianity as a fulfilment of OT scriptures (83 verse quotes)
• To show the ministry of God the Holy Spirit so as to encourage the believers
• Perhaps to mend any potential breach or rivalry between Paul and Peter
• To show how the Gospel of Jesus is for all peoples.

The purpose of writing



• Acts 1:8 seems to provide a basic structure:
• But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my 

witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and in Samaria and even to the remotest part 
of the earth.

• The ‘sermons’ recorded in the book also provide an outline of progression as the 
message spreads

• The Key individuals: Peter, Stephen, Phillip, Saul/Paul, Peter, Paul & Barnabas, Paul & 
Silas & Timothy, Paul & Luke

The structure of Acts



• Mt 23:34-39, Lk 21:12-24: Therefore behold I am sending you prophets…some you 
will kill…that upon youmay fall the guilt of all the righteous blood shed on earth…all 
these things shall come upon this generation…behold your house is being left to you 
desolate…for I say to you, from now on you shall not see me until you say’blessed is 
He who comes in the name of the Lord!’

• Mt 21:43: Therefore the kingdom of God will be taken away from you, and be given 
to another nation producing the fruit of it

• Mt 16:18: and I say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.

• Luke 24:47-49: repentance for forgiveness of sin whould be proclaimed to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem…but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with 
power from on high.

Some Key background scriptures to Acts



• Transitional book:

• From a focus on Israel to a focus on the Church
• From a focus on the Jews to a focus on Gentiles
• From Christ being present to the Holy Spirit being Present
• From the rule of Mosaic law to the rule of the Spirit in the Church

Some Key interpretative issues in Acts



• Jesus spoke of the ‘coming’ of the Holy Spirit in Jn 7:37-39

• Jesus spoke of ‘another helper’ to be with you and in you. Jn 14:16-17

• Jesus spoke of this Helper who will teach the disciples all things Jn 14:26

• Jesus spoke of the Holy Spirit as one who will come when He leaves Jn 16:7-15

The new working of the Holy Spirit in Acts



• Three great feast of Israel: Passover & Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits of the Harvest, 
Ingathering Harvest in which all Jews were expected to be in Jerusalem (Ex 23:14)

• Variously Pentecost (50 days after Passover) is called the feast of weeks (Ex 34:22, 
Deut 16:10) feast of Harvest (Ex 23:16), day of Firstfruits (Ex 23:16, Num 28:26). 
Mostly called feast of Weeks (Heb Shavuot). In later days became the anniversary of 
the giving of the Law on Mt Sinai (Ex 19:1)

• The Ingathering Harvest was also called ‘the day of trumpets, and Booths.
• There is a beautiful picture in these Jewish festivals to the ministry of Christ – his 

death, his sending of the Spirit, and his return
• There is a corresponding picture of application for us as his followers:  our salvation 

story, our commitment to local church, our work for his return.

The feast of Pentecost in Acts



• Baptism ‘baptizo’ to immerse (repetitively), has the figurative sense of to ‘identify 
with’,  to unionise with.  

• It was used as the verb ‘to dye’, of Jewish ritual washings, to identify with 
martyrdom, to become ‘one with someone else’, to typify a new position.

• The word Baptize as it relates to the Holy Spirit is found in Mt 3:11, Mk 1:8, Luke 
3:16, Jn 1:33, Acts 1:5, Acts 11:16, 1 Cor 12:13.

• In baptism there are 4 parts to the sentence 
• Subject – who does the baptizing (not mentioned if the verb is passive)
• Object – The one receiving the baptism (not mentioned if it is general)
• An element – that which the subject uses to baptize with. Always a dative case showing 

the indirect object and means of doing the action
• A result or purpose that is implied or stated (shown by ‘eis’ = into)

The baptism of the Holy Spirit



• Mt 3:11 – I baptise you with water for repentance.

• Jn 1:33 – this is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit

• Acts 1:5 – but you shall be baptised with the Holy Spirit not many days from now

• Acts 11:16 – John baptized with water, but you shall be baptised with the Holy Spirit

• 1 Cor 12:13 – For by (dative) one spirit we were all baptised into (eis) one body

• 1 Cor 10:2 – and all were baptised (passive) into (eis) Moses in the cloud and in the 
sea

The baptism of the Holy Spirit



• Jesus baptizes us with Him into his body. (Jn 1:33, Acts 11:16, ! Cor 12:13) 
• Anointing us for understanding and ministry (Acts 10:38, 1 Jn 2:20,27, 2 Cor 1:21)
• Filling us so as we can exhibit the new life that is ours Eph 5:18, Acts 2:4, 3:9, 4:8,31, 

5:3, 6:3,5, 7:55, 11:24
• Authenticating to the world and unbelievers, by the gift of tongues, that God is doing 

something. (Pentecost and the birthday of the church) c.f. 1 Cor 14:21-22

The Spirit’s ministry with the new Covenant



• Acts1:1-26: The Disciples expectant and obedient for fulfilled promises.
• Acts 2:1-47:  The events of the day of Pentecost – The Church born by the Holy Spirit 

being given freely
• Acts 3:1-6:7  The Holy Spirit in action in Jerusalem through the Apostles.
• Acts 6:8-8:3 The beginning of expansion through persecution (Jesus fulfils Jewish 

history)
• Acts 8:4-40 The gospel proclaimed in Samaria – The Holy Spirit for all -including 

Samaritans)
• Acts 9:1-31 The conversion of Saul the persecutor (the prototype conversion (1 Tim 

1:16)
• Acts 9:32-11:18 Gentiles come to faith through Peter – The Holy Spirit for all –

including Gentiles (11:15-18)

An Outline











• Acts 11:19-13:3 The centre of Missional Christianity moves from Jerusalem to 
Antioch.

• Acts 13:4-14:28 The first missionary journey into Asia (d. Antioch, r. Antioch)
• Acts 15:1-35 The Great Jerusalem Council -Jesus for Gentiles confirmed!
• Acts 15:36- 18:22 The second missionary Journey to Europe (d. Antioch, r. Antioch)-

encountering Jews & Gentiles
• Acts 18:23 – 21:26 The Third missionary journey – Ephesus as a major centre (d. 

Antioch, a. Jerusalem)
• Acts 21:27-28:16 The journey to Rome: Reasoning with all. Paul’s great defences to 

Governors
• Acts 28:17-31 Summary of the ministry in Rome and letter writing. (Eph 3:1, Phil 1:7, 

Col 4:10, Philem 1:9)

An Outline



• The Galatians was written to the churches founded on the First Journey of Paul. 
Shortly after Paul founded the churches and left the region, there came into these 
churches a Jewish influence which declared that Paul was not a true apostle of Christ 
and that his message was badly flawed. They denied that people could be saved 
apart from the Mosaic Law and that Paul was teaching something false.  

• Paul wrote GALATIANS in order to counter these two accusations and to show that 
Jews and gentiles alike are justified by faith in Christ alone and that the Law (or “law” 
of any kind) plays no part in the justification or the sanctification of believers.  

• THE THEME OF THE BOOK: The book develops the idea that both justification and 
sanctification are received by faith in Jesus Christ alone apart from any works of the 
law.  The Christian life is begun by the powerful working of the Spirit and that it is 
lived by walking in the Spirit and not by adherence to the law.  The Law has been set 
aside as a rule of life.  When walking by means of the Spirit the fruit of the Spirit is 
produced, which is something that legalism or license cannot produce. 

Letter to the churches of Galatia



• THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK: Paul spent very little time in Thessalonica at the time of 
the church’s founding. He was forced out of town by a hostile mob led by the Jewish 
leaders. Since he had to leave so quickly, he was deeply concerned about the 
church’s welfare and later sent Timothy back to these new believers to instruct and 
encourage them. When Timothy returned to Paul (who was then in the city of 
Corinth), he informed the Apostle that the church was doing amazingly well under 
trials and persecutions. But not everything was as it should have been, as someone 
was questioning the ministry of Paul; there were some misunderstandings about 
prophetic truths; and there were several practical issues related to the Christian life 
that needed correcting.  

• THE THEME OF THE BOOK: There were several matters that needed the Apostle’s 
attention, but the key matter was related to prophetic truths. The RETURN OF THE 
LORD JESUS would be the basic theme of the book as here Paul develops the 
doctrine of the rapture of the Church. 

First letter to the Thessalonians



• THE PURPOSE OF 2 THESSALONIANS: Paul wrote 1 Thessalonians and that letter was 
carried by Timothy to the believers at Thessalonica.  Within several months Timothy 
returned back to Paul (who remained at Corinth) and indicated that there were still 
some issues that needed insight and direction from the Apostle. Two matters 
particularly required Paul’s input.  

• First, there remained some issues related to prophecy that needed development and 
clarification.  This additional teaching was necessary because there were those 
teaching that the Tribulation period had already begun.  

• And second, there was the need to deal with certain of the believers who refused to 
work and had become a problem within the church at Thessalonica.  This matter had 
been mentioned briefly in 1 Thessalonians but apparently the instructions given by 
Paul had not been heeded and so a more direct and forceful response was given by 
Paul. 2 Thessalonians was written and once again Timothy took Paul’s letter to the 
church.

The second letter to the Thessalonians



• THE PURPOSE OF THE LETTER: 
• This letter was second of at four known letters that the Apostle Paul wrote to the 

Christians at Corinth. While Paul was in Ephesus for some three years, he received 
several reports from Corinth that the believers were not maturing and that they 
lacked the wisdom of God and the love of God in their relationships with one 
another. 

• At this time a letter came from Corinth which asked a number of questions 
concerning such things as marriage, eating meat offered to idols, spiritual gifts and 
the public worship of the church. This letter of 1 Corinthians was written to deal with 
these many issues. 

The first letter to the Corinthians



• THE PURPOSE IN WRITING THE BOOK: This epistle was probably written shortly after 1 
Corinthians perhaps sometime in A.D. 56.  After writing 1 Corinthians, Paul sent Timothy to 
Corinth and Paul himself apparently also went (A visit not recorded in Acts). Furthermore, he 
later sent a very severe letter by Titus rebuking and warning the stubborn element in the 
church at Corinth. When Paul did not hear from Titus he became very concerned about the 
status of the Corinthian church and left himself to find Titus.  He found Titus in Macedonia 
and learned that the great majority of the believers at Corinth had responded favorably to 
the rebuke and had changed their attitudes and ways.  Paul was overjoyed and wrote 2 
Corinthians (which was probably the fourth letter he wrote to them).   

• THE THEME OF THE BOOK: This letter is the most personal of Paul’s epistles and reveals his 
deep feelings and desires to serve Christ and His people faithfully. It this epistle Paul reveals a 
great deal about the nature of the gospel ministry. This undoubtedly is one of the most 
significant letters in the New Testament regarding an authentic ministry for Christ, and it has, 
therefore, a special place in the lives of those who desire to serve Christ with a high level of 
excellence. The theme is the NATURE OF THE GOSPEL MINISTRY.

The second letter to the Corinthians



• THE PURPOSE IN WRITING THE BOOK: By combining the historical date found in the 
Book of Acts with statements made in both Romans and the Corinthian letters, it 
becomes evident that Paul wrote this epistle from Corinth while on his third journey. 
Paul spent about three months at Corinth towards the end of this journey and this is 
when he wrote Romans. Paul had wanted to go to Rome and minister to the church 
there but had not been able to up to this point. Paul apparently wrote this letter to 
give a comprehensive study of the doctrine of salvation and to inform then of his 
intentions to come visit them. He intended to go on to Spain and he wanted their 
assistance in that endeavor.   

• THE THEME OF THE BOOK: Paul demonstrated the sinfulness of man in the early 
chapters of this book and then revealed the one and only solution to the lost and 
hopeless condition of man. Paul makes it clear that man in incapable of producing 
righteousness by which he can be saved. The kind of RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH GOD 
REQUIRES AND PROVIDES is the basic theme of this epistle.

The letter to the Romans



• There are four letters that are placed into the category known as the “Prison 
Epistles”: Philemon, Ephesians, Colossians and Philippians.  These four epistles were 
written by the Apostle Paul while under house arrest in Rome as recorded in Acts 28. 
Some have speculated that Caesarea was the place where the letters were written 
while Paul was in prison there, or that it was in Ephesus that he wrote them.  
However, the evidence is good that the imprisonment being referred to is the one in 
Rome, and with this the majority of scholars are in agreement. Each of the letters 
refers to the Apostle’s imprisonment: Philemon 1:1, 10, 13, 23; Eph. 3:1; 4:1; 6:20; 
Col. 1:24; 4:3, 10, 18; Phil. 1:7, 13, 14, 17. Philemon, Ephesians and Colossians were 
probably written first and sent at the same time, while Philippians was likely the last 
one written towards the end of his confinement in Rome.  The letters were carried to 
their destinations by Tychicus, and by the runaway slave Onesimus (Philemon 1:10-
12; Eph. 6:21-22; Col. 4:7-9).  The epistle written to Phillipi was probably taken to 
that church by Epaphroditus.

The Prison Epistles



• THE PURPOSE IN WRITING THE BOOK: This epistle is very personal and is the least 
theological of Paul’s letters. Paul wrote this letter to his friend Philemon who lived in 
the city of Colossae.  The letter was written to intercede for Onesimus, the runaway 
slave of Philemon.  Apparently Onesimus had not only run away from his master 
Philemon, but had also stolen from him. Onesimus ended up in Rome and, through 
circumstances that are unknown to us, he came to the place where Paul was 
residing.  He was converted under Paul’s ministry and was now being sent back to 
Philemon.  Onesimus, under Roman law, could be put to death for what he had 
done, and so Paul intercedes in this letter for the slave Onesimus.  

• THE THEME OF THE BOOK: It is difficult to identify a theme, but perhaps it would be 
that of reconciliation and forgiveness. Philemon who had been shown grace and 
mercy by Christ is to translate that into life by dealing with Onesimus in like manner.  
He is reminded that he and his slaves are now brothers in Christ

Philemon



• THE PURPOSE IN WRITING THE BOOK: This epistle was written during Paul’s house arrest in 
Rome (A.D. 61-63) and was carried by Tychicus and Onesimus. This epistle was not written to 
address any particular doctrinal or practical problem, but rather was written to give 
instructions concerning life in the Body of Christ, the Church.  This letter called “Ephesians” 
seems to be a “circular letter”; that is, written with the intention of being read and circulated 
among a number of churches. The phrase in Ephesians 1:1 “in Ephesus” is not found in a 
number of the older and better manuscripts. This fact combined with the lack of personal 
references in the letter (which is very unlike Paul) and the lack of specific personal or church 
problems, leads many scholars to believe that it was intended for the wider audience of the 
churches in Asia Minor.  

• THE THEME OF THE BOOK: The basic theme of Ephesians is THE CHURCH, THE BODY OF 
CHRIST.  The Apostle speaks of Jesus Christ as the head and believers as part of the Body.  
The Body of Christ is made up of believing Jews and believing Gentiles.  This “mystery” of the 
church as one “new man” was not revealed in the Old Testament but was revealed through 
the apostles, and especially through the ministry of Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles.

Ephesians



• THE PURPOSE IN WRITING THE BOOK: Paul had never been to Colossae so this 
church was not founded by him.  However, one of his converts, Epaphras, was the 
founder and was now looking to Paul for some guidance and assistance in dealing 
with some problems. The church was being affected by heretical teaching and the 
Apostle wrote to deal with this doctrinal deviation, which was diminishing the Person 
and the work of Jesus Christ. 

• THE THEME OF THE BOOK: The basic theme of Colossians is the DEITY AND ALL-
SUFFICIENCY OF JESUS CHRIST. In this letter Paul is showing all the fullness (the 
“pleroma”) is to be found in Christ.  The fullness of deity resides in Him as does the 
fullness of saving power and grace.  Believers are complete in Him, having no need 
for anyone or anything else. The false teachers are wrong when they say that faith in 
Christ alone is not sufficient. This book is particularly powerful in dealing with 
various cults today. 

Colossians



• THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK: The church at Philippi seems to have been a real blessing and 
encouragement to the Apostle. Among other things they had given him financial support as 
he ministered elsewhere and one reason for this letter was to thank them for the financial 
gift that they had made to him. He also wrote to assure the believers that in spite of being 
imprisoned in Rome the gospel was not confined. He noted that he not only had the ability to 
continue preaching the gospel of Christ, but others at Rome had been inspired by Paul’s 
example and were now bolder in their giving out of the gospel as well. He may have also 
written to let them know that he was persuaded that he would be released from this 
confinement at Rome and intended to visit them. This epistle seems to have been written 
close to the end of Paul’s imprisonment since he indicates that it has already been of some 
length (1:14-17) and furthermore several trips that were taken by Epaphroditus are 
mentioned and this required time to accomplish.  

• THE THEME OF THE BOOK: This is a very personal letter that is filled with joy and 
thankfulness. Perhaps JOY IN THE MIDST OF CIRCUMSTANCES would be an emphasis of the 
book. The word “rejoice” (or similar words) occur sixteen times in this short epistle.  The 
letter also contains one of the great statements concerning the Person of Christ, as Paul 
speaks of Christ “emptying” Himself. 

Philippians





• Acts 2:14-36 Peter to Jews on the day of Pentecost
• Acts 3:12-26 Peter to Jews in the temple
• Acts 7:1-53 Stephen to the Jewish leaders on their history leading to Jesus
• Acts 8:26-39 Philip to a God fearing Gentile
• Acts 10:28-48 Peter to a God fearing Gentile 
• Acts 13:13-52 Paul to Jews on their history leading to Jesus
• Acts 15:6-29: the discussion about the role of the law for Gentiles
• Acts 17:22-34 Paul to Greeks showing the logic of faith in Jesus
• Acts 20:18-38 teaching the Elders at Ephesus
• Acts 22:1-21 Paul’s testimony to Jews
• Acts 24:10-21 Paul’s defence to Festus – who knew about the Way
• Acts 26:1-32 Paul’s reasoned testimony to Festus and Agrippa
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OT quotes in the book of Acts



• Acts 1:7-8, Acts 1:17, 21, Acts 2:39, 
• Acts 3:19, Acts 4:12, Acts 4:29, 
• Acts 5:29,32, Acts 6:3,5, Acts 7:49-5,
• Acts 8:32-33, Acts 9:22, Acts 10:33-34, 38, 
• Acts 11:16-18, Acts 12:13, Acts 13:1-3, 
• Acts 13:47-48, Acts 14:27, Acts 15:16-18
• Acts 16:1, Acts 16:31-33, Acts 17:24-27,
• Acts 18:10, Acts 19:19-20, Acts 20:20, 
• Acts 28-35, Acts 22:21, Acts 24:15-16, 
• Acts 26:18, Acts 28:28

Favorite verses:



• An understanding of what the Lord is doing in our country
• An understanding of what the Lord is doing in the world
• A renewed church prayer life
• An overcoming of fear in evangelism
• A commitment that there is ‘no other name given that men might be saved’

• Seeing churches that can plant churches
• For OM, as we seek to work with unreached people groups in this country 
• For OM as we seek to work around the world.

Why, How and What to pray for!
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