
The Doctrine of the Immutability of God 

An “incommunicable” attribute – a characteristic that He does not share with His 
creation or His creatures. 

 

Q 1. What is this doctrine? 

God’s “unchangeableness” – His unchanging and unchangeable nature 

W. Grudem, Systematic Theology, 163:    

“God is unchanging in his being, perfections, purposes, and promises…” 

• His being – He is unchanging by nature – ontologically  
• His attributes – His characteristics  
• His purposes – His plans are unchanging 
• His promises – He undertakes all that He promises to undertake 

God’s immutability arguable from logic: 

R. Reymond, A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith, 178: “[Philosophers] 
correctly argue that since God is a perfect being, he is incapable of any ontological 
change, since any change must be either for the better or for the worse. He cannot 
change for the better since he is already perfect, and he cannot change for the worse 
since that would result in him becoming imperfect.” 

 

Q 2. Is the doctrine biblical? 

God’s immutability is affirmed in the Bible.  

The unchanging nature of His being and attributes: Psalm 102: 25 – 27; Malachi 3:6; 
James 1:17; Hebrews 13:8  

The unchanging nature of His purposes and promises: Numbers 23:19; Psalm 33:10-11; 
Isaiah 46: 10; 2 Timothy 2:13  

Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology, 390: 

“[God] can neither increase nor decrease. He is subject to no process of development, or 
of self-evolution. His knowledge and power can never be greater or less. He can never be 
wiser or holier, or more righteous or more merciful than He ever has been and ever must 
be. He is no less immutable in his plans and purposes. Infinite in wisdom, there can be no 
error in their conception; infinite in power, there can be no failure in their 
accomplishment.”  

 



Q 3. What is this doctrine NOT teaching? 

Whilst God is unchanging in his being, character, purposes and promises, this does not 
mean that He is inactive or immobile or impassive. 

He is dynamic – acting in, and reacting to, human history. 

W.Grudem, 163: “God is unchanging in his being, perfections, purposes, and promises, 
yet God does act and feel emotions, and he acts and feels differently in response to 
different situations.” 

God is infinite – but also personal. 

 

Q 4. Is it not true that some Bible passages seem to suggest that God does change? 
That God does change his mind or change his plans? 

Verses which seem to suggest God changes his mind or regrets past decisions or actions: 
Gen 6:6; 1 Sam 15:11; Exod 32:14; Jonah 3:10 

But consider: 

• Tricky texts must be interpreted in way which does not contradict plainer ones. 
• “Phenomenological description”: describing events as if from a human 

perspective.  

 

Q 5. Why is this doctrine important? 

For worship: God will always be worthy of our praise and adoration for He will always be 
perfect in His attributes. 

For assurance and joy: He will bring about all He has purposed to bring about and will be 
eternally faithful to His people. 

W. Grudem, 168: “A little reflection like this shows how absolutely important the 
doctrine of God’s unchangeableness is. If God is not unchanging, then the whole basis of 
our faith begins to fall apart, and our understanding of the universe begins to unravel. 
This is because our hope and knowledge all ultimately depend on a person who is 
infinitely worthy of trust – because he is absolutely and eternally unchanging in his being, 
perfections, purpose and promises.” 

 


