
Our Work In Action 
Highlights of 2016/17

FACE is now part of LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming)



FACE works across the education, farming and food sectors to inspire, engage and mobilise these sectors 
about the value of farming in a learning context.  We help teachers and schools’ leaders access great content, 
relevant training and tailored advice. We help farmers navigate the world of education and support them in 
working with schools. Here is how we work.

Equipping teachers
We create classroom resources across all key stages to help 
teachers deliver high-quality learning experiences about 
food, farming and the countryside.  We also provide training 
on how to incorporate these topics into the curriculum – 
both in and out of the classroom.

Partnering with business
We work with a broad range of organisations across 
the education, farming and food sectors to create an 
environment in which learning about food and farming is 
valued and effective. We manage a range of multi-partner 
education initiatives, respond to government consultations 
as well as train, advise and translate to inspire young 
learners about farming.

Mobilising farmers
We want British farming and the countryside to thrive and 
know that public understanding begins with good learning 
experiences.  We provide high-quality training, guidance 
and resources to provide farmers with the knowledge and 
confidence to deliver inspiring and engaging on-farm and 
in-classroom education.

Throughout 2016/17 FACE has worked with children and 
young people to help them understand the connection 
between farming and their daily lives. We have equipped 
teachers with tools and resources to use farming within 
a learning context and offered farmers guidance and 
support on how to work with schools.  
In July 2017, FACE merged with our long-term partners, 
LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming) and welcomed 
Carl Edwards as LEAF Director, Education and Public 
Engagement.  I would like to thank Dan Corlett who has 
worked tirelessly for FACE as its CEO and we wish him well

The Way We Work
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as he pursues a new career in the Ministry. Our merger with LEAF presents a really positive 
opportunity to strengthen our offer and further deepen our work both at a national and regional 
level. It comes at a time when it has never been more important to demonstrate and state the case for 
British agriculture and the delivery of a more resilient and sustainable farming system. 
The highlights and successes outlined in this report are all underpinned by our shared vision ‘to 
embed knowledge, understanding and appreciation of farming into everyday life.’  I am delighted 
to be joining the LEAF Board and the newly formed Education and Public Engagement Strategic 
Development Committee and look forward to working together with LEAF in delivering even greater 
results and impact. Our work in providing strong, grounded knowledge about food, farming and the 
environment has never been more critical.



20,070
Children involved with FACE

37,200
Learning hours on food and          
farming in classrooms

721
Schools engaged with FACE

Teacher training has become an increasingly 
important focus for FACE’s work.  We recognise 
the impact of Initial Teacher Education (ITE) 
and the role young teachers play in imparting 
knowledge around food and farming. Long term 
FACE supporters, Bayer CropScience, provided 
£10,000 which has enabled us to build on our ITE 
activities, with our Regional Education Consultants 
consolidating links with colleges and universities 
throughout England and Wales to include a module 
about food, farming and the countryside. 

A shining example of our work in this area is our growing partnership with Keele and North 
Staffordshire Primary SCITT (School Centred Initial Teacher Training) based at Keele University and 
FACE member, Dorrington Hall Farm. On one occasion, over 70 postgraduate students have visited 
farmers Jane and Steve Ellsmoor, with input from our Regional Education Consultant, Samantha 
Summerfield, to explore how to use farming within a learning context.  Out of all of the trainee 
teachers visiting in 2016, 100% felt ‘confident’ or ‘very confident’ at the end of the visit to teach about 
food and farming within their lessons.

Our Work with Schools
FACE works closely with schools’ leaders and 
teachers to deliver powerful learning experiences 
around food and farming.  Through our training 
activities, resources and advice hundreds of school 
children and young people are able to learn 
more about farming and where their food comes 
from. Throughout the year, our team of Regional 
Education Consultants have worked closely with 
schools providing advice, resources, links to 
farmers, support with farm visits and enrichment 
opportunities.



Our Work In Action 
Countryside Classroom
Countryside Classroom (countrysideclassroom.org.uk) 
is the biggest gateway to resources, places to visit and 
expertise for schools.  Managed by FACE on behalf of 
a partnership of over thirty leading organisations and 
hundreds of other contributors, it is a single destination 
for teachers to support their teaching about food, 
farming and the natural environment. Since its launch 
in 2015, it has become the trusted place that teachers 
and schools go to access interactive, up to date and 
quality resources. It also plays a vital role in bringing 
like-minded organisations together, with Countryside 
Classroom partners able to exchange knowledge, 
expertise and networks, to collaborate in new ways and 
to address shared challenges. In 2016/17 the site had 
29,300 individual users.

Training our future teachers
Over the past four years FACE has worked with the 
Royal Cheshire Show to invite trainee teachers from 
Edge Hill University to experience a snapshot of rural 
life. Supported by Regional Education Consultant, Katy 
Pallas, the trainees also have the opportunity to learn 
how to incorporate food and farming topics into their 
teaching and how to organise a safe and educational 
farm visit. Our impact studies demonstrate the value 
trainees have placed on the experience with 91% saying 
that after 2-3 years they have incorporated food and 
farming topics into their teaching. In addition, CEVAS 
(Countryside Educational Visits Accreditation Scheme) 
which we manage in partnership with Access To Farms 
has provided a platform for farmer and teacher training.

Farmers as educators
FACE helps farmers navigate the world of education 
and support them in their work with schools. We 
support farmers who are just getting started with farm 
visits as well as more experienced farmers who want to 
build on their expertise and experiences with schools.  
Our training packages, seminars and team of Regional 
Education Consultants enable farmers to gain new 
skills and knowledge and network with other farmers.  
This year we supported the Lincolnshire Agricultural 
Society’s hugely successful ‘Tractors into Schools’ 
programme, linking up farmers with local schools. FACE 
Education Consultant Bobbie Harvey, also carried out 
training with farmers on safe and age-appropriate visits. 



Our Impacts

1,906
Teachers and trainee teachers 
trained/supported

272
Food, farming and countryside 
professionals trained

135
Disadvantaged schools experienced 
farming at first hand

6,997
Children visited a farm

10,722
Met a farmer both in and outside the 
classroom

Our international partnershipss
We have taken part in a number of initiatives this year 
involving farmers and teachers from across the world.  We 
participated in a study visit of Swedish farmers and worked 
with the Soil Association’s Food for Life programme to 
introduce Danish teachers to the benefits and practicalities 
of using farm visits to enhance children’s learning.  FACE 
Education Consultants also ran a training event for trainee 
teachers from Bell State University, Ohio, USA which 
demonstrated how a farm visit can facilitate scientific 
understanding in the primary curriculum and allowed 
students to gather information and techniques to use in their 
own classrooms. In August, FACE member Dorrington Hall 
Farm welcomed a group of Japanese students, mainly from 
around Tokyo who were taking part in a study visit hosted by 
the University of Keele’s Global Education Department. 

2,554
farmers have now passed through 
CEVAS

In 2016/17 FACE’s work has helped hundreds of children, teachers and food, farming and countryside 
professionals to learn more about farming and understand its connection with their daily lives. 

Spreading the word
FACE’s work is having an impact far beyond the 
classroom and farm gate.  Throughout the year, 
our activities have been featured in a range of 
national and regional education, farming and 
consumer publications.  These have included the 
Times Educational Supplement, ASE Primary Science 
Magazine, Farmers Guardian, Farmers Weekly, East 
Anglian Daily Times and iNews. Waitrose Weekend 
featured a piece about Countryside Classroom. We 
were also profiled on BBC Wales’s feature on Why 
Farming Matters. Engagement on social media has 
also increased with followers on Twitter growing 
steadily throughout the year.



Contact us
Farming and Countryside Education
LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming)
Stoneleigh Park
Warwickshire
CV8 2LG

+44 (0)24 7641 3911

enquiries@face-online.org.uk

          @FACEonline

          facebook.com/FarmingAndCountrysideEducation/

LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming)
A charity registered in England and Wales, number 1045781

With thanks 
Our thanks to the farmer and corporate members, 
sponsors and donors who have supported our work, 
including our major funders: 

Moving forward with LEAF
Strengthening the connections between the public and agriculture has been key to LEAF’s work for more than 
25 years.  Together with FACE, we now have a more powerful voice than ever.  The combined strengths of our 
organisations pave the way to drive forward a collaborative approach within the food and farming industry for 
better education and public engagement for all. The future is full of potential. 
Our shared vision
To embed knowledge, understanding and appreciation of farming into everyday life.

Our mission
To positively influence everyone’s understanding and appreciation 
of farming, food production and the environment.  We will do this 
by delivering inspiring and stimulating education and wider public 
engagement opportunities.

Our priorities
We are committed to pursuing excellence in education in farming, 
food and the environment and integrating this into the school 
curriculum in exciting and innovative ways.  We want to provide 
the opportunity for every child and young person in the UK to 
understand, appreciate and learn about the value of farming 
and food production in their everyday lives and its role in health 
and well-being, the economy, the environment and rural and 
urban society.  We are also focused on raising the confidence of 
all teachers to use farming and the countryside as a medium to 
educate children and young people and equip them for a complex 
and dynamic world in which they can flourish. 

“We will maximise the strengths 
of both LEAF and FACE to 
further deepen our public 
engagement activities and scale 
up our work, both nationally 
and regionally, as the interface 
between agriculture and 
schools.”

Caroline Drummond MBE
LEAF Chief Executive

Charitable Trust

Left to right: Carl Edwards, Director, Education and Public Engagement, Caroline 
Drummond, LEAF Chief Executive and Janet Hickinbottom, National Education Officer


