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Procedures for the setting and revision of the LEAF Marque Standard  

 
The LEAF Marque Standard is an established global environmental standard. New LEAF Marque control 
points are developed based on request, either from internal consultation from either the LEAF Marque 
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) or Working Group; or externally from producers or other interested 
stakeholders. The emphasis will be on full transparency in the decision-making process, regardless of which 
group of stakeholders is making the decision. 
 
1. At the beginning of the Standard’s revision an initial consultation will invite users of the scheme and other 
interested stakeholders the opportunity to comment. After the first part of the consultation, comments will 
be collated and the LEAF Marque TAC shall determine if any requested amendments of existing control 
points or proposed new control points fall within the LEAF Marque scope and what the potential impact will 
be. This shall include a justification of the need for the standard and clear objectives that it seeks to achieve 
in terms within the scope of LEAF Marque. 
 
2. All comments from the initial consultation (including new control points) will be put forward by the LEAF 
technical team to the LEAF Marque TAC to approve or reject. The LEAF Marque TAC and LEAF Marque Board 
are required to reach consensus before work on any control point begins. 
 
3. The joint decision will be published on the LEAF website. Once the decision to develop the new control 
point(s) is agreed, the draft will be available and interested parties shall have the opportunity to comment in 
the second part of the consultation process.  
 
4. Presently, there are two public review phases each lasting a minimum of 30 days. Comments are 
processed to fit in with feedback from ‘consultees’ and a number of TAC meetings within the annual cycle. 
From 2017, the Standard will be reviewed over a 2-3 year period and comments will be processed to fit in 
with feedback from ‘consultees’ and a number of TAC meetings within the new cycle. 
 
5.All comments received shall be incorporated when applicable and LEAF Marque will prepare individual 
feedback to the parties who submitted comments as well as a summary of how each comment has been 
addressed during the further processing of the draft LEAF Marque Global Standard. This summary will be 
available on the website. 
 
6. When comments need to be discussed at the LEAF Marque TAC to decide whether it must be included or 
not, consensus must be reached. Consensus being defined here as the lack of sustained opposition.  The 
decision of the TAC / working group to recommend the final draft for formal approval shall be taken on the 
basis of a consensus. In order to reach a consensus, the TAC / Working group will utilise the following 
alternative processes to establish whether there is opposition: (from the ISEAL Alliance code of conduct for 
standard-setting process, 5.6 and 5.7) 
a) a face-to face meeting where there is a verbal yes/no vote, show of hands for a yes/no vote; a statement 
on consensus from the Chair where there are no dissenting voices or hands (votes); a formal balloting 
process, etc., 
b) a telephone conference meeting where there is a verbal yes/no vote, 
c) an e-mail meeting where a request for agreement or objection is provided to members and the members 
providing a written response (a proxy for a vote), or 
d) combinations thereof. 
 
In the case of a negative vote which represents sustained opposition of any important part of the concerned 
interests to a substantive issue, the issue shall be resolved using the following mechanism: 
a) discussion and negotiation on the disputed issue within the working group / committee in order to find a 
compromise, 
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b) direct negotiation between the stakeholder(s) submitting the objection and stakeholders with 
different views on the disputed issue in order to find a compromise, 
c) dispute resolution process. 
 
Decisions on the LEAF Marque Standard or standard application that are agreed by the LEAF Marque TAC will 
regularly be communicated by the LEAF technical team. 
 
7. The draft version of the LEAF Marque Standard will be published as “Interim Final” on the LEAF Marque 
website and available for download at no cost as soon as it has been finally approved by the LEAF Marque 
TAC and formally adopted by the LEAF Board. This Interim Final document, which is effective from 
publication date, will be open for commenting on technical errors during a period of 4 weeks where after it 
will become the “Final” version. 
 
8. LEAF Marque translates all relevant documents of final standards according to demand. All matters of 
technical interpretation should be referred to the English version of the Standard to avoid any confusion of 
the translation in a local setting. 
 
9. The LEAF Marque Standard is currently revised each year to ensure continued relevance and 
effectiveness. 
 
10. Any updates will be published every six months on the LEAF Marque website. 
 
11. LEAF is developing ways that encourages wider participation in the standard-setting procedure. Through 
stakeholder mapping and by providing meaningful opportunities to contribute a balance [of sectors including 
those indirectly affected, geographic representation, gender, ecosystem representation, the scale of the 
facilities, and different types of organisations.] of interested representatives will be promoted by LEAF, its 
stakeholders and growers. 
 
12. One of the tasks of the LEAF Marque TAC / Working group and the LEAF Board is to take part in standard 
development and revision procedures to ensure these groups are represented. 
 
13. The LEAF Marque Standard takes relevant regulatory and market needs into account during 
the revision process. 
 
15. LEAF Marque is actively involved in harmonisation of standards and provides seeks to ensure that 
duplication is limited. 
 
 
Reference: 
ISEAL Code of Good Practice for Setting Social and Environmental Standards. P005 - Public 
Version 5 - June, 2010 

 


