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LEAF Marque and other assurance schemes are a key driver in helping to 
deliver sustainability. They are bringing about real change on the ground, 
helping increase farm incomes, opening up market opportunities and 
improving farm practices around soil and water management, energy 
conservation and biodiversity. Today’s LEAF Marque Summit brings together 
leading experts to explore some of the pressing questions around the role of 
assurance schemes. We will explore the contribution of assurance schemes in 
translating the ambitions of the Sustainable Development Goals into reality. 
We will also talk about efficiency, transparency and impact and identify ways 
in which assurance schemes in general and LEAF Marque, in particular, must 
continue to evolve in order to drive forward more sustainable farming.
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For sustainability, Waitrose have led the way in UK retail. Tor Harris 
will explore the importance of sustainability to Waitrose including 
treading lightly on the environment, supporting responsible 
sourcing and treating people fairly. LEAF Marque continues to be 
a core part of recognising environmentally responsible production 
across fresh produce.

www.leafuk.org #LEAFMarque
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9.45

10.00

9.30

10.25

Arrival and Coffee

Welcome and Introduction: Catalysing measurable change

Tor Harris, Head of Sustainability & Responsible 
Sourcing, Waitrose
Showcasing sustainability in the market place

Janet Dwyer, Professor of Rural Policy and Director of the 
Countryside and Community Research Institute (CCRI)
Effects, impact and added value of LEAF Marque
The provision of robust, transparent and independent evaluation 
is essential. Janet will highlight recent research conducted by the 
CCRI to evaluate the impact and added value to farmers of LEAF 
Marque certification across financial, environmental and social 
benefits, demonstrating measurable impact on-farm in all areas.

Caroline Drummond, LEAF Chief Executive

10.40 Keston Williams, Technical Director, Barfoots
Achieving business success through LEAF Marque
Barfoots has been a member of LEAF, implementing Integrated 
Farm Management, since 1996. LEAF Marque certification has 
been used to recognise this in the UK since 2003 and now covers 
much of Barfoots’ global production including Spain and Senegal 
across a wide range of vegetables. Keston will highlight how 
Barfoots commitment to environmental sustainability has delivered 
changes on the ground as well as being an essential aspect of their 
international supply chain.
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10.55

11.10

11.40

Questions and Answers 

Coffee and Networking

William Andrews Tipper, Head of Natural Environment, Green 
Alliance
Creating sustainable business
Business is increasingly at the forefront of the transition to a lower 
carbon, more sustainable economy. Green Alliance works with 
leading companies on a range of sustainability, market and policy 
issues. William will talk about the environmental challenges that 
will shape future land management in the UK, and the role of 
environmental assurance systems, such as LEAF Marque, as part 
of the solution for sustainable businesses in food and farming 
systems.

The Jordans & Ryvita Company’s vision is of a sustainable future: 
creating a business where natural foods are sustainably grown, 
baked and blended, taking care to protect the natural environment 
as well as the people who work on it. Within the cereals supply 
chain, the Jordans Farm Partnership, built on LEAF Marque 
certification of the farmers producing oats, is an important part.

Verity Wilks, Responsible Sourcing Manager, Jordans & Ryvita 
Company
Working together: more sustainable food and farming in 
partnership with LEAF Marque

11.55

Join LEAF
LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming) is the leading 
organisation delivering more sustainable food and farming. We 
work with farmers, the food industry, scientists and consumers, 
to inspire and enable sustainable farming that is prosperous, 
enriches the environment and engages local communities. 
You can support our work and get involved in all our activities by joining LEAF at 
www.leafuk.org

LINKING ENVIRONMENT AND FARMING

LEAF Marque 2018 Programme.indd   3 15/03/2018   16:58

www.leafuk.org #LEAFMarque



Programme

www.leafuk.org #LEAFMarque

Claire Donovan, Technical Director, G’s Fresh
LEAF Marque and environmental responsibility at G’s Fresh

G’s Fresh is a family business with very strong values for its people, 
its customers and its suppliers, as well as enormous respect for the 
environment and nature. Working from seed to shelf, farms are in 
the UK, Spain and Senegal. Environmental responsibility is critical 
for the supply chain, as demonstrated by LEAF Marque certification 
since 2003. 

12.10

12.25

12.45

13.00

13.15

14.30

Questions and Answers

Launch of ‘Delivering More Sustainable Food and Farming’ 
LEAF’s Global Impacts Report 2018

Closing Remarks
Kathryn Green, Sustainability Manager, LEAF

Lunch and Networking

Tor Harris, Head of Sustainability & Responsible Sourcing, Waitrose 
will officially launch LEAF’s sixth Global Impacts Report.  LEAF will 
then highlight this year’s key results and set out the vision and 
priorities for LEAF Marque as it reaches its landmark 15th year.

End
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Janet Dwyer – Professor of Rural Policy and 
Director of the CCRI
Janet is Professor of Rural Policy and Director of the 
Countryside and Community Research Institute (CCRI) at 
the University of Gloucestershire.  She is also a founder 
member of the Uplands Alliance, an Associate of the 

Royal Agricultural Societies and the Academie d’Agriculture, a fellow of the 
RSA and an Executive member of the Agricultural Economics Society. Janet 
is an experienced policy evaluator of EU agriculture, rural development 
and environmental policies, with expertise in integrated approaches, 
environmental sustainability, CAP reform, innovation, LEADER, and 
institutional adaptation. 

Tor Harris – Head of Sustainability & Responsible 
Sourcing, Waitrose
Tor was appointed Head of Sustainability and Responsible 
Sourcing at Waitrose in April 2016. She is responsible 
for developing and delivering the business’ corporate 
responsibility strategy, the Waitrose Way, in order to 

enhance the brand and ensure Waitrose maintains its leading position 
in the market on ethical business. Tor joined Waitrose in 2014, initially 
working in Business Change, before moving to the Communications team 
where she provided executive support to the then Managing Director, 
Mark Price. 

Caroline Drummond – LEAF Chief Executive
Caroline has worked at LEAF since it began in 1991. Her 
work focuses on encouraging more sustainable farming 
practices and building a better public understanding of 
farming and the environment. She is actively involved 
in many industry partnerships and initiatives. In 2009, 

Caroline was awarded the MBE for her services to the agricultural industry 
and completed a Nuffield Scholarship in 2014.
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Keston Williams – Technical Director, Barfoots
Keston Williams has worked in the fresh produce industry 
for over 22 years and is the Technical Director of Barfoots.  
Keston not only heads up the Technical team, but is also 
in charge of Research and Development, New Product 
Development and Sustainability.  After completing a 

degree in Biological Sciences and Masters in Crop Protection, Keston has 
held senior positions in Agronomy, Operations and Technical.  Barfoots, 
owned by Peter Barfoot, is based near to Chichester, and farms, procures, 
processes and packs premium vegetables for its retailer customers.  

William Andrews Tipper – Head of Sustainable 
Business, Green Alliance
Will joined Green Alliance in June 2012 as Head of 
Sustainable Business and since 2015 has lead the work 
of its natural environment theme. He also leads much 
of Green Alliance’s engagement with the private sector 

through our Business Circle. Will previously spent 8 years at FTI Consulting 
(formerly FD Blueprint) in Brussels as a consultant to companies across a 
range of sectors on issues relating to EU policy and legislation. He holds an 
MSc in International Relations from the University of Bristol and a BA(Hons) 
in English from the University of Birmingham.

Claire Donovan – Technical Director, G’s Fresh
Claire started her career in fresh produce working for Kent 
Veg before joining Tesco for 8 years, covering prepared 
produce and then top fruit. Returning to the supply 
base, Claire has worked with top fruit, stone fruit, exotic 
vegetables and now back to salads.  As Technical Director 

at G’s she is responsible for ensuring that all operations are safe, legal and 
striving for exceptional quality from the farm to the customer. In a fully 
vertically integrated, multi-continent, farming and fresh produce business 
such as G’s there is never a dull moment.
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Kathryn Green – Sustainability Manager, LEAF
Kathryn leads the development and delivery of LEAF’s 
technical capability to increase the adoption of more 
sustainable farming practices through Integrated 
Farm Management, LEAF Marque, technical tools and 
knowledge exchange. Kathryn graduated from the 

University of Cambridge in Biological Natural Sciences and has practical 
agricultural experience. She sits on a variety of committees and scientific 
advisory boards and is actively involved in many industry partnerships. 

Verity Wilks – Responsible Sourcing Manager, 
Jordans & Ryvita Company
Verity has worked for Jordans since September 2016 in the 
role of Responsible Sourcing Manager. As well as looking 
after the ethical sourcing of international ingredients 
Verity works closely with the Jordans grain buyer and 

external partners including LEAF on the sustainability of UK grain supply 
chains. The Jordans Farm Partnership is the core focus of her work in 
the UK. Originating from Devon, Verity maintains a personal passion for 
sustainable agriculture and an active interest in approaches to holistic farm 
management. 

LEAF’s Global Impacts Report 2018
Celebrating the achievements of our members and 
LEAF Marque certified businesses in delivering more 
sustainable food and farming. 

Read the full report at: 
www.leafuk.org/about-leaf/our-impacts 
Share your thoughts, feedback, suggestions and join us

Delivering More Sustainable Food and Farming
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LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming) 
is a leading organisation delivering more 
sustainable food and farming. Our members 
come from all over the world and include 
farmers, advisors, consultants, researchers, 
colleges and corporate organisations from 
across the food and farming sector.
We work to develop and promote Integrated Farm Management (IFM) 
in three core pillars:

LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming) 
Stoneleigh Park
Warwickshire 
CV8 2LG 
United Kingdom
T: +44 (0)2476 413 911
LEAF is a registered charity (No. 1045781)

www.leafuk.org
enquiries@leafuk.org

@LEAF_Farming
LinkingEnvironmentAndFarming

About LEAF

The LEAF Marque is a global assurance system 
recognising more sustainably farmed products.  It 
is based on the sustainable farming principles of 
IFM, which covers areas such as soil and water 
management, pollution control, crop health, 
animal welfare, community engagement, energy 
efficiency and landscape and nature conservation. 
LEAF Marque businesses currently operate in 34 
countries across the world and are independently 
assessed and certified against the principles of IFM.  

About LEAF Marque

LINKING ENVIRONMENT AND FARMING

• Facilitating knowledge generation and exchange
• Developing market opportunities through LEAF Marque
• Educating and engaging the public in sustainable food and farming

LEAF Marque 2018 Programme.indd   8 15/03/2018   16:58


